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INTRODUCTION

These Rules and Regulations For Licensing Doctors of Acupuncture and Acupuncture
Assstants (R5-37-.2-ACU) promulgated pursuant to the authority conferred under section 5-37.2-
7(3) of the Generd Laws of Rhode Idand, as amended, are established for the purpose of adopting
minmd standards for the licensure of doctors of acupuncture and acupuncture assgtants in this
state.

Pursuant to the provisons of section 42-35-3(c) of the Genera Laws of Rhode Idand, as
amended, the following issues were given conddedion in ariving a the regulaions (1)
dternative approaches to the regulations, (2) duplication or overlap with other dtate regulations; (3)
ggnificant economic impact on smdl busness as defined in Chapter 42-35 of the Rhode Idand
Generd Laws, as amended. No duplication, overlap, dternaive approach or sgnificant economic
impact was identified and the regulations are adopted in the best interest of the public.

These amended regulations shal supersede any previous Rules and Regulations for the

Licensing of Doctors d Acupuncture and Acupuncture Assistants promulgated by the Rhode Idand

Department of Hedlth and filed with the Secretary of State.
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PART | DEFINITIONS

Section 1.0 Definitions

Wherever used in these rules and regulations the following terms shdl be condrued asfollows:

11

1.2

13

14

1.5

1.6

"Act" refers to Chapter 537.2 of the Genera Laws of Rhode Idand, as amended, entitled,
"The Heding Art of Acupuncture.”

" Acupuncture” means the insertion of needles into the human body by piercing the skin of
the body, for the purpose of controlling and regulating the flow and balance of energy in the
body.

" Department” refersto the Rhode Idand Department of Hedlth.

" Director" refersto the Director of the Rhode Idand Department of Hedlth.

" Doctor of Acupuncture® means a person who has been licensed under the provisons of
Chapter 5-37.2 of the General Laws of Rhode Idand, as amended, to practice the art of
hedling known as acupuncture.

"Licensed acupuncture assistant” means a person who assds in the practice of

acupuncture under the direct supervison of a person licensed under the sautory and
regulatory provisons herein.



PART I Licensure Requirementsfor Doctor of Acupuncture and Acupuncture Assistant

Section2.0  General Requirements

21

22

2.3

24

2.5

No person shal engage in the practice of acupuncture or any branch thereof in this date
without holding a valid license as a doctor of acupuncture or acupuncture assstant issued by
the Department pursuant to the statutory and regulatory provisions herein.

2.1.1 Unless licensed as a doctor of acupuncture under the Act, or exempt from licensure
under the provisons of the Act, no person shdl practice or hold himsdf/hersdf out
as practicing, or engaging in the practice of acupuncture, either for compensation or
gratuitoudly.

Exempt from the provisons of these rules and regulations are physicians authorized to
practice acupuncture pursuant to section 5-37-20 of the General Laws of Rhode Idand, as
amended.

The Act shdl not be condrued to make unlawful the activities of persons involved in
research performed under the auspices of afederd or Sate regulated research ingtitution.

Pursuant to the requirements of section 5-37.2-124 of the Act, any acupuncturist vaidly
licensed, certified, or registered under prior law of this sate shal be deemed as licensed
under the provisons of the Act. A previoudy licensed, certified, or registered acupuncturist
ghdl only perform those professond duties and responshilities that are in accordance with
his’her professond education, training, and/or experience.

All acupuncturigts licensed in accordance with these rules and regulations shall not accept or
perform professond responshilities which the licensee knows or has reason to know that
such person is not qudified by training, experience, or cetification to perform. Violaion of
this section shal subject the licensee to the revocation or suspension of his’her license.

Section 3.0 Qualificationsfor Licensure

Doctor of Acupuncture:

31

3.2

No person shdl be licensed as a doctor of acupuncture unless he or she has passed the
examination by the Nationd Commisson for the Cetification of Acupuncture and Orientd
Medicine.

