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INTRODUCTION 
 
 These Rules and Regulations For Licensing of Radiographers, Radiation Therapists and 

Nuclear Medicine Technologists (R5-68-RAD) are promulgated pursuant to the authority set forth in 

section 5-68-4 of the General Laws of Rhode Island, as amended, and are established for the purpose of 

establishing minimal requirements for the licensing of Radiographers, Radiation Therapists and Nuclear 

Medicine Technologists. 

 Pursuant to the provisions of section 42-35-3(c) of the General Laws of Rhode Island, as 

amended, the following issues have been given consideration in arriving at the regulations in the best interest 

of the public health and welfare:  (1) alternative approaches to the regulations; (2) duplication or overlap 

with other state regulations; and (3) significant economic impact on small business as defined in Chapter 

42-35 of the General Laws.  No known overlap or duplication, no alternative approach nor any significant 

economic impact was identified. 

 These rules and regulations shall supersede any previous rules and regulations pertaining to the 

licensure of radiographers, radiation therapists and nuclear medicine technologists promulgated by the 

Department of Health and filed with the Secretary of State.  
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PART I DEFINITIONS AND LICENSURE REQUIREMENTS  
  (5-68-RAD) 
  
1.0  DEFINITIONS 
 
  Wherever used in these rules and regulations, the terms listed below shall be construed as 

follows: 
 
 .1 "Board" means the board of radiologic technology. 
 
 .2 "Department" means the department of health. 
 
 .3 "Director" means director of the department of health. 
 
 .4 "Financial interest" means being: 
 
  (a) A licensed practitioner of radiologic technology; or 
  (b) A person who deals in goods and services that are uniquely related to the practice 

of radiologic technology; or 
  (c) A person who has invested anything of value in a business that provides radiologic 

technology services. 
 
 .5 "License" means a written authorization issued by the department authorizing an individual 

to perform diagnosed and/or therapeutic radiologic procedures on humans. 
 
 .6 "Licensed practitioner" or "licensed practitioner of the healing arts" means an 

individual licensed to practice medicine, osteopathy, chiropractic, or podiatry in this state. 
 
 .7 "National organization" means a professional association, approved by the board, that 

examines, registers, certifies or approves individuals in education programs relating to 
operators of sources of radiation. 

 
 .8 "Operator" or "operator of sources of radiation" means any individual, other than a 

licensed practitioner of the healing arts, who used or operates a source(s) of radiation. 
 
 .9 "Nuclear medicine technology" means the act of giving a radioactive substance to a 

human being for diagnostic purposes, or the act of performing associated procedures, or 
both. 

 
 .10 "Radiography" means the direct application of ionizing radiation to human being for 

diagnostic purposes. 
 
 .11 "Radiologic technology" includes the practice of: 
  radiography; or  
  nuclear medicine technology; or 
  radiation therapy technology. 
 
 .12 "Radiation therapy technology" means the direct application of ionizing radiation to 

human beings for therapeutic purposes. 
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 .13 "Radiation physicist" means an individual in the field of radiation protection who has 

knowledge and responsibility to apply appropriate radiation practice. 
 
 .14 "Radiologist" means a licensed practitioner practicing within the field of radiology. 
 
 .15 "Sources of radiation" means any substance or device emitting or capable of producing 

ionizing radiation, for the purpose of performing human therapeutic or diagnostic radiologic 
procedures. 

 
 .16 "State" refers to the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations. 
 
 .17 "Student" means an individual enrolled in a course of study for medicine or radiologic 

technology. 
 
 .18 "Certified Dental Assistant" for the purposes of these Rules and Regulations means an 

individual who successfully completed a course in dental radiography which is offered by 
an education institution with a program accredited by the commission on Dental 
Accreditation and fulfills institutional requirements as set forth in section F2.3 of the Rules 
and Regulations for the Control of Radiation, Rhode Island Department of Health. 

 
 .19 "Supervision": 
 
  (a) "Direct personal supervision" means supervised by and in the physical presence 

of a radiologist or licensed operator; 
 
  (b) "Direct supervision" means supervised by a radiologist or licensed operator who 

is at all times available in the individual place of employment; 
 
  (c) "General supervision" means supervised by a radiologist or licensed operator 

who is available but not necessarily within the individual's place of employment. 
 
2.0 LICENSE REQUIREMENT 
 
 .1 No person shall practice radiography, nuclear medicine technology or radiation therapy or 

represent themselves as such, unless they are licensed under chapter 5-68 of the General 
Laws and these Rules and Regulations, except as otherwise provided. 

 
 .2 Nothing in these Rules and Regulations is intended to limit, preclude or otherwise interfere 

with the practice of other persons and health care providers licensed by appropriate 
agencies of Rhode Island. 

