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Goulet, Morgan (OHHS)

From: Michael Gallo <mgallo1234@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, January 4, 2020 12:23 PM
To: Pullano, Paula (RIDOH)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : E-cigs thought

I am 41 years old and a non-smoker.  I tried cigarettes and cigars back in the early 1990’s, and found them disgusting.  
To someone like me, the thought that adding flavors to e-cigs is focused solely towards children (and not what it truly 
is.... women and getting non smokers to ease into it) and therefore, should be taken off the market, is absurd.  If 
flavoring means marketing to children, than EVERYTHING flavored designed for people over 18 should be removed from 
store shelves. Have you been to a liquor store recently?  I have. Some of the vodka flavors on the shelves include.... 
Birthday Cake, Whipped Cream, Caramel, Watermelon, and Apple Juice. Apple Juice. Not apple, or apple pie, apple juice.  
With all of the alcohol related deaths, I haven’t heard of any legislation against those, and that is only a few of the 
vodkas.  Walk down the other aisles too.  
Taking the flavoring for the e-cigs off of the market is just going to have the same effect as prohibition did, creating a 
black market, and making people rich.  
Prohibition failed, the war on drugs, failed. Other states and countries are realizing this, and reversing decades of useless 
anti-drug laws, as should we.   
Put warnings on the packages, and tax it at a high rate. Let adults make their own choices, as long as they aren’t hurting 
others. 
Are children going to gain access?  Yes.  They have access now. Whether it is older siblings, cousins, or “cool parents” In 
High School, I had access to most drugs, tobacco products, and alcohol out there. I wasn’t a bad kid or a trouble maker, 
but I could talk to the right person and have whatever I wanted within 24-36 hours.  
After due research, the deaths from the vaping were illegal modifications to legal products.  Why should responsible 
adults be punished?   
Vape shops have employees and tax revenue coming into the State. If neighboring states keep flavors legal, and RI 
doesn’t, that will be more tax money leaving into neighboring States.  
If this was about saving lives, then alcohol and tobacco would be illegal, as those kill thousands or tens of thousands 
more each year.  
Please don’t act irrationally.  
Thank You.  