Before any goplicant shdl be digible for licensure, he or she shdl furnish satisfactory proof
that he or she:

@ IsaUnited States citizen or legd dien;

(b) Has demondrated proficiency in the English language by successfully completing
the tex adminigered by the Nationd Commisson for the Cetification of
Acupuncture and Orientd Medicine in English or by successfully completing the
Tedt of English asaForeign Language (TOEFL);



3.3

(© Isat least twenty one (21) years of age;
(d) Is of good moral character;

(e Has completed an accredited program of at least thirty six (36) months and not less
than twenty five hundred (2500) hours of training and has recaved a cetificate or
diploma from an inditute gpproved by the Nationa Accreditation Commisson for
Schools and Colleges of Acupuncture and Orientd Medicine, according to the
provisons of the Act; provided, however, the provisons of this subsection shdl not
goply to anyone licensed to practice under Chapter 37 of Title 5 who is qudified to
take and pass the tet by the Nationd Commisson for the Certification of
Acupuncture and Orientd Medicine;

® Has completed a clinica internship training as may be designated as gppropriate by
the Naiond Commisson for the Certification of Acupuncture and Orientd
Medicine; and

(o)) Has three (3) letters of reference from reputable individuas other than relatives and
at least two (2) of which shall be from licensed or registered doctors of acupuncture.

(h) mests such other requirements as may be established by the Director.

Acupuncture Assistant:

Pursuant to section 537.2-13 of the Rhode Idand Generad Laws, as amended, an applicant seeking
licensure for acupuncture assgtant in this state must:

a)
b)

c)
d)

€)

be of good mora character and have attained the age of twenty one (21) or older;

have successfully completed a course of study in acupuncture in any college or school in any
country, territory, province or state requiring any attendance to thirty-sx (36) months,

have practiced acupuncture for not less than three (3) years,
have satisfactorily passed the examination of the Department for acupuncture assstants; and

meet such other requirements as may be established by the Director.

Section 4.0 Application for Licensure and Fees

4.1

Doctor of Acupuncture:

An gpplicant for examination for licensure as doctor of acupuncture shdl submit to the Divison an
goplication form provided by the Divison which shal be completed, notarized and which shdl be
accompanied by the following documents and fees (non-refundable and non-returnabl e):

a)

Three (3) letters of reference from reputable individuds other than relatives and at least two
(2) of which shdl be from licensed or registered doctors of acupuncture or acupuncturists;



b) acertified copy of birth certificate; or

if a cetified copy of birth cetificate cannot be obtained, immigration papers or resdent
dien card or such other birth verifying papers acceptable to the Department;

C) a recent identification photogreph of the applicant, head and shoulder front view
goproximatdy 2 x 3inchesin gze

d) a chronologicd resume of experience from the time of graduation from college or school of
acupuncture to the date of gpplication;

e) a daement from the Board of Examiners in Acupuncture in each date in which the
goplicant has held or holds licensure or regidraion to be submitted to the Divison of this
date datesting to the licensure status of the gpplicant during the time period applicant held
licensure or regidration in said date(s);

f) supporting certified transcripts of education credentids as required in the appropriate section
of 30 herein. Such documentation must consst of origind Statements and/or photocopies
bearing the Sgnature of the dean or registrar and the imprint of the school sed;

0 the results of the examination submitted to the Divison directly by the Nationa
Commission for_the Certification of Acupuncture and Orientd Medicing

h) the gpplication fee of one-hundred twenty-five dollars ($125.00) made payable by money
order or check to the Genera Treasurer, state of Rhode Idand (non-refundable); and

i) such other information as may be deemed necessary and appropriate by the Director.
Section 5.0 Examination
51 BY EXAMINATION:

5.1.1 Doctor of Acupuncture:
Applicants shal be required to pass the Nationd Commission for the Certification of Acupuncture
and Orientd Medicine examination to test the applicant's knowledge and skills to practice
acupuncture in this Sate pursuant to the statutory and regulatory provisions herein.

5.1.2 Acupuncture Assistants:

Applicants seeking licensure as acupunciure assgants shal be required to pass such written
examination as determined by the Director.

