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Amy and Josh,

Please see comments from CLARB.

-----------------------------------------------------
Dawne Broadfield
Department of Business Regulation
Division of Building, Design, and Fire Professionals
State Building Office
Board of Accountancy
560 Jefferson Blvd, Suite 100
Warwick, RI   02886

From: Zachary Druga <zdruga@clarb.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, February 21, 2023 2:27 PM
To: Broadfield, Dawne (DBR) <Dawne.Broadfield@dbr.ri.gov>
Subject: Rhode Island Board of Examiners of Landscape Architects Updates

Hi Dawne, I saw in our bill and regulation tracker that you all are making some updates to be in-line with the Uniform Application. We’re very excited to see the changes! I just wanted to reach out and see if there were any new discussions
ZjQcmQRYFpfptBannerStart
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Hi Dawne,

I saw in our bill and regulation tracker that you all are making some updates to be in-line with the
Uniform Application.  We’re very excited to see the changes!  I just wanted to reach out and see if
there were any new discussions around Uniform Standard implementation.  I have attached the
Venable Rhode Island analysis as well.  You all are very close in alignment and would only need
minor regulatory changes.  A lot of the language in the Uniform Application update around national
standards would apply to Uniform Standard tweaks as well.

Let me know if there are any questions or if you’d like any more information.  Congrats again on the
positive changes!

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/KKphUJtCzQ!QaGMVaInFAsO6nh6EUoF-lgpqq8NLk2eMpuQ_dHS05B9pmm2maYmQMoQBPH5FAcpS734-57WV5YGcBIsaD8jjV5oDctCh6GMwePGvt5vuDRcZcj6U_V5jwWXfw4xywxQUKF2OOv7OXZ_rwNX8TLc$
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Rhode Island

		To obtain a landscape architecture license in Rhode Island, an applicant must:



· Hold a LAAB-accredited bachelor’s or master’s degree in landscape architecture, or, at the discretion of the board, a bachelor’s or master’s degree in a field related to landscape architecture (e.g., architecture, civil engineering, or land surveying), a non- LAAB-accredited bachelor’s or master’s degree in landscape architecture; and

· Complete 2 years of experience under the direct supervision of a registered landscape architect.



In lieu of the education requirement, an applicant may substitute 6 years of experience.

		Before being eligible for licensure as a landscape architect, each applicant shall submit evidence . . . [that t]he applicant has completed a course of study and has graduated from a college or school of landscape architecture approved by the board; and [t]he applicant has [two years of experience]. 5 R.I. Gen. Laws § 5-51-4(a).



Before being examined . . . , an applicant shall submit evidence to the board that [t]he applicant has completed a course of study and has graduated from a college or school of landscape architecture approved by the board. 5 R.I. Gen. Laws § 5-51- 6.

		An approved course of study to fulfill the education requirement . . . shall include a Bachelor or Master of Landscape Architecture degree from an ASLA accredited program, or the following, at the discretion of the Board: a Bachelor or Master degree in a field related to landscape architecture, or completion of a non-accredited landscape architectural program. 420-00- 00 R.I. Code R. § 1.6.

		In lieu of graduation from an approved college or school of landscape architecture, an applicant may present evidence of at least six (6) years of practical experience in landscape architecture work of a grade and character satisfactory to the board.

Credit may be given for approved college education, in the discretion of the board.



An applicant must have either:

1. A minimum of two (2) years’ experience in landscape architectural work under the direct supervision of a registered landscape architect and of a grade and character satisfactory to the board; or

2. One year’s experience in landscape architectural work under the direct supervision of a registered landscape architect and of a grade and character

satisfactory to the board

		A two-year, full-time (35 hours/week) work experience I required	Experience gained

from part-time work performed on a regular basis with a minimum of ten (10) hours per week shall be accepted if the total hours are equal to the full-time employment requirement. 420-00-00 R.I. Code R.

§ 1.6.



Practical experience, as an alternative to the education requirement, shall mean full-time employment in landscape architectural work for a minimum of six (6) years under the direct supervision of an individual registered to practice landscape architecture under the laws in which the work is performed. The applicant must present evidence to the satisfaction of the Board, of landscape architectural work performed by him or her, including drafting, grading, planting design, site design, and layout drawings.



420-00-00 R.I. Code R. § 1.6.

