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Gareau, Lauren (RIDOH - Contractor)

From: Phil Cativo <phil@giantvapes.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 9, 2020 12:39 PM
To: Pullano, Paula (RIDOH)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Proposed Flavor Ban

Good afternoon Mrs. Pullano, 
 
I am writing you today as a resident and taxpayer to tell you that I am vehemently opposed to the possible flavor ban 
that RIDOH is contemplating. I feel that Governor Raimondo's temporary ban was an overreach predicated on false 
pretenses and does nothing to address and "epidemic" that the governor claims is so rampant. The CDC concluded their 
investigation and determined that Vitamin E acetate in illicit THC carts to be the cause of the outbreak of lung disease 
cases and this has nothing to do with flavor choice in e-cigarettes. Of the millions of ex-smokers who have used ENDS 
systems to successfully quit 90% have done so through the availability of flavors. Once a smoker has converted from 
combustible tobacco to a vapor alternative they want to get as far away from tobacco flavors as possible. This is a 
component of the process and has been very successful. There have been multiple published studies that have 
determined vapor products to be substantially safer than combustible tobacco and I fear if this flavor ban goes through 
it will force many people to return to smoking. There are millions of people employed in this industry throughout the US 
who are losing their livelyhoods so the FDA,CDC and RIDOH can make this issue a political win.The economic fallout will 
only be eclipsed by the health issues as people are forced to either buy from the black market to get flavors, make their 
own or return to smoking. I implore you to please step back and make T21 bear the brunt of this regulatory oversight. 
Thank you for your time. 
 
 
PHILIP CATIVO 
 


