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INTRODUCTION

These Rulesand Regulationsfor Licensureand Discipline of Chiropractic Physicians (R5-
30-CHI) are promulgated pursuant to the authority conferred under section 5-30-2 of the Genera Laws of
Rhode Idand, for the purpose of adopting minimum standards for the licensure of chiropractic_physcians
practicing in this date.

In the devel opment of the rules and regul ations cons deration was given to the following i ssues pursuant
to the provisons of section 42-35-3(c) of the General Laws:. (1) dternative gpproach to the regulations; (2)
duplication or overlap with other state regulations, and (3) significant economic impact on small business as
defined in Chapter 42-35 of the Generd Laws. No duplication, overlap, aternative gpproach or significant
economic impact was identified. Consequently, the rules and regulations are adopted in the best interest of the
hedth, safety and welfare of the public.

Theserulesand regulaions shdl supersede any previousrules and regulaions pertaining to thelicensing

of chiropractic physicians promulgated by the Department of Hedlth and filed with the Secretary of State.
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Section 1.0 Definitions

Wherever used in these rules and regulations, the following terms shdl be construed as follows:

11

1.2

1.3

14

15

1.6

1.7

1.8

" Act" refersto Chapter 5-30 of the Generd Laws of Rhode Idand, entitled "Chiropractic Physidans.”

"Board" referstothe state Board of Chiropractic Physicianswithin the Rhode Idand Department of
Hedth, established pursuant to the provisons of section 5-30-1.1 of the Rhode Idand Generd Laws,
as amended.

The" practiceof chiropractic medicine”" pursuant to section 5-30-1 of the Act, meansthe science
and theart of mechanical and materia heding asfollows: the employment of asystem of papating and
adjuding the articulaions of the human spind column and its gppendages by hand and dectro-

mechanica appliances, and the employment of corrective orthopedics and dieteticsfor the elimination
of the cause of disease provided that chiropractic physicians may not write prescriptionsfor drugsfor
internal medication nor practice mgor surgery asdefined in Chapter 5-37 of the Rhode |dand Generd

Laws, as amended.

" Chiropractic physician" meansanindividua licensed to practice chiropractic medicine pursuant to
the provisions of the Act and the rules and regulations herein.

" Director" means the Director, Rhode Idand Department of Hedlth.
"Division" refersto the Divison of Professona Regulation, Rhode Idand Department of Hedlth.

"Hour of instruction” means a documentable unit of participation in alearning experience in a
chiropractic medicine-related subject as.

a) approved by the Council on Chiropractic Education; or

b) conducted by the Chiropractic Society of Rhode Idand (C.S.R.I., Inc.) or by the mgor
chiropractic society or association in another state or jurisdiction and approved by the
Divison; or

) completion of post-graduate study at an educationa session or ingtitution approved by the
Divison.

1.7.1 For the purposes of gpprova by the Division, an educationa sesson(s) may be audited by a
Board member without charge. Provided, however, said educational sesson may not be
gpplied toward the Board member's own continuing education requirement as described
herein.

"Licensure" is synonymous with the term " certification” for the purposes of the rules and
regulations herein.



19  "Physiotherapist” meansanindividud licensed to practice physotherapy/ chiropractic medicinein
this state pursuant to the provisons of the Act and the regulations herein.

1.10 " Physiotherapy" means the trestment and indruction of human beings within the scope of
chiropractic medical practice as defined in section 5-30-1 of the Rhode Idand Generd Laws, as
amended, to prevent, correct, aleviateand limit physica disbility, physica dysfunction, and painfrom
injury, disease and any other bodily conditions, including the use of physica measures, activities, and
devices, for prevention and thergpeutic purposes; and the provision of consultative, educationd, and
other advisory sarvices for the purpose of reducing the incidence and severity of physical disability,
physica dysfunction and pain. No person licensed to practice physotherapy shdl represent
him/herself out as practicing physicd therapy asdefined in Chapter 5-40 of the Rhode I and Genera
Laws, as amended, and the regulations adopted thereunder.