		1. Regulatory changes required. Rhode Island law does not expressly accept degrees accredited by LAAC or an international equivalent. The regulations require an applicant seeking initial licensure through the traditional education framework to hold a bachelor’s or master’s of landscape architecture degree from an ASLA accredited program, or, at the discretion of the board, a bachelor’s or master’s degree in a field related to architecture or a nonaccredited landscape architecture degree. 5 R.I. Gen. Laws

§ 5-51-6; 420-00-00 R.I. Code R. § 1.6. The board may amend its regulations to expressly accept degrees accredited by LAAC or an international equivalent because the statute grants the board authority to issue regulations in accordance with the statute and approve colleges or schools of landscape architecture. 5 R.I. Gen. Laws §§ 5- 51-2(d), 5-51-4(a)(1).



2. No changes required. The Rhode Island statute requires either (i) two years of experience under the direct supervision of a registered landscape architect, or (ii) one year of experience under the direct supervision of a registered landscape architect and one year of experience under a registered allied professional, in addition to a LAAB-accredited degree. 5 R.I. Gen. Laws § 5-51-4(a).

















		and one year’s experience in related work under the direct supervision of a registered “allied professional” and of a grade and character satisfactory to the board. [T]he term “allied professional” shall mean an individual professional licensed as an architect, engineer, or land surveyor

. . . . 5 R.I. Gen. Laws § 5- 51-4(a).

		3. No changes required. The Rhode Island statute requires an applicant seeking initial licensure through an education alternative method to have eight years of experience. 5 R.I. Gen. Laws § 5-51-4(a).



4. Regulatory changes required. The Rhode Island statute allows credit for approved college education, in the discretion of the board, for applicants seeking initial licensure through an alternative education option. 5 R.I. Gen. Laws § 5-51-4(a). However, the board may amend its regulations to expressly allow an applicant to obtain credit for holding a degree from a non- accredited landscape architecture program or for other postsecondary education because the statute grants the board authority to issue regulations in accordance with the statute and the statute grants the board discretion to accept education in lieu of practical experience. 5 R.I. Gen. Laws §§ 5-51-2(d), 5-51-4(a)(1).



5. Regulatory changes required. The Rhode Island regulations require a reciprocal licensure applicant to provide evidence of experience, education, and examination. A CLARB Certificate shall constitute documentation of qualification. However, the board may amend its regulations to allow proof of existing licensure in lieu of the education, experience and examination requirements because the statute grants the board authority to issue regulations in accordance with the statute and the statute directs the board to establish standards for the determination and implementation of reciprocity with other states. 5 R.I. Gen. Laws §§ 5-51-2(d), 5-51-7.









All the best,

Zach Druga
Government Affairs and Advocacy Manager
CLARB
1900 Reston Metro Place
Suite 600
Reston, Virginia 20190
(Direct) 703-949-9476
(Mobile) 440-371-2614
zdruga@clarb.org
www.clarb.org [clarb.org]

mailto:zdruga@clarb.org
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.clarb.org/Pages/default.aspx__;!!KKphUJtCzQ!PhtdguPxXEc8BCejueKkmCVEU8bD772MqeZfw8FEZxP0wXDnH4PDCw9zUT7Z4r7tB0dr1hnaHJoUJLZxCEaf7KI$


 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Summary Analysis State Education Requirements State Experience Requirements Authority to Amend 

 
R

ho
de

 Is
la

nd
 

To obtain a landscape architecture license 
in Rhode Island, an applicant must: 

 
• Hold a LAAB-accredited bachelor’s or 

master’s degree in landscape 
architecture, or, at the discretion of 
the board, a bachelor’s or master’s 
degree in a field related to landscape 
architecture (e.g., architecture, civil 
engineering, or land surveying), a non- 
LAAB-accredited bachelor’s or 
master’s degree in landscape 
architecture; and 

• Complete 2 years of experience under 
the direct supervision of a registered 
landscape architect. 

 
In lieu of the education requirement, an 
applicant may substitute 6 years of 
experience. 

Before being eligible for 
licensure as a landscape 
architect, each applicant shall 
submit evidence . . . [that t]he 
applicant has completed a 
course of study and has 
graduated from a college or 
school of landscape 
architecture approved by the 
board; and [t]he applicant has 
[two years of experience]. 5 R.I. 
Gen. Laws § 5-51-4(a). 

 
Before being examined . . . , an 
applicant shall submit evidence 
to the board that [t]he 
applicant has completed a 
course of study and has 
graduated from a college or 
school of landscape 
architecture approved by the 
board. 5 R.I. Gen. Laws § 5-51- 
6. 

An approved course of study to 
fulfill the education 
requirement . . . shall include a 
Bachelor or Master of 
Landscape Architecture degree 
from an ASLA accredited 
program, or the following, at 
the discretion of the Board: a 
Bachelor or Master degree in a 
field related to landscape 
architecture, or completion of a 
non-accredited landscape 
architectural program. 420-00- 
00 R.I. Code R. § 1.6. 