52 RE-EXAMINATION:
5.2.1 Doctor of Acupuncture:

An agpplicant shdl be entitled to re-examination in accordance with the policies of the Nationd
Commission for the Certification of Acupuncture and Orienta Medicine.

4



5.2.2 Acupuncture Assistant:

An acupunciure assgant who fals the written examination shal be entitted to re-examinaion in
accordance with procedures determined by the Department.

5.3

WITHOUT EXAMINATION:

The Depatment may, a its discretion, issue a license without examination to a doctor of
acupuncture who has been licensed, cetified, or otherwise formdly legdly recognized as an
acupuncturig in any dae or teritory if dl three of the following conditions are met to its

satisfection

@ The applicant meets the requirements of practice in the date or teritory in which the
gpplicant islicensed, certified or registered as an acupuncturi<t;

(b) The requirements for practice in the date or territory in which the gpplicant is licensed,
certified or registered as an acupuncturist are at least as stringent as those of this state; and

(© The date or territory in which the agpplicant is licensed, certified, or legaly recognized as an
acupuncturist permits a practitioner licensed in this dae to practice acupuncture in that
juridiction.

54  Stes and schedules of examinations may be obtained directly from the nationd examination

sarvice or from the Divigon.

Section 6.0 Issuance and Renewal of License

6.1

6.2

Upon completion of the aforementioned requirements, the Director may issue a license to
those applicants found to have satisfactorily met dl the requirements herein pertaining to
ether doctor of acupuncture or acupuncture assstant based on the applicant's licensure
request. Said license unless sooner suspended or revoked shal expire annudly on the £ of
February of each year.

On or before the fird day of December in each year, the Adminidrator of the Divison shal
mail an application fee renewa of license to every person b whom a license has been issued
or renewed during the current year. Every person licensed who intends to practice as a
doctor of acupuncture or acupuncture assstant during the ensuing year shdl file a renewa
goplication fully executed together with the renewd fee made payable by check or money
order to the Generd Treasurer, State of Rhode Idand as follows:

Doctor of Acupuncture....renewa fee of three hundred twelve dollars and fifty cents
($312.50)
Acupuncture Assistant....renewa fee of one hundred eighty-seven dollars and fifty cents
($187.50)

Sad gpplication and renewd fee must be submitted to the Divison on or before the first day
of January in each yeer.



6.3
6.4
Section 7.0
7.1
@
(b)
(©
(d)
Section 8.0
8.1

Upon receipt of a renewd application and payment of fee, the accuracy of the application
shdl be verified and alicense renewd shdl be granted effective 1 February of that year.

If the holder of a license fails to pay the licensure fee, his or her license shdl be suspended.
The license may be reingated by payment of the required fee within ninety (90) days after
thefirst of February in each given year.

Continuing Education

Mandatory continuing education requirements for a doctor of acupuncture licensed in this
state, shdl include, but not be limited to the following:

Each person licensed under the Act, whether or not resding within this sate, shal
complete twenty (20) hours of continuing education within each annud renewd
period (i.e., each year), except during the initid annua renewd period.

Continuing education hours will be accepted by the Department for course work
which has been presented, accepted or approved by a nationdly recognized
acupuncture organization or its loca chapter, or any accredited school of
acupuncture.

At the time of license renewa, each licensee will be required to attest to the fact of
having complied with the above requirements Course descriptions, proof of
attendance or other documentation of completion will be retained by the licensee for
aminimum of three (3) years and is subject to random audit by the Department.

0] Falure to produce saisfactory documentation of completion upon request by
the Depatment conditutes grounds for disciplinary action under the
provisons of the Act.

Each person not obtaining the required number of hours of continuing education may
have his or her license renewed for just cause, as determined by the Department, so
long as the Department requires that the deficient hours of continuing education, and
al unpaid fees, are made up during the following renewd period in addition to the
current continuing education requirements for the renewd period. If any doctor of
acupuncture fals to make up the deficient hours and complete the subsequent
renewa period, or fals to make up unpad fees, then his or her license shdl not be
renewed until dl fees are pad and al the required hours are completed and
documented to the Department.