Section 2.0 Licensure Requirements
2.1  Chiropractic Medicine:

No person shdl practice chiropractic medicine or any of its branches without a license issued in accordance
with the provisions of the Act and the rules and regulations herein, pursuant to section 5-30-3 of the Act.

2.1.1 Furthermore, no one shal represent himsdlf/herself to be a chiropractic physician, or use the title
"Doctor of Chiropractic Medicine”, "D.C.", "Ph.C", "M.C.", "Chiropractic Physician”, or use any
word or titletoinducethe belief that he/sheisengaged in the practice of chiropractic medicine, without
having a license to practice chiropractic medicine in accordance with the provisons of the rules and
regulations and the Act.

2.2 Physiotherapy:

No person licensad to practice chiropractic medicineissued under the provisons of the Act and theregulations
herein shdl practice physiothergpy or any of its branches without a license authorizing him/her to practice
physiotherapy in accordance with the provisons of section 5-30-8 of the Act and section 3.2 herein.
Section 3.0 Qualifications For Licensure

3.1  Chiropractic Medicine:

An applicant seeking licensureto practice chiropractic medicinein thisstate shall present evidence satisfactory
to the Divison, verified by oath, that he/she:

a) is of good mord character;
b) is more than twenty-three (23) years of age;

) has satisfactorily completed credit coursesequd to two (2) years of pre-professiona study, of noless
than sixty (60) credit hours, acceptable by an accredited academic college toward a bachelor of
science or bachelor of arts degree before commencing the study of chiropractic medicine.

Any person graduating from a chiropractic medicine education program on or after July 5, 1999 must
present evidence that before he/she commenced the study of chiropractic medicine, he/she had
satisfactorily completed credit courses equal to four (4) years of pre-professond study at an
accredited academic ingtitution and earned a bachelor of science or bachelor of arts degree; and

d) has successfully graduated from aschool or college of chiropractic medicine accredited by the Council
on Chiropractic Education and approved by the Divison;

e) has completed aresidentia academic course of at least four (4) years, (each year congsting of at least
nine [9] months of study) and one (1) year of dinica internship; and



)

3.2

has successfully passed:
i) Parts| and |1 examinations of the National Board of Chiropractic Examiners; and

if) TheWritten Clinical Competency Examination (WCCE) or Part 111 of the National Board of
Chiropractic Examiners, and

i) Part IV of the National Board of Chiropractic Examiners.

Physiotherapy

An gpplicant seeking licensure to practice physiotherapy in this state in addition to the practice of chiropractic

medicine hdl:

a) have completed a course of four (4) years, of eight (8) months each, a a school of chiropractic
medicine approved by the Divison; or

b) have completed a course of three (3) years, of nine (9) months each, a a school of chiropractic
medicine gpproved by the Divison and an additiond year of at least 9x (6) months in physotherapy
and dl branches thereof a such school; or

C) have served as an intern for Sx (6) monthsin any year a an ingtitution gpproved by the Divison, and
the applicant shdl satisfy the Divison that he/she is otherwise qualified to practice physiotherapy in
addition to chiropractic medicine; or

d) holds a certificate of completion of a physiotherapy program from acollege or school of chiropractic
medicine accredited by the Council of Chiropractic Education and,

e) shal have successfully passed the examination of the Naiona Board of Chiropractic Examinerssection

in physotherapy.

Section 4.0 Application for Licensure and Fee

4.1

Application for licensure to practice chiropractic medicine and/or physiotherapy in this state shal be
made on forms provided by the Divison, which shal be completed, notarized and submitted to the
Board twenty-one (21) days prior to the scheduled date of the Board meeting at which the application
is scheduled to be reviewed. Such application shdl be accompanied by the following documents:

a) For U.S. Citizens:
acertified copy of birth certificate;

For Foreign Nationals:



b)

d)