 
 .3 These Rules and Regulations do not prohibit a person enrolled in an approved school of 

radiologic technology, under the direct supervision of a board certified radiologist or a 
licensed radiologic technologist, from performing those duties essential for completion of a 
student's clinical service. 

 
 .4 These Rules and Regulations are not intended to supersede the Mammography rules and 

regulations promulgated pursuant to §23-17-32. 
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3.0 LICENSING BY TRAINING AND EXAMINATION 
 
 .1 Any person desiring to become a licensed radiographer, a licensed nuclear medicine 

technologist and/or a licensed radiation therapist shall make application to the board on a 
written form and in such manner as the board prescribes, pay all the required application 
fees and furnish evidence to the board that the applicant: 

 
  A. Has successfully completed a training program approved by the Joint Review 

Committee on Educational Programs in Radiology Technology or the Joint Review 
Committee on Educational Programs in Nuclear Medicine or; 

 
  B. Has successfully completed a training program conducted by the Armed Forces of 

the United States of America provided that educational preparation and training is 
equal to or greater than the professional educational requirements described in 
Section 3.1 A above and;  

 
  C. Has passed the examination given by the American Registry of Radiologic 

Technologists, or the Nuclear Medicine Technology Certification Board and; 
 
  D. Is of good moral character. 
 
4.0 LICENSING WITHOUT EXAMINATION 
 
 .1 The board shall waive the education and examination requirements for applicants who 

present proof of current licensure in a state which has standards at least equal to those for 
licensure in Rhode Island as determined by the board. 

 
 .2 The division shall issue a license in the appropriate category to any person who: 
 
  A. Has been working in the field of radiologic technology as a nuclear medicine 

technologist, or as a radiation therapist, or as a radiographer in all aspects of 
radiography as defined by the board for three (3) consecutive years from 1986 
and; 

 
  B. Submits proof of such employment to the department of health for review prior to 

1 July 1996 and; 
 
  C. is of good moral character. 
 
5.0 LIMITED LICENSE 
 
 .1 The division shall issue a limited license in radiologic technology to any person who: 
 
  A. has been working in a field of radiologic technology as a radiographer in some but 

not all aspects of radiography, as determined by the board on an individual basis, 
for at least five hundred (500) hours during each of three (3) consecutive years 
from 1987 and; 
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  B. Submits proof of such employment to the Department of Health for review prior to 
1 July 1996 and; 

 
  C. is of good moral character. 
 
 .2 Persons issued a limited license, duties and responsibilities: 
 
  A. depending upon their level of professional training and experience, as determined 

by a supervising licensed practitioner, may practice radiologic technology 
consistent with their expertise and that of the supervising licensed practitioner and; 

 
  B. may practice radiologic technology only under the direct supervision of a licensed 

practitioner or a licensed radiologic technologist and; 
 
  C. may not supervise others in the performance of radiologic technology. 
 
 .3 Duration of Limited License: 
 
  A. A limited license shall be valid only during the period of time that the licensee 

remains in the employ of the supervising licensed practitioner named on the original 
application for a limited license. 

 
  B. A limited license is transferable, for the same limitations that it was originally issued, 

to a new supervising licensed practitioner upon the approval of the Board. Each 
holder of a limited license shall be responsible to submit to the Board, upon change 
of employment status and upon re-employment, a signed statement from his/her's 
new supervising licensed practitioner identifying the licensee's duties and 
responsibilities. 

 
  C. A valid limited license may be renewed biennially as described in section 10.0. 
 
6.0 EXEMPTIONS 
 
 The provisions of the preceding sections shall not apply to: 
 
 .1 A radiologist certified or eligible for board certification from the American Board of 

Radiology. 
 
 .2 A licensed practitioner when practicing within his or her field of expertise. 
 
 
 .3 Students of medicine, when under the general supervision of an instructor who is a 

radiologist board certified or eligible for board certification and when acting within the 
scope of practice. 

 
 .4 A dentist, licensed dental hygienist or certified dental assistant when practicing within 

his/her field of expertise. 
 
 .5 Podiatry assistants who have received a "certificate of completion" from the Community 
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College of Rhode Island or other equivalent training approved by the board on an 
individual basis, after having taken and passed the course on "radiography for podiatry 
assistance" and when acting within the practice of podiatry. 

 
7.0 OTHER LICENSING PROVISIONS 
 
 .1 The license issued by the department shall describe the licensed person as a "licensed 

radiographer", a "licensed nuclear medicine technologist" or a "licensed radiation therapist", 
licensed by the Rhode Island Department of Health. 

