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INTRODUCTION 
 

   These Rules and Regulations for Licensure and Discipline of Chiropractic Physicians (R5-

30-CHI) are promulgated pursuant to the authority conferred under section 5-30-2 of the General Laws of 

Rhode Island, for the purpose of adopting minimum standards for the licensure of chiropractic physicians 

practicing in this state. 

In the development of the rules and regulations consideration was given to the following issues pursuant 

to the provisions of section 42-35-3(c) of the General Laws: (1) alternative approach to the regulations; (2) 

duplication or overlap with other state regulations; and (3) significant economic impact on small business as 

defined in Chapter 42-35 of the General Laws.  No duplication, overlap, alternative approach or significant 

economic impact was identified.  Consequently, the rules and regulations are adopted in the best interest of the 

health, safety and welfare of the public. 

 These rules and regulations shall supersede any previous rules and regulations pertaining to the licensing 

of chiropractic physicians promulgated by the Department of Health and filed with the Secretary of State.
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Section 1.0  Definitions 
 
Wherever used in these rules and regulations, the following terms shall be construed as follows: 
 
1.1 "Act" refers to Chapter 5-30 of the General Laws of Rhode Island, entitled "Chiropractic Physicians." 
 
1.2 "Board" refers to the state Board of Chiropractic Physicians within the Rhode Island Department of 

Health, established pursuant to the provisions of section 5-30-1.1 of the Rhode Island General Laws, 
as amended. 

 
1.3 The "practice of chiropractic medicine" pursuant to section 5-30-1 of the Act, means the science 

and the art of mechanical and material healing as follows: the employment of a system of palpating and 
adjusting the articulations of the human spinal column and its appendages by hand and electro-
mechanical appliances, and the employment of corrective orthopedics and dietetics for the elimination 
of the cause of disease provided that chiropractic physicians may not write prescriptions for drugs for 
internal medication nor practice major surgery as defined in Chapter 5-37 of the Rhode Island General 
Laws, as amended. 

 
1.4 "Chiropractic physician" means an individual licensed to practice chiropractic medicine pursuant to 

the provisions of the Act and the rules and regulations herein. 
 
1.5 "Director" means the Director, Rhode Island Department of Health. 
 
1.6 "Division" refers to the Division of Professional Regulation, Rhode Island Department of Health. 
 
1.7 "Hour of instruction" means a documentable unit of participation in a learning experience in a 

chiropractic medicine-related subject as: 
 

a) approved by the Council on Chiropractic Education; or 
 

b) conducted by the Chiropractic Society of Rhode Island  (C.S.R.I., Inc.) or by the major 
chiropractic society or association in another state or jurisdiction and approved by the 
Division; or 

 
c) completion of post-graduate study at an educational session or institution approved by the 

Division. 
 
 1.7.1 For the purposes of approval by the Division, an educational session(s) may be audited by a 

Board member without charge. Provided, however, said educational session may not be 
applied toward the Board member's own continuing education requirement as described 
herein. 

 
1.8 "Licensure" is synonymous with the term "certification" for the purposes of the rules and 

regulations herein.  
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1.9 "Physiotherapist" means an individual licensed to practice physiotherapy/ chiropractic medicine in 

this state pursuant to the provisions of the Act and the regulations herein. 
 
1.10 "Physiotherapy" means the treatment and instruction of human beings within the scope of 

chiropractic medical practice as defined in section 5-30-1 of the Rhode Island General Laws, as 
amended, to prevent, correct, alleviate and limit physical disability, physical dysfunction, and pain from 
injury, disease and any other bodily conditions, including the use of physical measures, activities, and 
devices, for prevention and therapeutic purposes; and the provision of consultative, educational, and 
other advisory services for the purpose of reducing the incidence and severity of physical disability, 
physical dysfunction and pain.  No person licensed to practice physiotherapy shall represent 
him/herself out as practicing physical therapy as defined in Chapter 5-40 of the Rhode Island General 
Laws, as amended, and the regulations adopted thereunder. 
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Section 2.0  Licensure Requirements 
 
2.1 Chiropractic Medicine: 
 
No person shall practice chiropractic medicine or any of its branches without a license issued in accordance 
with the provisions of the Act and the rules and regulations herein, pursuant to section 5-30-3 of the Act. 
 