9

if acertified copy of birth certificate cannot be obtained, immigration papers or resdent aien
card or such other birth-verifying papers acceptable to the Board;

three (3) lettersfrom three (3) licensed chiropractic phys cians attesting to the gpplicant'smora
character, including one (1) letter from afaculty member a acollege of chiropractic medicineif
the applicant has graduated within five (5) years of gpplication;

a statement from the board of chiropractic medicine in each state in which the gpplicant has
held or holds licensure or regigtration to be submitted to the Divison of this state attesting to
the licensure gtaus of the applicant during the time period applicant held licensure or
regidration in said state;

supporting officid transcript of education credentidsas st forth in section 3.0 herein, including
the officid natification of the national examination results submitted directly to the Board by the
Nationa Board of Chiropractic Examiners,

two (2) unmounted passport photographs of the applicant (head and shoulder view)
agoproximatdy 2x3 inchesin 9ze;

the gpplication fee (non-refundable) made payable by check or money order to the Genera
Treasurer, State of Rhode Idand, asfollows:

i) for chiropractic medicine license: sixty-two dollars and fifty cents ($62.50);

i) for physiotherapy license: forty-three dollars and seventy-five cents ($43.75) unless
examination for both chiropractic medicine and physiotherapy are taken a the same
stting in which case one fee of sxty-two dollars and fifty cents ($62.50) shall be
charged; and

such other information as the Board may deem necessary.

Section 5.0 Licensing of Chiropractic Physicianswith the Practice of Physiotherapy

5.1 By Examination:

Applicants shdl be required to successfully pass such examination(s) as established by the Divison to
determine the applicant's quaifications to practice chiropractic medicine and physiotherapy.

5.1.1 For Chiropractic Physicians:

Written Examinations;

The Divison shdl utilize for the examination in the basic sciences, subjects of microbiology, anatomy,
physiology, chemigtry and pathology, vertebra papation and adjusting, the Nationa Board of



Chiropractic Examiners examinations (Parts | and 1) and the Written Clinicd Competency
Examination (WCCE or Part 111) and Part IV of the Nationa Board of Chiropractic Examiners, or
such other examination that, in the opinion of the Divison, is subgstantialy equivaent thereto.

5.1.2 For Physiotherapists:
a) The gpplicant shdl qudify for licensure based upon the requirements of section 3.2 (€) herein.

b) TheDivisonshdl issueaseparate, numbered certificate to each licensee certified for the practice of
physiotherapy.

513 Passing Score:

The Divison shdl accept the recommended passing score for Parts |, 11, 111, IV and the Specid
Purposes Examination for Chiropractic (SPEC) examinations of the National Board of Chiropractic
Examiners as acceptable for applicants seeking licensure in Rhode Idand.

52 By Endorsement

A licensemay beissued to achiropractic physcian duly authorized to practice chiropractic medicinein
any other gate, and who has been practicing chiropractic medicine in that Sate for & least five (5)
years and desires to reside permanently and practice chiropractic medicine in this state, provided the
laws of that date require qudifications of a grade equd to those required in Rhode Idand n
accordance with section 3.0 herein, and provided that equal rights are accorded by that state to
chiropractic physicians of Rhode Idand.

5.2.1 If thechiropractic physcian meetsthe above requirements, he/she shdl submit an gpplicationin
accordance with the provisons of section 4.0 herein to the Divison by endorsement and the
Divison may, in its discretion, exempt hinvher.

a) If the jurisdiction in which the gpplicant is currently licensed requires continuing
education, the gpplication submitted in accordance with section 5.2.1 (above) shal
include documented evidence tha the continuing education requirements in that
jurisdiction have been met by the gpplicant during the five (5) years prior to
goplication for licensure in Rhode Idand.

5.2.2 If the Divison exempts the gpplicant, said individua shdl pay afee of sixty-two dollars and
fifty cents ($62.50) for a certificate of exemption from that examination, and upon receipt of
that fee, the Divison shdl recommend the gpplicant to the Director to be granted alicenseto
practice chiropractic medicinein this ate.

