
Hello, 
 
My name is Mike Runshe.  I’m a vaper and a former smoker who quit smoking using flavored 
vapor products, the only product that helped me.  I'm also now the owner of Giant Vapes, one of 
the largest online electronic cigarette vendors in the country based in East Providence.  I am 
here in opposition of this flavor ban. 
 
Before I get into how disgusting this flavor ban is, I want you all to know that a few weeks ago I 
received a cancer diagnosis.  It’s a slow-growing form of cancer that has been growing for 
approximately 10 years.  The doctors tell me the likely cause is my former smoking habit.  I 
didn’t quit until 2012 when I switched to vaping thanks to flavored e-cigarettes.  If I had switched 
sooner, I would likely not be starting this fight for my life. 
 
I say this with all due respect, and understand that the Department of Health is trying to act in 
the best interests of public health, however, quite frankly, I’m disgusted by the fact that the 
department of health is even considering a sweeping flavor ban at this point.  The science and 
facts are being ignored and cherry-picked. 
 

- We now know that the recent deaths and illnesses have nothing to do with flavored 
e-cigarettes.  The cause is tainted THC cartridges, specifically black market, illicit 
products. 

- We now know, thanks to the most recent National Youth Tobacco Survey, that almost 
80% of youth site reasons other than flavors for using vapor products.  That percentage 
would be much higher if the real reason kids are using these products was included as 
an option on the survey.  Buzz chasing. 

- We now know that many of the youth included in these statistics are in fact NOT using 
e-cigarettes.  They are vaping THC products. 

- We know that e-cigarettes are exponentially safer than cigarettes, yet we’re not here to 
talk about banning cigarettes. 

- We know know the FDA supports maintaining flavored products for adults.  Their recent 
guidance document specifically details their plan to keep life-saving products available 
for adults, while taking major steps to curb youth access and youth usage.  The 
Department of Health’s own statement says they wish to align with the FDAs plan, yet 
here we are, on the verge of killing adults. 

 
Speaking of adults, this regulation will effectively throw the adults out with the bath water.  I 
recently conducted a survey among my customer base of nearly a quarter million customers 
nationwide.  We received over 6,600 unique responses to the survey.  Over 90% of my 
customers used e-cigarettes to completely transition off of combustible cigarettes.  Over 95% of 
those who quit smoking did so with flavored products.  Flavors help the smoker on a 
psychological level.  They help people dissociate from smoking.  In a matter of weeks flavored 
vapor users find the taste and smell of cigarettes repulsive.  The same can not be said of those 
who attempt to transition using tobacco flavors. 



 
Not only will this ban have little to no impact on youth usage, since it does not address the 
actual cause of youth e-cigarette use, but it will drive adults to either go back to smoking, or to 
purchase products from the black market.  So we’re either going to slowly kill people, driving the 
smoking rates back up, or we’re going to put them at risk of acute illness by forcing them to a 
new black market, when we know black market THC products are killing people.  In the same 
survey I mentioned earlier, we found that 64% of consumers would turn to black market flavored 
products or return to smoking combustible cigarettes if flavors were no longer available. 
Another 27% said they did not know what they would do yet, but chances are they would fall 
into one of those two categories. 
 
This flavor ban will kill people.  This flavor ban is murder and the blood will be on the 
department of health and the governor’s hands.  That will be your legacy. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Michael Runshe 
CEO at Giant Vapes, LLC 
mike@giantvapes.com 
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