2.1.1 Furthermore, no one shall represent himself/herself to be a  chiropractic physician, or use the title 

"Doctor of Chiropractic Medicine ", "D.C.", "Ph.C", "M.C.", "Chiropractic Physician", or use any 
word or title to induce the belief that he/she is engaged in the practice of chiropractic medicine, without 
having a license to practice chiropractic medicine in accordance with the provisions of the rules and 
regulations and the Act. 

 
2.2 Physiotherapy: 
 
No person licensed to practice chiropractic medicine issued under the provisions of the Act and the regulations 
herein shall practice physiotherapy or any of its branches without a license authorizing him/her to practice 
physiotherapy in accordance with the provisions of section 5-30-8 of the Act and section 3.2 herein. 
 
Section 3.0  Qualifications For Licensure 
 
3.1 Chiropractic Medicine: 
 
An applicant seeking licensure to practice chiropractic medicine in this state shall present evidence satisfactory 
to the Division, verified by oath, that he/she: 

 
a) is of good moral character;  
 
b) is more than twenty-three (23) years of age;  
 
c) has satisfactorily completed credit courses equal to two (2) years of pre-professional study, of no less 

than sixty (60) credit hours, acceptable by an accredited academic college toward a bachelor of 
science or bachelor of arts degree before commencing the study of chiropractic medicine. 

 
Any person graduating from a chiropractic medicine education program on or after July 5, 1999 must 
present evidence that before he/she commenced the study of chiropractic medicine, he/she had 
satisfactorily completed credit courses equal to four (4) years of pre-professional study at an 
accredited academic institution and earned a bachelor of science or bachelor of arts degree; and    

 
d) has successfully graduated from a school or college of chiropractic medicine accredited by the Council 

on Chiropractic Education and approved by the Division;  
 
e) has completed a residential academic course of at least four (4) years, (each year consisting of at least 

nine [9] months of study) and one (1) year of clinical internship; and 
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f) has successfully passed: 
 

i) Parts I and II examinations of the National Board of Chiropractic Examiners; and 
   

ii) The Written Clinical Competency Examination (WCCE) or Part III of the National Board of 
Chiropractic Examiners; and 

  
iii) Part IV of the National Board of Chiropractic Examiners. 

 
3.2 Physiotherapy 
 

An applicant seeking licensure to practice physiotherapy in this state in addition to the practice of chiropractic 
medicine shall: 
 

a) have completed a course of four (4) years, of eight (8) months each, at a school of chiropractic 
medicine approved by the Division; or 

 
b) have completed a course of three (3) years, of nine (9) months each, at a school of chiropractic 

medicine approved by the Division and an additional year of at least six (6) months in physiotherapy 
and all branches thereof at such school; or 

 
c) have served as an intern for six (6) months in any year at an institution approved by the Division, and 

the applicant shall satisfy the Division that he/she is otherwise qualified to practice physiotherapy in 
addition to chiropractic medicine; or 

 
d) holds a certificate of completion of a physiotherapy program from a college or school of chiropractic 

medicine accredited by the Council of Chiropractic Education and; 
 

e) shall have successfully passed the examination of the National Board of Chiropractic Examiners section 
in physiotherapy.  

 
Section 4.0  Application for Licensure and Fee 
 
4.1 Application for licensure to practice chiropractic medicine and/or physiotherapy in this state shall be 

made on forms provided by the Division, which shall be completed, notarized and submitted to the 
Board twenty-one (21) days prior to the scheduled date of the Board meeting at which the application 
is scheduled to be reviewed.  Such application shall be accompanied by the following documents: 

 
a) For U.S. Citizens: 

a certified copy of birth certificate; 
 
