
Paula Pullano 
RI Department of Health 
3 Capitol Hill, Room 410 
Providence, RI 02908-5097 
 
To Whom It May Concern,  
 

As the School Resource Officer of the Scituate Police Department I am assigned to the Scituate 
School District.  I believe banning the sale of flavored e-cigarettes in Rhode Island is important for the 
health and wellbeing of our children.  I am in my fourth year as an SRO.  Unfortunately, during my 
tenure, I have observed the proliferation of flavored e-cigarettes in the form of vape and juul devices.   
 

In my first year as an SRO, I encountered zero instances of a student violating the code of 
conduct by being in possession of nicotine on school grounds.  Without warning, seemingly overnight, 
these types of violations became commonplace.  Students began utilizing the student bathroom areas to 
smoke from Juul devices.  My office became inundated with calls from parents reporting their children 
did not feel comfortable using the bathrooms because students were now using them as “smoking 
zones”. 
 

Students have responded to my office asking for my assistance in clearing out the bathroom.  
They report large numbers of students occupying the restroom stalls for smoking, leaving no availability 
to utilize the bathroom for its intended purpose.  For each instance I have been involved in which a 
student was found in possession of an electronic nicotine delivery device, they were utilizing flavored 
nicotine products.   
 

Although manufactures, distributors, and sellers of these products maintain they are intended 
for the use by adults, the popularity of flavored nicotine with our youth is undeniable.  Many students I 
speak with readily admit they began smoking these products as a social endeavor.  When asked, they 
explain their initial attraction was to the appealing variety of flavors.  Flavors such as mango, cotton 
candy, and gummy bear disarmed them to the possible dangers of nicotine addiction.  
 

Unfortunately, many students now lament, through use of these products they have become 
addicted to nicotine and must smoke during the school day.  If they do not smoke they cannot maintain 
an appropriate level of academic focus.  They regret their decision.  It is troubling to consider there is a 
potential for this crisis to worsen given last year in Rhode Island 48.9% of high school students tried an 
e-cigarette and more than 30% of youth identified as a current user (Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 2019). 

 
This past year I was recognized by the National Association of School Resource Officers (NASRO) 

as the National SRO of the Year.  This recognition has allowed me to network with SRO’s throughout the 
United States.  I have found this problem is plaguing students throughout the country.  SRO’s from 
Alabama, Colorado, Texas, California, and Oregon have all reported similar situations in their high 
schools.  I urge you, to let us, here in Rhode Island, act as a leader and an example of protection for 
youth against the dangers of flavored e-cigarettes.   
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
SRO Richard Dean Parenti 
Scituate Police Department 


