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Concise Explanatory Statement  

Rhode Island Government Register 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

In accordance with the Administrative Procedures Act, R.I. Gen. Laws § 42-35-2.6, the 
following is a concise explanatory statement:  

AGENCY: Board of Examiners of Landscape Architects 
 (Department of Business Regulation)   

RULE IDENTIFIER:    420-RICR-00-00-1 

REGULATION TITLE:    Rules and Regulations of Landscape Architects 

RULEMAKING ACTION:     Amendment 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: February 17, 2023, to March 19, 2023 

A. Statement of Purpose of the Adoption. 

The Department proposed this amendment to make the licensing process conform with a new streamlined 
national uniform application. The Council of Landscape Architectural Registration Boards (CLARB) 
started a Uniform Application project two (2) years ago to try to provide more consistency in the 
information that was being delivered to the jurisdictions, to try to streamline information and to identify 
information that was not being required by the jurisdictions for the licensure process. One of those items 
identified was the general references requirement. As a result, as of October 8, 2021, CLARB no longer 
collects general references. However, CLARB does collect the required employment verifications from 
registered landscape architects and other allied professionals. The Board of Examiners for Landscape 
Architects (“Board”) considered these national changes and agreed to remove the regulatory requirement 
for these general references, finding that their value was minimal compared to the information provided 
by registered design professionals who were verifying the applicants statutorily required experience. In 
addition, upon reviewing the regulation the Board proposed a few additional clean up amendments.  

 
B. Summary of the Regulatory Analysis.  

Benefits: These amendments simplify and modernize some phrases in the regulation and add 
some headings to make it easier to read and understand, and so it is more user-friendly. In 
addition, the proposed amendments bring the requirements into conformance with CLARB 
requirements which no longer include “general references” as part of the CLARB Record. The 
CLARB Record contains the applicant’s verified test scores, transcripts, and employment 
history. It serves as the substance of the Department’s application, providing the substantive 
information and documentation required to determine whether the applicant is eligible for 
licensure. While the CLARB Record previously included general references, that practice ended 
in 2021. Currently, after receipt of an application, Department staff must monitor the mail and 
email for any reference forms that trickle in and match them to the application, scan them into 
the file and save the records. This has become a slow and tedious process.  



Page 2 of 2 
 

 
The Department and the Board agree that removing the general references requirement will 
streamline, shorten and simplify the application process for applicants who will no longer be 
required to separately submit the general reference forms to the Department outside of their 
CLARB record. This change in procedure will shorten the timeline for an application to be 
deemed complete because staff will no longer have to wait to review the application after 
collecting the separate reference forms. With this change, upon submission of the Department’s 
online application, the applicant will be directed to send their CLARB Record to the Department 
and the application will be complete and ready for review by staff and the Board.  
 
Costs: No costs are expected to arise because of these amendments. Any small business impacts 
made by these amendments will be positive. In the development of the proposed amendment 
consideration was given to: (1) alternative approaches; (2) overlap or duplication with other 
statutory and regulatory provisions; and (3) significant economic impact on small business. No 
alternative approach, duplication, or overlap was identified based upon available information. 
 
C. Summary of Comments Not Resulting in Regulatory Language Changes.  

One comment was received, and that comment did not result in changes to the text of the 
proposed amendment. Therefore, the final proposed regulation is the same as what was initially 
proposed.  

The one comment that received was from Council of Landscape Architectural Registration 
Boards (“CLARB”) expressing general support for Rhode Island’s continued efforts to 
standardize regulations pertaining to Landscape Architects and making the application process 
more consistent with the national model. The comment also proposed how Rhode Island can 
continue to make other changes to complete alignment with CLARB’s uniform licensing 
standards. The Board and Department may consider those more substantive changes in the 
future.  


