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Goulet, Morgan (OHHS)

From: pam.bruno <pam.bruno@cox.net>
Sent: Thursday, January 9, 2020 12:35 PM
To: Pullano, Paula (RIDOH)
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] : Flavor ban

Dear Paula, 
I’m voicing my opposition to the vapor flavor ban in R.I. I smoked over a pack a day of Marlboro cigarettes for over 50 
years. I’ve tried hypnotism twice, Wellbutrin, the patch ( I still smoked while on the patch) & Chantix twice with 
numerous side effects. 
 
It wasn’t until 2016 when my son took me to a vape store that I was able to control my addiction to cigarettes. I tried the 
nicotine flavor which was horrible, switched to cinnamon which really helped me & for the past few years vape Milly 
Black. I have been able to cut down on my nicotine level to 6 mg without the tar & other harmful chemicals that are in 
cigarettes. 
 
I buy from a local vape store who I trust & have now been able to kick the habit. Kids smoke cigarettes, drink alcohol & 
smoke pot & putting a ban on flavors is not going to stop them when they are determined. It’s just opening up a black 
market for vaping products. In an interview with Gina Raimondo, a high school student told her vape is only for special 
occasions as it’s too expensive...........however this student claimed she regularly smokes pot which is illegal in the state 
of RI. It’s the parents job to monitor their kids not the state of RI. If these kids were not vaping they would likely be 
smoking cigarettes a well known danger to everyone’s health but cigarettes are still on the market!  
 
If you listened at the hearing on the vaping ban on Jan 7 there were many successful stories of people who got off 
cigarettes with the help of vaping & their health vastly improved. Don’t hurt these people who have found success with 
this product.......it will only open up a black market or they’ll go to other unrestricted states to buy their vape. 
 
In my opinion, only regulated vape stores should be able to sell these products to adult users who have used these 
products successfully. With this ban you’re hurting adults who have the right to vape just as others have the right to 
drink or smoke cigarettes. More studies need to be done to find out what the people who were harmed were vaping & 
where they purchased it. I am totally against this ban! 
 
Pam Bruno 
 
Sent from my iPad 
 
> On Jan 6, 2020, at 3:21 PM, Pullano, Paula (RIDOH) <Paula.Pullano@health.ri.gov> wrote: 
>  
> Dear Pam 
>  
> Thank you for your submission. 
>  
> Paula Pullano 
>  
> Center for Health Systems Policy and Regulation Rhode Island  
> Department of Health 
> 3 Capitol Hill  Suite 410 
> Providence, RI  02908 
> (401)222-1042 
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>  
> Learner  Maximizer  Achiever  Input  Responsibility 
>  
>  
> -----Original Message----- 
> From: pam.bruno <pam.bruno@cox.net> 
> Sent: Saturday, December 21, 2019 3:50 PM 
> To: Pullano, Paula (RIDOH) <Paula.Pullano@health.ri.gov> 
> Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Flavor ban 
>  
> Dear Paula, 
> I’m voicing my opposition to the vapor flavor ban in R.I. I smoked over a pack a day of Marlboro cigarettes for over 50 
years. I’ve tried hypnotism twice, Wellbutrin, the patch ( I still smoked while on the patch) & Chantix twice with 
numerous side effects. 
>  
> It wasn’t until 2016 when my son took me to a vape store that I was able to control my addiction to cigarettes. I tried 
the nicotine flavor which was horrible, switched to cinnamon which really helped me & for the past few years vape Milly 
Black. I have been able to cut down on my nicotine level to 6 mg without the tar & other harmful chemicals that are in 
cigarettes. 
>  
> I buy from a local vape store who I trust & have now been able to kick the habit. Kids smoke cigarettes, drink alcohol & 
smoke pot & putting a ban on flavors is not going to stop them when they are determined. It’s just opening up a black 
market for vaping products. 
>  
> In my opinion, only regulated vape stores should be able to sell these products to adult users who have used these 
products successfully. With this ban you’re hurting adults who have the right to vape just as others have the right to 
drink or smoke cigarettes. More studies need to be done to find out what the people who were harmed were vaping & 
where they purchased it. I am totally against this ban! 
>  
> Pam Bruno 
>  
> Sent from my iPad 
 