For Foreign Nationals: 
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if a certified copy of birth certificate cannot be obtained, immigration papers or resident alien 
card or such other birth-verifying papers acceptable to the Board; 

 
b) three (3) letters from three (3) licensed chiropractic physicians attesting to the applicant's moral 

character, including one (1) letter from a faculty member at a college of chiropractic medicine if 
the applicant has graduated within five (5) years of application; 

 
c) a statement from the board of chiropractic medicine in each state in which the applicant has 

held or holds licensure or registration to be submitted to the Division of this state attesting to 
the licensure status of the applicant during the time period applicant held licensure or 
registration in said state; 

 
d) supporting official transcript of education credentials as set forth in section 3.0 herein, including 

the official notification of the national examination results submitted directly to the Board by the 
National Board of Chiropractic Examiners; 

 
e) two (2) unmounted passport photographs of the applicant (head and shoulder view) 

approximately 2x3 inches in size; 
 

f) the application fee (non-refundable) made payable by check or money order to the General 
Treasurer, State of Rhode Island, as follows: 

 
i) for chiropractic medicine license: sixty-two dollars and fifty cents ($62.50); 

 
ii) for physiotherapy license: forty-three dollars and seventy-five cents ($43.75) unless 

examination for both chiropractic medicine and physiotherapy are taken at the same 
sitting in which case one fee of sixty-two dollars and fifty cents ($62.50) shall be 
charged; and 

 
g) such other information as the Board may deem necessary. 

 
Section 5.0  Licensing of Chiropractic Physicians with the Practice of Physiotherapy  
 
5.1  By Examination: 
 
Applicants shall be required to successfully pass such examination(s) as established by the Division to 
determine the applicant's qualifications to practice chiropractic medicine and physiotherapy. 
 
5.1.1 For Chiropractic Physicians: 
 

Written Examinations: 
 

The Division shall utilize for the examination in the basic sciences, subjects of microbiology, anatomy, 
physiology, chemistry and pathology, vertebral palpation and adjusting, the National Board of 
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Chiropractic Examiners' examinations (Parts I and II) and the Written Clinical Competency 
Examination (WCCE or Part III) and Part IV of the National Board of Chiropractic Examiners, or 
such other examination that, in the opinion of the Division, is substantially equivalent thereto. 
 

5.1.2 For Physiotherapists: 
 

a) The applicant shall qualify for licensure based upon the requirements of section 3.2 (e) herein. 
 

b) The Division shall issue a separate, numbered certificate to each licensee certified for the practice of 
physiotherapy. 

 
5.1.3 Passing Score: 

 
The Division shall accept the recommended passing score for Parts I, II, III, IV and the Special 
Purposes Examination for Chiropractic (SPEC) examinations of the National Board of Chiropractic 
Examiners as acceptable for applicants seeking licensure in Rhode Island. 

 
5.2 By Endorsement 
 

A license may be issued to a chiropractic physician duly authorized to practice chiropractic medicine in 
any other state, and who has been practicing chiropractic medicine in that state for at least five (5) 
years and desires to reside permanently and practice chiropractic medicine in this state, provided the 
laws of that state require qualifications of a grade equal to those required in Rhode Island in 
accordance with section 3.0 herein, and provided that equal rights are accorded by that state to 
chiropractic physicians of Rhode Island. 

 
5.2.1 If the chiropractic physician meets the above requirements, he/she shall submit an application in 

accordance with the provisions of section 4.0 herein to the Division by endorsement and the 
Division may, in its discretion, exempt him/her. 

 
  a) If the jurisdiction in which the applicant is currently licensed requires continuing 

education, the application submitted in accordance with section 5.2.1 (above) shall 
include documented evidence that the continuing education requirements in that 
jurisdiction have been met by the applicant during the five (5) years prior to 
application for licensure in Rhode Island. 

 
5.2.2 If the Division exempts the applicant, said individual shall pay a fee of sixty-two dollars and 

fifty cents ($62.50) for a certificate of exemption from that examination, and upon receipt of 
that fee, the Division shall recommend the applicant to the Director to be granted a license to 
practice chiropractic medicine in this state. 