Section 6.0 Continuing Education



6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

Every chiropractic physician licensed to practice chiropractic medicine in Rhode Idand under the
provisons of the Act and the regulations herein, on or before the thirtieth (30th) day of October of
every third year after the 1980 regidtration, shal apply to the Board for certification of triennia
regisration of continuing education.

The gpplication shdl include satisfactory evidence to the Board of completion of at least sixty (60)
hours of ingtruction as defined in section 1.7 herein, and completed over the three (3) year period
preceding recertification. Nolessthanfifty (50) hoursof this60- hour requirement shdl beindinicaly-
related courses.

6.2.1 TheBoard may designate that course work in specific practice areas in specific amounts be
included inthetime period above. Notification of specific requirements, if any, will bemadeto
each licensee prior to the start of thethreeyear cycle. Inaddition, within agiven three (3) year
cycle, the Board may designate that licensees attend programs in specific content areas in
response to emerging public health concerns or other immediate concerns identified by the
Board. Adeguate notice shdl be given to dlow al licensees the opportunity to attend any
specific content area courses so designated.

6.2.2 Atlead thirty (30) hoursof ingruction in the three (3) year continuing educetion cycle shdl be
obtained in live, ddactic learning experiences. Such live learning experiences shdl include
hours of ingtruction acquired through attendance or participation at programsthat provide for
direct interaction between faculty and participants and may include lectures, symposia, live
teleconferences, or workshops.

It shdl be the sole responghility of the individua practitioner to obtain documentation from the
sponsoring organization, agency, inditution or other as approved by the Divison, of hisher
participation in alearning experience or course and the number of dated hours of instruction earned.

6.3.1 Thedocumentsshal be safeguarded by theindividua practitioner for review by the Board as
may be requested. These documents shal be retained by each licenseefor nolessthantwo (2)
years (i.e, from the date of license renewd) and are subject to random audit by the
Department.

A chiropractic physician failing to comply with the requirements herein shall be subject to the sanctions
of the Act, except whenthe educationa requirementsfor apractitioner are waived by the Divison for
due cause such as an applicant has suffered hardship or for any sufficient reason which prevented the
gpplicant from meeting the continuing educationa requirements and said reasons are found acceptable
to the Divison.

Section 7.0 Issuance and Renewal of License and Fee

71

Upon recommendation of the Board, the Director shdl issue an initid license to gpplicants who have
satifactorily met the licensure requirements herein. Subsequent to theinitia license issuance, license
renewals shal beissued upon recommendation of the Board to the Director for those applicantswho



7.2

7.3

mest the licensure requirements herein, including the continuing education requirements. Said licenseto
practice chiropractic medicine and/or chiropractic medicine with physiotherapy, unless sooner
suspended or revoked shal expire on thefollowing October 30th following the date of issuance of the
origind license and annually on November 1% thereefter.

Every person 0 licensed who wishes to renew higher license shdl file with the Divison, during the
month of October, arenewa gpplication duly executed together with the renewal fee of one hundred
twenty-five dollars ($125.00) made payable by check to the Generd Treasurer, state of Rhode Idand.

Any person who dlowshisher licenseto lapse by faling to renew it on or before thefirst of November
annualy as provided herein, may be reingtated by the Director upon submission of an application and
on payment of the current renewa fee, unless the license has been suspended or revoked.

Section 8.0 Rightsand Duties of Chiropractic Physicians

8.1

8.2

8.3

Chiropractic physicians shall be entitled to the same services of the laboratories of the Department of
Hedlth and other ingtitutions, and shall be subject to the same duties and lighilities, and shdl be entitled
to the same rights and privilegesin their professond caling pertaining to public health, which may be
imposed or given by law or regulation upon or to physicians qualified to practice medicine pursuant to
section 537-2 of the Generad Laws of Rhode Idand, as amended, however, the chiropractic
physicians shdl not write prescriptions for drugs for internal medication nor practice mgor surgery,
pursuant to the provisions of section 5-30-11 of the Act.

Thename of thelicensed chiropractic physician shdl beincluded in any advertisement, Sgn, Setionery
or other means which identifies the offering of chiropractic medica trestment.

