
RI Vaping Crisis Testimony to RIDOH by David Dansereau

From 2017 to 2019, e-cigarette use among high school students increased by 135 
percent.   While students were being hooked, schools had no plan or budget to fight 
this new health threat.  As we all know now vaping and e-cigs are currently an 
epidemic throughout the state and we’ve all fallen behind. Now we must move to 
solutions to try to get our youth to quit as they are already addicted. This process 
starts with funding.  We didn’t spend money on prevention and awareness, in fact we 
diverted it to fill state budget gaps, and we haven’t funded school wellness initiatives 
so now we are trying to catch up at each school district level.  As evidence, if you look 
at the reports that came out today by the American Lung Foundation, you see RI just 
received a grade of an “F” with money they received from the first tobacco settlement 
and diverted to fill state budget deficits.  That report is here:


https://www.lung.org/our-initiatives/tobacco/reports-resources/sotc/state-grades/
state-rankings/tobacco-prevention-cess.html


Here’s more information and a link to my testimony with video I sent in last month to 
the Department of Health for public comment on the ban on flavored E-Cigs. The data 
and links to follow verify the report by the American Lung Foundation.


Copy—- from RIDOH testimony 

Background: My position on this subject is we waited way too long to take action and 
the state underfunded schools and diverted prevention effort dollars in Rhode Island.  
Now we need to invest in treatment solutions because our young bright minds are 
already addicted. 


Bottom line: The flavored vape indeed worked well to attract young users and we all 
turned a blind eye and were afraid to step in and say something sooner and had no 
funds to take real action within the schools.


Here's my video: 

Why An End to 
Flavored Vaping Sales 
in RI Still Will Not Be 
Enough to Combat 
The Vaping Epidemic

 https://youtu.be/
oqZthRTsqnQ 
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There is a proposal for Rhode Island which would BAN the sale of flavored e-
cigarettes/ENDS products (Electronic Nicotine-Delivery System) in RI. This is a short 
video to explain my position on the topic as I will not be able to attend the public 
comment period.  


Background you should know (from TobaccoFreeKids.org) which backs current 
American Lung Association Report


"Since the states settled their lawsuits against the major tobacco companies in 1998, 
our annual reports have assessed whether the states are keeping their promise to use 
a significant portion of their settlement funds – estimated at $246 billion over the first 
25 years – to attack the enormous public health problems caused by tobacco use in 
the United States.


Despite receiving huge sums from the settlement and collecting billions more in 
tobacco taxes, the states continue to shortchange tobacco prevention and cessation 
programs that are proven to save lives and reduce health care costs. As the e-cigarette 
epidemic threatens the nation’s progress in reducing youth tobacco use, most states 
continue to shortchange the very programs designed to prevent kids from using 
tobacco products."

In the current budget year, Fiscal Year 2020, the states will collect $27.2 billion from the 
settlement and taxes. But they will spend just 2.7% of it – $739.7 million – on programs 
to prevent kids from smoking and help smokers quit.


Meanwhile, tobacco companies spend $9.4 billion a year – $1 million every hour – to 
market their deadly and addictive products. This means tobacco companies spend 
over $12 to market their products for every $1 the states spend to reduce tobacco 
use."*


*Source: Background and data cited in this video are from:

https://www.tobaccofreekids.org/what-...


Look up your own state to see how you are doing!

{Sidebar: Rhode Island received $191.6 Million in tobacco revenue and spent only 
$390,926 in FY2019 compared to Percent of CDC Recommended Spending ($12.8 
million) ranking Rhode Island 42nd in the country  for Tobacco Prevention Spending }


As you see in my short video explanation, we've ignored this problem way too long and 
underfunded education and allowed this to grow to the point where we now need to 
invest in comprehensive treatment solutions.  Young Bright Minds are already addicted 
and in part, we should be asking what happened to all the money in Rhode Island that 
was aimed to address this issue?  


Now that we have Big Tobacco 2.0, what are we going to do??
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Here's a few reports you might not want to read which looks at where the money went 
in RI:

https://www.yourethecure.org/ri-s-tob...

https://www.propublica.org/article/ho...

https://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/07/op...
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