 
Section 6.0  Continuing Education 
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6.1 Every chiropractic physician licensed to practice chiropractic medicine in Rhode Island under the 
provisions of the Act and the regulations herein, on or before the thirtieth (30th) day of October of 
every third year after the 1980 registration, shall apply to the Board for certification of triennial 
registration of continuing education. 

 
6.2 The application shall include satisfactory evidence to the Board of completion of at least sixty (60) 

hours of instruction as defined in section 1.7 herein, and completed over the three (3) year period 
preceding recertification.  No less than fifty (50) hours of this 60-hour requirement shall be in clinically-
related courses.  

 
6.2.1 The Board may designate that course work in specific practice areas in specific amounts be 

included in the time period above. Notification of specific requirements, if any, will be made to 
each licensee prior to the start of the three year cycle.  In addition, within a given three (3) year 
cycle, the Board may designate that licensees attend programs in specific content areas in 
response to emerging public health concerns or other immediate concerns identified by the 
Board.  Adequate notice shall be given to allow all licensees the opportunity to attend any 
specific content area courses so designated.  

 
 6.2.2 At least thirty (30) hours of instruction in the three (3) year continuing education cycle shall be 

obtained in live, didactic learning experiences.  Such live learning experiences shall include 
hours of instruction acquired through attendance or participation at programs that provide for 
direct interaction between faculty and participants and may include lectures, symposia, live 
teleconferences, or workshops. 

 
6.3 It shall be the sole responsibility of the individual practitioner to obtain documentation from the 

sponsoring organization, agency, institution or other as approved by the Division, of his/her 
participation in a learning experience or course and the number of dated hours of instruction earned. 

 
6.3.1 The documents shall be safeguarded by the individual practitioner for review by the Board as 

may be requested. These documents shall be retained by each licensee for no less than two (2) 
years (i.e., from the date of  license renewal) and are subject to random audit by the 
Department. 

 
6.4 A chiropractic physician failing to comply with the requirements herein shall be subject to the sanctions 

of the Act, except when the educational requirements for a practitioner are waived by the Division for 
due cause such as an applicant has suffered hardship or for any sufficient reason which prevented the 
applicant from meeting the continuing educational requirements and said reasons are found acceptable 
to the Division. 

 
Section 7.0  Issuance and Renewal of License and Fee 
 
7.1 Upon recommendation of the Board, the Director shall issue an initial license to applicants who have 

satisfactorily met the licensure requirements herein. Subsequent to the initial license issuance, license 
renewals shall be issued upon recommendation of the Board to the Director for those applicants who 
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meet the licensure requirements herein, including the continuing education requirements.  Said license to 
practice chiropractic medicine and/or chiropractic medicine with physiotherapy, unless sooner 
suspended or revoked shall expire on the following October 30th following the date of issuance of the 
original license and annually on November 1st thereafter. 

 
7.2 Every person so licensed who wishes to renew his/her license shall file with the Division, during the 

month of October, a renewal application duly executed together with the renewal fee of one hundred 
twenty-five dollars ($125.00) made payable by check to the General Treasurer, state of Rhode Island. 

 
7.3 Any person who allows his/her license to lapse by failing to renew it on or before the first of November 

annually as provided herein, may be reinstated by the Director upon submission of an application and 
on payment of the current renewal fee, unless the license has been suspended or revoked. 

 
Section 8.0  Rights and Duties of Chiropractic Physicians 
 
8.1 Chiropractic physicians shall be entitled to the same services of the laboratories of the Department of 

Health and other institutions, and shall be subject to the same duties and liabilities, and shall be entitled 
to the same rights and privileges in their professional calling pertaining to public health, which may be 
imposed or given by law or regulation upon or to physicians qualified to practice medicine pursuant to 
section 5-37-2 of the General Laws of Rhode Island, as amended, however, the chiropractic 
physicians shall not write prescriptions for drugs for internal medication nor practice major surgery, 
pursuant to the provisions of section 5-30-11 of the Act.  

 
8.2 The name of the licensed chiropractic physician shall be included in any advertisement, sign, stationery 

or other means which identifies the offering of chiropractic medical treatment. 
 