Chiropractic medicd records shal be legible and contain the identity of the chiropractic physician or
physician extender and supervisng chiropractic physician by name and professiond title who is
respons blefor rendering, ordering, supervising or billing each diagnogtic or trestment procedure. The
records shal contain sufficient information to judtify the course of treetment, including, but not limited
to, patient histories, including medications, examination results, and test resultsleading to adifferentia
diagnoss, and reports of consultations and hospitalizetions.

Section 9.0 Grounds For Denial, Revocation or Suspension of License

9.1

Pursuant to the provisons of section 530-13 of the Act, the Divison may, after due notice and
hearing, inits discretion refuse to grant alicense to any chiropractic physician, if the goplicant has not
furnished satisfactory evidencethat he or she has completed the continuing requirementsin accordance
with the statutory and regulatory provisons herein. Furthermore, any violation of the statutory and
regulatory provisons herein shal be due cause for the Divison to impose such sanctions as denid,
suspension or revocation, which shal include unprofessiona conduct as defined in section 5-30-13ad
which indludes but is not limited to:
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h)

)

K)

the use of any fase or fraudulent statement in any document connected with the practice of
chiropractic medicine;

the obtaining of any fee by willful fraud or misrepresentation ether to a patient or insurance
plan;

the willful violaion of a privileged communication;

knowingly performing any act whichin any way aidsor assstsan unlicensed person to practice
chiropractic medicinein violaion of the Act;

the practice of chiropractic medicine under a fase or assumed name that shdl include the
practice of chiropractic medicine under afictitious name that does not include the name of a
chiropractic physcian in its advertisng;

the advertisng for the practice of chiropractic medicine in a deceptive or unethical manner
which shdl indude soliciting professona patronage by agentsor personsor profiting from acts
of those representing themsalves to be agents of the licensed chiropractic physcian;

the obtaining of afee as personal compensation or gain for an employer or for apersonona
fraudulent representation that a manifestly incurable condition can be permanently cured;

habitua intoxication or addiction to the use of drugs,

sexual misconduct: any violation of the chiropractic phys cian-patient rlaionshipinwhich
the licensed chiropractic physician engagesin, or attempts to induce a patient who is not the
chiropractic physician's spouse to engage in any sexua activity, whether consensud or non
consensud, while such a physician-patient relationship exists,

willful or repested violaions of any of the rules and regulations of the Rhode Idand
Department of Hedlth;

gross incompetence in the practice of higher profession;

repeeted acts of immorality or repeated acts of gross misconduct in the practice of higher
profession;

the procuring or aiding or abetting in procuring a crimind abortion; and

A chiropractic physician providing servicesto aperson who ismaking aclam asaresult of a
persord injury, who charges or collects from the person any amount in excess of the
reimbursement to the chiropractic physician by the insurer as a condition of providing or
continuing to provide services or treatment.



Advertising

9.2

9.3

Any person practicing pursuant to the provisons of Chapter 5-30 of the Rhode Idand Generd Laws,
as amended, shall be required to post hisher name on the premises where the services are being
offered in such amanner asto beclearly visbleto the public at the entrance to the premisesand on any
sgn vishble outsde of the premises which offers the delivery of chiropractic medica services.

Advertisement of any type (dectronic or print media) shal dso include the names and addresses of the
responsible chiropractic physcian.

Section 10.0 Rules Governing Practices and Procedures

10.1  All hearings and reviews required under the provisons of the Act shal be held in accordance with the

provisons of the Act and the Rules and Regulations of the Rhode Idland Department of Health
Regarding Practices and Procedures Before the Department of Health and Access to Public
Records of the Department of Health (R42-35-PP).

Section 11.0 Severability

111

If any provisonsof theserulesand regulations or the application thereof to any person or circumstance
shdl be hed invaid, such invdidity shdl not affect the provisons or gpplication of the rules and
regulations which can be given effect, and to this end the provisions of the rules and reguletions are
declared to be severable.
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