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Gareau, Lauren (RIDOH - Contractor)

From: philip johnson <philip969@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, January 7, 2020 3:27 PM
To: Pullano, Paula (RIDOH)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Vaping Suggestions

Hello, 

Let me start by introducing myself; I am a 29-year-old male and have been smoking menthol cigarettes since I was 14 
years old. I have always been fascinated with smoking, not to look cool or to get an effect from it; I enjoy exhaling 
smoke. Period. I can recall purchasing packs of cigarettes from convenience store clerks who did not check ID’s and 99% 
of the time they were foreign. I remember in high school some of my friends bragging that some cops just paid them to 
go into convenient stores and try to buy cigarettes without an ID, when they did the store and the clerk would be in 
trouble (I don’t recall the specifics as I was just a high school freshman, I just remember that they didn’t catch the guy 
who was selling to me…and that was in Bristol RI).  

Now, I can understand how today’s teens have started vaping since it would have been widely popular if the technology 
were available when I was in high school. I completely agree that NO person under the age determined in that state 
should be allowed to purchase or even to use any tobacco product. If they are caught using them on school property it 
should equal suspension, not just taking the device away. 

 It would have been a great help to my health if my town/state had caught every person who was selling tobacco 
without checking an ID first, I would have had to wait until I was 18 and by that time the fascination very well may have 
fizzled out or my developed brain may have recognized the negative effects would have outweighed that fascination.  

Just a few weeks ago I drove across the RI border to a Sunoco station in CT and bought two packs of Cucumber flavored 
Juul pods. The foreign clerk did NOT check my ID. I wonder how many underage kids are still buying them from places 
like this. EVERY vape store I have visited will check my ID because that is their entire business. A Sunoco clerk can just 
get another job at another gas station, the vape shop owner will lose his entire livelihood.  

I am already age verified with Juul and they ship me 8 flavored pods for my personal use. If Rhode Island outlaws the 
sale of flavored e-liquid, more specifically flavored Juul pods shipped by mail to age verified customers, I will inevitably 
smoke more tobacco cigarettes, something I have been working hard to quit with the cucumber flavored Juul pods, the 
ONLY thing that works as a substitute and allows me to pass my cravings for Marlboro cigarettes.  

My ultimate suggestion is to ban the sale of Juul pods and e-liquids at convenience stores and gas stations, only allow 
the sale of these products at vape stores and through the mail to those of legal age. I would not even mind seeing a limit 
to 2-4 packs of pods per month to reduce or eliminate the chance of someone who is age verified reselling them to 
minors.  

Flavors are not the problem; they are the solution to help end our addiction to tobacco.  

Store clerks who do NOT check ID’s are the problem that caused this teen vaping epidemic, not the legal users who rely 
on these products to increase their chances of living a longer and healthier life.  

Thank you for taking the time to read this far, I hope my experience has helped you understand a little bit more of the 
situation and I am available to clarify or expand on anything you found helpful or interesting.  

Thank you, Philip Johnson | philip969@gmail.com | 508-474-5379  