8.3 Chiropractic medical records shall be legible and contain the identity of the chiropractic physician or 

physician extender and supervising chiropractic physician by name and professional title who is 
responsible for rendering, ordering, supervising or billing each diagnostic or treatment procedure. The 
records shall contain sufficient information to justify the course of treatment, including, but not limited 
to, patient histories, including medications, examination results, and test results leading to a differential 
diagnosis; and reports of consultations and hospitalizations.   

 
Section 9.0  Grounds For Denial, Revocation or Suspension of License 
 
9.1 Pursuant to the provisions of section 5-30-13 of the Act, the Division may, after due notice and 

hearing, in its discretion refuse to grant a license to any chiropractic physician, if the applicant has not 
furnished satisfactory evidence that he or she has completed the continuing requirements in accordance 
with the statutory and regulatory provisions herein. Furthermore, any violation of the statutory and 
regulatory provisions herein shall be due cause for the Division to impose such sanctions as denial, 
suspension or revocation, which shall include unprofessional conduct as defined in section 5-30-13 and 
which includes but is not limited to: 

 



 
 9 

a) the use of any false or fraudulent statement in any document connected with the practice of 
chiropractic medicine; 

 
b) the obtaining of any fee by willful fraud or misrepresentation either to a patient or insurance 

plan; 
 

c) the willful violation of a privileged communication; 
 

d) knowingly performing any act which in any way aids or assists an unlicensed person to practice 
chiropractic medicine in violation of the Act; 

 
e) the practice of chiropractic medicine under a false or assumed name that shall include the 

practice of chiropractic medicine under a fictitious name that does not include the name of a 
chiropractic physician in its advertising; 

 
f) the advertising for the practice of chiropractic medicine in a deceptive or unethical manner 

which shall include soliciting professional patronage by agents or persons or profiting from acts 
of those representing themselves to be agents of the licensed chiropractic physician; 

 
g) the obtaining of a fee as personal compensation or gain for an employer or for a person on a 

fraudulent representation that a manifestly incurable condition can be permanently cured; 
 

h) habitual intoxication or addiction to the use of drugs; 
 
i) sexual misconduct:  any violation of the chiropractic physician-patient relationship in which 

the licensed chiropractic physician engages in, or attempts to induce a patient who is not the 
chiropractic physician's spouse to engage in any sexual activity, whether consensual or non-
consensual, while such a physician-patient relationship exists; 

 
j)  willful or repeated violations of any of the rules and regulations of the Rhode Island 

Department of Health; 
 

k) gross incompetence in the practice of his/her profession; 
 

l) repeated acts of immorality or repeated acts of gross misconduct in the practice of his/her 
profession;  

 
m)  the procuring or aiding or abetting in procuring a criminal abortion; and 

 
 n) A chiropractic physician providing services to a person who is making a claim as a result of a 

personal injury, who charges or collects from the person any amount in excess of the 
reimbursement to the chiropractic physician by the insurer as a condition of providing or 
continuing to provide services or treatment.  
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Advertising 
 
9.2 Any person practicing pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 5-30 of the Rhode Island General Laws, 

as amended, shall be required to post his/her name on the premises where the services are being 
offered in such a manner as to be clearly visible to the public at the entrance to the premises and on any 
sign visible outside of the premises which offers the delivery of chiropractic medical services. 

 
9.3 Advertisement of any type (electronic or print media) shall also include the names and addresses of the 

responsible chiropractic physician. 
 
Section 10.0  Rules Governing Practices and Procedures 
 
10.1 All hearings and reviews required under the provisions of the Act shall be held in accordance with the 

provisions of the Act and the Rules and Regulations of the Rhode Island Department of Health 
Regarding Practices and Procedures Before the Department of Health and Access to Public 
Records of the Department of Health (R42-35-PP). 

 
Section 11.0  Severability 
 
11.1 If any provisions of these rules and regulations or the application thereof to any person or circumstance 

shall be held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the provisions or application of the rules and 
regulations which can be given effect, and to this end the provisions of the rules and regulations are 
declared to be severable. 
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