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Gareau, Lauren (RIDOH - Contractor)

From: Mark Anton <mark@sfata.org>
Sent: Tuesday, January 7, 2020 3:20 PM
To: Pullano, Paula (RIDOH)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Licensing of Electronic Nicotine Delivery System Distributors and Dealers 

(216-RICR-5--15-6)

Good Day Ms. Paula Pullano, 
 
I am writing to you on the proposed regulations that will permanently ban characterizing flavors in electronic cigarettes. 
I will give you a small synopsis here and follow up with full written comments before January 26, 2020. 
 
Our organization represents the small and medium sized vapor businesses that conduct business in your state and 
others. This proposed regulation will have devastating effects on these businesses and the consumers that they support. 
 
SFATA agrees that youth should not be engaging in the use of these products and while we support your efforts to curb 
this activity it should be a dual pronged approach allowing for critical tools to help smokers quit while preventing youth 
access. 
 
The regulations cite the authority under which the Department of Health is using to implement these regulations one 
being "The Family Smoking Prevention and Control Act (U.S. Public Law 111-31). The FDA took authority over vapor 
products when they deemed these products to be tobacco products. It is the FDA that has the capacity to determine 
whether a product has value to the benefit of public health. This is the standard to which they will judge all products 
authorized to be sold on the market. 
 
The FDA using science has determined that flavors in pod devices aka (JUUL) and others are the predominant factor in 
the youth use issue. While there are other factors at play more so than flavors as they have left for the moment open 
source products predominantly sold in our members stores. The FDA has seen the value to helping millions of American 
Adults switch to flavored products and have determined to leave them on the market until a Pre-Market Authorization 
has been submitted. 
 
However, your regulations would ban this outright and would prevent an FDA approved product to be sold in Rhode 
Island. Thus ignoring the FDA as the preminante health agency in the United States.  
 
You will put the law abiding businesses out of business and essentially create a black market for the current consumers 
who have successfully quit smoking using vaping as their preferred method. This is not good for public health and you 
will lose a valuable tool of the vape shops and peer to peer support the consumer needs. 
 
There are effective ways we can work together to reduce and eliminate most youth access while helping current vapor's 
and smokers find an off ramp from cigarettes. 
 
We are here to work with you as an expert body on the subject matter and have made suggestions to the FDA and other 
states looking at effective ways to address this problem. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
--  
Mark Anton 
Executive Director 
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Smoke-Free Alternatives Trade Association (SFATA) 
Mark@SFATA.org 
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