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Goulet, Morgan (OHHS)

From: Louise Tripoli <latripoli.401@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, January 26, 2020 2:07 PM
To: Pullano, Paula (RIDOH)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Flavor Ban and Public Health

Dear Ms Pullano, 
In the beginning of 2019 my doctor discovered I had two very very large polyps on my vocal cords. He wondered out 
loud how I managed to breath. I had been walking around with these for almost 10 years but recently my scratchy 
graveled voice had gotten much worse, You see I am a 71 year old woman who smoked cigarettes for 60 years. I tried 
many times to quit. I am a breast cancer survivor and still couldn't quit. My father died from a smoking related illness 
(cancer of the larynx) I still couldn't quit. Several years ago I started vaping on tobacco and menthol flavors and still 
couldn't give up cigarettes.I guess they reminded me of my beloved cigarettes too much.  
 
It wasn't until I found that I enjoyed vaping sweet flavors that I was able to wean myself off of cigarettes. I will forever 
be grateful for my fried dough vanilla ice cream sandwich vape. And let me tell you I wish I had found it sooner.In 
the mean time I had to have the polyps removed immediately, and biopsies done. Thank goodness I don't have 
cancer. I feel like I dodged a bullet. I feel very strongly,  I would not have been able to completely quit cigarettes 
without my flavored vape. That's a fact. Please don't take that opportunity away from other adult smokers. 
 
 There are thousands of businesses and employees in this state who's livelihoods are endangered by your 
emergency ban. Not just the vape stores but businesses that vape stores utilize. Many of The owners of these 
stores have families to support, own houses, pay taxes, a lot of taxes, and so forth. All that will be gone. For what?  
 
  Besides putting a lot of people out of work and shutting down good, law abiding businesses, I would love to know what 
the Governor and you hope to accomplish. Surely it isn't to protect children because you know darn well that they will 
just smoke cigarettes or buy the juuls in convenience stores and gas stations and fill them with liquids that are 
dangerous. It is NOT the flavors they are craving, it is the nicotine rush. You are creating an even larger black 
market than we already have. Kids will still be able to use THC oil and empty cartridges. If you really want to protect 
children, then ban flavored alcohol. Vodka in a variety of flavors. Rum. and oh yes, Cotton Candy flavored Gin, it's a 
real thing. Have you gotten around to banning flavored chewing tobacco yet? Wintergreen, cherry, wild watermelon, 
peach. apple, grape, vanilla..just a few flavors available in chewing tobacco.  
 
While it’s impossible to know for certain what the health impact of decades of e-cigarette use may be on vapers at 
this point, there are few, if any credible researchers who suggest that possible risks are likely to exceed (or even 
come close to) the well-known risks of lung cancer, heart disease, stroke or COPD to which smokers are exposed 
from long-term exposure to toxic cigarette smoke. Why you and others like you don't believe this is anyone's guess. 
I would say it could do with the MSA and the sale of cigarettes going down, but I would hate to think you did this for 
the money.  
 
 Adults have vaped legitimate products of multiple flavors,  for at least 10 years, NO DEATHS. Almost half a million 
people die every year due to cigarette smoking related illness, approximately 1300 a day.  Your ban takes away my 
rights as an adult. You're closing businesses takes away safe and free enterprise, and responsible mom and pop 
businesses. Businesses that are SAVING LIVES.Adults will remember at the ballot box both Democrats and 
Republicans and Independents.  
 
I implore you. Read the new FDA Guide lines. They are reasonable and they protect high school age children. I 
would suggest this approach: raise the age limit to purchase these products to 21. I would prefer 18 since we are 
willing to send them to war. Enforce that rule and punish those businesses that break it. Only ban flavors in 
convenience stores and gas stations because they only sell the closed systems that use cartridges. Leave the 
registered businesses that sell FDA approved e-juice to adults alone. You will be saving lives and improving public 
health. Isn't that what you're supposed to do? 
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Louise Tripoli 
North Kingstown Resident. 
 
 
 
 
 


