
Ms. Paula Pullano 
Department of Health 
3 Capitol Hill 
Providence, RI 02908 

Document: 216-RICR-50-05-4 Licensing Aquatic Venues 

July 28, 2021 

Dear Ms. Paula Pullano, 

IDEXX appreciates the opportunity, from the Rhode Island Department of Health (RIDOH) to submit our input 
regarding the proposed amendments to rule: Licensing Aquatic Venues (216-RICR-50-05-4). IDEXX commends and 
supports the proposed revisions to add additional testing requirements to better protect public health. In addition, 
IDEXX would like to request RIDOH to consider the following comment. 

We suggest adding an additional testing requirement for the monitoring of  Legionella pneumophila, by a 
laboratory certified for a culture method, for licensees with hot tubs, spas and therapeutic pools, when the Agency 
may require. 

Rational: Legionella bacteria live within potable and non-potable water systems. People become ill when the 
Legionella species Legionella pneumophila, the primary species linked to Legionnaires’ disease, is aerosolized from 
the water and in-hailed or aspirated infecting the macrophages within a person’s lungs, producing a severe 
pneumonia [1,2]. 

Legionnaires’ disease has an associated risk with hot tubs, spas, and therapeutic pools [3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 12] as these 
systems can facilitate the bacterium becoming airborne causing the transmission to people [5]. 

With the transmission of L. pneumophila associated with manmade environmental settings [9], the prevention of 
Legionnaires’ disease can be completed by monitoring, identifying and controlling the bacteria’s presence [10]. 

Multiple entities provide guidance and/or legislation for action limits when the presence of L. pneumophila is 
detected [see attached Legionella Action Limits - Guidance/Legislation water tables at the end of this comment]. 

Even though there are currently few U.S. guidelines and/or regulations on the prevention of Legionnaires’ disease 
[11], IDEXX encourages the RIDOH to consider adding the suggested edit to strengthen the Licensing Aquatic Venues 
(216-RICR-50-05-4) regulation and as a way to better protect public health against Legionnaires’ disease. We 
appreciate the opportunity to provide these comments and look forward to the next steps for this rule. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jody Frymire MPH, Regulatory Affairs Specialist, IDEXX Water 
One IDEXX Drive| Westbrook, ME 04038| idexx.com/water | jody-frymire@idexx.com 

mailto:jody-frymire@idexx.com
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Legionella Action limits – Guidance / Legislation
Potable water
Country Entity Type of rule Potable water limit

United States

CDC Guidance Depends on Risk Mgmt Plan

ASHRAE Guideline 12 See slide 3

AIHA Guidance ≥ 10 per mL

OSHA Guidance ≥ 10 per mL

VA Directive 1061 Guidance Any positive

New York State Dept. of Health Legislation ≥ 30% “positive” outlets
(healthcare facilities only)

France Ministry of Health Legislation ≥ 1 per mL

Germany Trinkwasserverordnung
TrinkwV 2001

Legislation ≥ 1 per mL
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Legionella Action Limits – Guidance / Legislation
Nonpotable water

Country Entity Type of rule NonPotable water limit

United States

CDC Guidance Depends on Risk Mgmt Plan

ASHRAE Guideline 12 (see slide 3)

AIHA Guidance ≥ 100  per mL

OSHA Guidance ≥ 100  per mL

New York State Dept. of Health
New York City Dept. of Health

New Orleans, LA (CTs)
Garland, TX

Legislation

Legislation
Legislation
Legislation

≥ 20 per mL

≥ 10 per mL 
≥ 10,000 mL
At City Dept. of Health discretion

France Ministry of Health Legislation ≥ 1 per mL

Germany Trinkwasserverordnung
TrinkwV 2001

Guidance ≥ 1 per mL

Canada Quebec Legislation ≥ 10 per mL 
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Action limits – Potable & Nonpotable water
ASHRAE Guideline 12 and US CDC

Guidance Limit

Program under control • If ≤1 CFU* per mL for potable water 
• If ≤10 CFU per mL for cooling towers

Conditions may allow for growth • If >1 CFU per mL for potable water 
• If >10 CFU per mL for cooling towers

Growth appears to be poorly controlled • 10 to 100-fold increase for potable water or cooling towers

Growth appears to be uncontrolled • >100-fold increase

* CFU and MPN reporting units are used interchangeably, See ISO 6107
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