In lieu of graduation from an 
approved college or school of 
landscape architecture, an 
applicant may present 
evidence of at least six (6) 
years of practical experience in 
landscape architecture work of 
a grade and character 
satisfactory to the board. 
Credit may be given for 
approved college education, in 
the discretion of the board. 

 
An applicant must have either: 
1. A minimum of two (2) 

years’ experience in 
landscape architectural 
work under the direct 
supervision of a registered 
landscape architect and of 
a grade and character 
satisfactory to the board; 
or 

2. One year’s experience in 
landscape architectural 
work under the direct 
supervision of a registered 
landscape architect and of 
a grade and character 
satisfactory to the board 

A two-year, full-time (35 
hours/week) work experience I 
required ......... Experience gained 
from part-time work performed on a 
regular basis with a minimum of 
ten (10) hours per week shall be 
accepted if the total hours are equal 
to the full-time employment 
requirement. 420-00-00 R.I. Code R. 
§ 1.6. 

 
Practical experience, as an 
alternative to the education 
requirement, shall mean full-time 
employment in landscape 
architectural work for a minimum 
of six (6) years under the direct 
supervision of an individual 
registered to practice landscape 
architecture under the laws in 
which the work is performed. The 
applicant must present evidence to 
the satisfaction of the Board, of 
landscape architectural work 
performed by him or her, including 
drafting, grading, planting design, 
site design, and layout drawings. 

 
420-00-00 R.I. Code R. § 1.6. 

1. Regulatory changes required. Rhode Island 
law does not expressly accept degrees accredited 
by LAAC or an international equivalent. The 
regulations require an applicant seeking initial 
licensure through the traditional education 
framework to hold a bachelor’s or master’s of 
landscape architecture degree from an ASLA 
accredited program, or, at the discretion of the 
board, a bachelor’s or master’s degree in a field 
related to architecture or a nonaccredited 
landscape architecture degree. 5 R.I. Gen. Laws 
§ 5-51-6; 420-00-00 R.I. Code R. § 1.6. The board 
may amend its regulations to expressly accept 
degrees accredited by LAAC or an international 
equivalent because the statute grants the board 
authority to issue regulations in accordance 
with the statute and approve colleges or schools 
of landscape architecture. 5 R.I. Gen. Laws §§ 5- 
51-2(d), 5-51-4(a)(1). 

 
2. No changes required. The Rhode Island 

statute requires either (i) two years of 
experience under the direct supervision of a 
registered landscape architect, or (ii) one year of 
experience under the direct supervision of a 
registered landscape architect and one year of 
experience under a registered allied 
professional, in addition to a LAAB-accredited 
degree. 5 R.I. Gen. Laws § 5-51-4(a). 



 

and one year’s experience in related 
work under the direct supervision of a 
registered “allied professional” and of a 
grade and character satisfactory to the 
board. [T]he term “allied professional” 
shall mean an individual professional 
licensed as an architect, engineer, or 
land surveyor 

. . . . 5 R.I. Gen. Laws § 5- 51-4(a). 

3. No changes required. The Rhode 
Island statute requires an applicant 
seeking initial licensure through an 
education alternative method to have 
eight years of experience. 5 R.I. Gen. 
Laws § 5-51-4(a). 

 
4. Regulatory changes required. The 

Rhode Island statute allows credit for 
approved college education, in the 
discretion of the board, for applicants 
seeking initial licensure through an 
alternative education option. 5 R.I. Gen. 
Laws § 5-51-4(a). However, the board may 
amend its regulations to expressly allow 
an applicant to obtain credit for holding a 
degree from a non- accredited landscape 
architecture program or for other 
postsecondary education because the 
statute grants the board authority to 
issue regulations in accordance with the 
statute and the statute grants the board 
discretion to accept education in lieu of 
practical experience. 5 R.I. Gen. Laws §§ 
5-51-2(d), 5-51-4(a)(1). 

 
5. Regulatory changes required. The 

Rhode Island regulations require a 
reciprocal licensure applicant to provide 
evidence of experience, education, and 
examination. A CLARB Certificate shall 
constitute documentation of qualification. 
However, the board may amend its 
regulations to allow proof of existing 
licensure in lieu of the education, 
experience and examination requirements 
because the statute grants the board 
authority to issue regulations in 
accordance with the statute and the 
statute directs the board to establish 
standards for the determination and 
implementation of reciprocity with other 
states. 5 R.I. Gen. Laws §§ 5-51-2(d), 5-51-
7. 
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