 
 .2 Unless licensed as a "licensed radiographer", a "licensed nuclear medicine technologist" or a 

"licensed radiation therapist" under the radiologic technology act, no person shall use any 
title or abbreviation to indicate that the person is a licensed radiologic technologist. 

 
 .3 A valid license issued pursuant to chapter 5-68 and these Rules and Regulations shall be 

carried on the person of the radiologic technologist's while performing the duties for which 
said license is required. 

 
8.0 GRADUATE PRACTICE 
  
 .1 Any graduate of a training program approved by the board under section 3.0 who has filed 

a completed application (which includes all documents except for examination scores) for 
licensing shall be recognized upon receiving a receipt from the Rhode Island department of 
health, division of professional regulation, as a "graduate technologist".  This shall authorize 
the applicant to practice that branch of radiologic technology applied for, until the next 
succeeding exam is given and until the results of the exam are distributed and acted upon 
by the board.  In the event that the candidate shall fail the examination, all privileges issued 
under this graduate status shall be revoked. 

 
9.0 APPLICATION FOR LICENSE AND FEES 
 
 .1 Application for licensure shall be made on forms provided by the Division and shall be 

completed, notarized and submitted to the Division not less than thirty (30) days prior to 
the scheduled date of the Board meeting by applicants seeking licensure.   

 
 .2 Such application shall be accompanied by the following documents and fee; 
 
  A. For U.S. BORN applicants: 
   a certified or notarized copy of birth certificate. 
   For FOREIGN BORN applicants: 
   Proof of lawful entry into the country and eligibility for employment in the United 

States. 
 
  B. Be of Good Moral Character: 
   Signed statement on application. 
 
  C. Photographs: 
   a recent identification photograph of the applicant, head and shoulder front view 

approximately 2 x 3 inches in size; 
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  D. Resume: 
   a chronological resume of experience; 
 
  E. Job description: 
 
   where required, a notarized copy of your job description signed by your employer 

or their authorized agent, applicants for licensure without examination must also 
include the dates of employment in the field of radiologic technology; 

 
   a. for limited license applicants, a notarized description of your training and 

level of experience including dates of employment of at least five hundred 
(500) hours per year as a radiographer signed by your supervising licensed 
practitioner; 

 
  F. Verification (Applicants licensed in another state):  
   the Board of Radiologic Technology in each state in which the applicant has held or 

holds licensure shall submit directly to the Division, a statement attesting to the 
licensure status of the applicant during the time period the applicant held licensure 
in said state; 

 
  G. Transcripts: 
   supporting certified transcript of educational credentials as required in the 

appropriate section of 3.0 herein, signed by the registrar of the school or approved 
radiologic program, verifying the dates of attendance and completion of the 
appropriate program or by filing an original statement from the American Registry 
of Radiologic Technologist's (ARRT) or the Nuclear Medicine Technology 
Certification Board (NMTCB) verifying that the applicant is a graduate of an 
educational program approved by the ARRT or the NMTCB.  Such 
documentation must be sent directly from the school, ARRT or NMTCB to the 
Division.  Transcripts must consist of original statements and/or photocopies 
bearing the signature of the program director and the imprint of the school seal; 

 
 
 
  H. Examinations: 
   the results of any required examination under Section 3.0 must be submitted 

directly to the Division. 
 
  I. Fees: 
   An application fee of sixty-two dollars and fifty cents ($62.50) made payable to 

the General Treasurer, State of Rhode Island (non-returnable nor non-
refundable)shall be paid at the time the application is filed. 

 
  J. Other: 
   Such other information as may be deemed necessary and appropriate by the 

Board. 
 
10.0 ISSUANCE AND RENEWAL OF LICENSE AND FEE 
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 .1 Upon completion of the aforementioned requirements and at the recommendation of the 

Board the Division shall issue a license to those applicants found to have satisfactorily met 
all the requirements herein.  Said license unless sooner suspended or revoked shall expire 
on the first day of August of each odd numbered year and may be renewed upon 
submission of the license renewal fee. 

 
 .2 For Radiographer, Nuclear Medicine Technologist and Radiation Therapist the license 

renewal fee shall be sixty-two dollars and fifty cents ($62.50) each. 
 
 .3 On or before the first day of July of each odd-numbered year, the administrator of the 

Division shall mail an application for renewal of license to every person to whom a license 
has been issued or renewed during the current licensure period.  Every person so licensed 
who desires to renew his or her license shall file with the Division such renewal application 
duly executed, together with the renewal fee on or before the thirty-first day of July of each 
odd numbered year. 

 
 .4 Upon receipt of such application, and payment of said fee, the administrator of the Division 

shall grant a renewal license effective the first day of August, and expiring on the thirty-first 
day of July of the next odd-numbered year. 

