
1

Goulet, Morgan (OHHS)

From: Gareau, Lauren (RIDOH - Contractor)
Sent: Monday, February 24, 2020 11:05 AM
To: Gareau, Lauren (RIDOH - Contractor)
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] : Topic:   Website Comment

 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Website, DOH (RIDOH) <DOH.Website@health.ri.gov>  
Sent: Wednesday, January 8, 2020 9:45 AM 
To: Pullano, Paula (RIDOH) <Paula.Pullano@health.ri.gov> 
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] : Topic:  
 
Hello Paula,  
 
Can you respond to this email? 
 
Thank you. 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: ridohealth@gmail.com <ridohealth@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, January 8, 2020 7:37 AM 
To: Website, DOH (RIDOH) <DOH.Website@health.ri.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Topic:  
 
Topic: 
 
 
What is your concern, or question, or anything else you think we should know to assist you?: 
   Fourteen years married, two children, a twenty-year career in education, a smoke-free husband for five years, and now 
a vape business.  I am writing to you from a personal place, in hopes of you stopping the ban on flavored e-cigarette 
products. I know you are hearing lots of statistics and stories, but I hope you take the time to read mine. 
      Five years ago, my husband of fourteen years, who I have known since thirteen, handed his cigarettes over to a man 
outside of Women and Infants Hospital.  It was the day our daughter was born, the daughter it took us five years to have 
through IVF treatments. He was able to quit smoking thanks to vaping. 
     After he was laid off from his sales job, my husband decided to open his own vape shop, because of his success with 
vaping, and his belief that it works.  My husband is educated, professional, ethical, honest, helpful, and compassionate. 
His business does not sell to underage patrons, and has a clientele of regulars, who like him have used it to quit smoking 
and use it responsibly. 
     As a high school counselor, I have seen the rise in risky illegal behavior among teens.  However, I strongly believe that 
you are banning the wrong products. What I see are teens accessing THC, black market versions, which are causing them 
harm.  They are not vaping, they are dabbing.  They are not using the flavored liquids purchased from a legitimate, 
educated, professional vape shop. They are getting their hands on illegal products   
that are not what they think they are, and are causing them to become ill.    
This is the bigger problem. 
     I invite you to go speak with my husband at I Vape, 2323 Warwick Avenue to learn more about this industry.  You will 
be impressed with what he knows, how he runs his store and what it all means to him.  Our family depends on this 
business, and his customers depend on his service and products. Please reconsider this ban. 
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Sincerely, 
Natarcia Pursche 
 
Name: Natarcia Pursche 
 
Email: natarcia@verizon.net 
 