Recording of License and Display of License

Pursuant to section 5-37.2-14 of the Act, every person holding a license to practice
acupuncture or to serve as an acupuncture assstant in this state shal record his or her license
with the city or town hdl in the city or town where his or her office and residence are located.

811

Furthermore, every licensee upon a change of resdence or office shdl have his
license recorded in like manner in the municipdity to which he or she has changed.



8.2 Evey licensee dhdl dislay in his or her office, place of busness or place of employment his
or her current license.

Section 9.0 Denial, Suspension or Revocation of License

9.1  Pursuant to section 527.2-15 of the Act, the Department may ether refuse to issue or may
suspend or revoke any license for anyone or any combination of the following causes:

@

(b)

(©
(d)
C)
(®

©

)

()

@)

(k)

0
(m)
)

Conviction of a fdony, conviction of any offense involving mord turpitude or
conviction of a violaion of any dae or federd law regulating the possesson,
digribution or use of any controlled substance as defined in §21-28-1.02 of the
Rhode Idand Generd Laws, as amended, as shown by a certified copy of record of
the court;

The obtaining of or any attempt to obtain a license or practice in the professon for
money or any other thing of vaue, by fraudulent misrepresentations;

Gross ma practice;
Advertisng by means of knowingly fase or deceptive satement;
Advertising, practice or attempting to practice under a name other than one's own;

Habitud drunkenness or habitud addiction to the use of a controlled substance as
defined in 821-28-1.02 of the Rhode Idand Generd Laws, as amended;

Usng any fdse fraudulent or forged statement or document, or engaging in any
fraudulent, decetful, dishonest, immora practice in connection with the licensng
requirement of the Act;

Sudtaining aphysical or mental disability which renders further practice dangerous,
Engaging in any dishonorable, unethicd or unprofessond conduct which may
deceive, defraud or harm the public, or which is unbecoming a person licensed to
practice under the Act;

Usng awy fdse or fraudulent statement in connection with the practice of
acupuncture or any branch thereof;

Violation or atempting to violate, or assging or abetting the violation of or
conspiring to violate any provison of the Act;

Being adjudicated incompetent or insane;
Advertisng in an unethica or unprofessond manner;

Obtaining a fee or financid benefit for any person by the use of fraudulent diagnoss,
therapy or treatment;



(0)  Willful disclosure of a privileged communication;

(p) Failure of a licensee to designate his school of practice in the professond use of his
name by the term doctor of acupuncture or acupuncture assistant as the case may be;

(9 Willful vidlation of the law reating to the hedth, safety or wdfare of the public or
of the rules and regulations promulgated by the state Department of Hedlth;

()] Adminigering, dispensng or prescribing any controlled substance as defined in
§21-28-1.02, except for the prevention, dleviation or cure of disease or for relief
from suffering;

(9 Peaforming, assding or adviang in the injection of any liquid glicone into the
human body.



PART III VIOLATIONS SANCTIONS SEVERABILITY
Section 10.0 Violations and Sanctions

10.1 Any violaions of the provisons of the Act and the rules and regulaions herein, shdl be
cause for the Director to impose such sanctions as denid, revocation or suspenson of an
individud's license or imposng such other disciplinary action pursuant to the provisons of
the Act.

Section 11.0 Rules Governing Practices and Procedures

11.1 All hearings and reviews required under the provisons of Chapter 5-37.2 of the Generd
Laws of Rhode Idand, as amended, shdl be held in accordance with the provisons of the Act
and the Rules and Regulations of the Rhode Island Department of Health Regarding
Practices and Procedures Before the Rhode Island Department of Health and Access to
Public Records of the Department of Health (R42-35-PP).

Section 12.0 Severability

12.1 If any provisons of these rules and regulaions or the application thereof to any persons or
cdrecumdance shdl be hdd invdid, such invdidity shdl not affect the provisons or
goplication of the rules and regulations which can be given effect, and to this end the
provisons of the rules and regulations are declared to be severable.
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