 
11.0 CONTINUING EDUCATION 
 
 .1 On and after 1 August 1997 each renewal application must be accompanied by proof of 

completion, in the period beginning 1 August 1995, of at least ten (10) hours continuing 
education courses, clinics, lectures, training programs, seminars, or other programs related 
to the licensees specific license category of radiography, nuclear medicine technology or 
radiation therapy. At least one (1) of the ten (10) credits of continuing education must be 
specifically related to radiation protection.  Furthermore, at least five (5) of the ten (10) 
credits of continuing education must be completed within Category A, Formal Programs, 
as set forth hereunder. 

  
 .2 Approval of Category A, Formal Programs 
 
  Any continuing education program relevant to Radiology Technology or Nuclear Medicine 

and to be applied as continuing education credits under Category A, Formal Programs,  
must receive prior Board approval with the exception however of the following continuing 
education programs: 

 
  A. Programs reviewed and approved by a Recognized Continuing Education 

Evaluation Mechanism (RCEEM); 
 
  B. Activities meeting American Registry of Radiologic Technologist's (ARRT) or the 

Nuclear Medicine Technology Certification Board's (NMTCB) definition of an 
Approved Academic Course; 

 
  C. Cardio-Pulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) certification approved by the American 

Red Cross or the American Heart Association: 
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  D. Activities which have been approved by the American Medical Association (AMA 
Category I) or the American Nurses Association (ANA) through the American 
Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC) as long as they are relevant to the radiologic 
sciences; 

 
  E. Activities approved by another state licensing Board which meet ARRT or 

NMTCB criteria. 
 
 .3 Approval of Category B Programs 
 
  Any legitimate continuing education activity relevant to the radiologic sciences that are not a 

Category A, Formal Program, and meet the definition of a continuing education activity of 
the ARRT or the NMTCB. 

 
 .4 An individual holding more than one license as a "Licensed Radiographer" a "Licensed 

Radiation Therapist" and/or a "Licensed Nuclear Medicine Technologist" need earn only 
ten (10) continuing education credits per biennium. 

 
 .5 It shall be the sole responsibility of the individual technologist to obtain documentation from 

the approved sponsoring organization of his or her participation in a continuing education 
program and/or activity. 

 
 .6 Failure to provide such evidence shall constitute grounds for revocation, suspension, or 

refusal to renew such license. 
 
12.0 DENIAL, SUSPENSION, REVOCATION, AND REINSTATEMENT OF LICENSES 
  
The board may recommend refusal, suspension or revocation of any license in accordance with the 
procedures set forth in the administrative procedures act for any of the following causes: 
 
 .1 fraud in the procurement of any license under this chapter; 
 
 .2 imposition of any disciplinary action upon a person by any agency of another state which 

regulates radiologic technology but not to exceed the period or extent of such action; 
 
 .3 conviction of a crime which substantially relates to the qualifications, functions or duties of a 

radiologic technologist.  The record of conviction or a certified copy thereof shall be 
conclusive evidence of the conviction; 

 
 .4 impersonating or acting as a proxy for an applicant in an examination for registration in the 

field of radiologic technology; 
 
 .5 habitual or excessive use of intoxicants or drugs; 
 
 .6 gross negligence in his or her practice as a radiologic technologist; 
 
 .7 violating any of the radiologic technology act or any rules or regulations adopted under that 

act or aiding or abetting any person to violate the provisions of or any rules or regulations 
adopted under this chapter; 
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 .8 engaging in unprofessional conduct; or 
 
 .9 committing any fraudulent, dishonest or corrupt act which is substantially related to the 

qualifications, functions, or duties of a radiologic technologist. 
 
 .10 One year from the date of revocation of a license under the radiologic technology act, 

application may be made for reinstatement, restoration or modification of probation.  The 
board shall have the discretion to accept or reject any application for such reinstatement. 

 
13.0 RULES GOVERNING PRACTICE AND PROCEDURES 
 
 .1 All hearings and reviews required under the provisions of Chapter 5-68 of the General 

Laws of Rhode Island, 1956, as amended, shall be held in accordance with the provisions 
of the Rules and Regulations promulgated by the Rhode Island Department of Health 
entitled "Rules and Regulations Governing the Practices and Procedures Before the Rhode 
Island Department of Health (R42-35-PP)". 

 
14.0 SEVERABILITY   
 
 .1 If any part of this chapter is held unconstitutional or invalid, all parts that are severable from 

the invalid or unconstitutional part shall remain  in effect.  If a part of this chapter is held 
unconstitutional or invalid in one or more of its applications, the part shall remain in effect all 
constitutional and valid applications that are severable from the invalid applications. 
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