
List of telephonic public comments: 

January 7th 

#1 

Ms. Pullano, good afternoon, I am calling in regard to the flavors ban hearing this afternoon. My name is 

Brandon Tahani and I highly oppose this flavor ban. It seems quite ridiculous. It was a temporary ban 

that should not have been put into place int the first place. We are adult American citizens. We should 

have the right to choose if we want to vape flavors. This is highly, highly frustration. I really wish you 

would listen to the people and let the adults make the decisions and regulate the children. And there 

are other alternative than taking away flavors from adult smoker. I highly oppose flavor banned of 

nicotine flavored e-liquids. 

Thank you 

#2 

Hello, I would just like to call just to note that I am opposed to the permanent flavors ban being propose 

by the Department of Health. Flavors were instrumental in helping me quit smoking cigarettes. And I 

have ben trying to get my dad who has been smoking since he was 12 years old a pack a day to quit 

smoking cigarettes. 

And the only way I am going to be able to do that if the flavors are still available on the market in Rhode 

Island. So please consider opposing this ban because it will be detrimental to the people’s public health, 

it will be detrimental to the economy and when it comes to the vapor industry, all vape shops will be 

closed down in Rhode Island. And more small businesses closed in Rhode Island is no good for Rhode 

Island. 

Please consider opposing this ban, my father’s life is at risk. 

Thank you 

#3 

Hi Paula, my name is Robn Pescquibi. I am an adult who quit smoking because of vaping. I am able to 

breath, I am able to exercise. I no longer get bronchitis. I use flavored vapes. I cannot believe that you 

and your Department are about to put a permanent ban. It is savings so many lives. It is going to put so 

many people out of business. 

Raise the age for the kids. I know that you all have concerns about the kids. Do something that the 

administration did. Look at the real problem. Us adults, we need this to stay away from cigarette 

smoking again. That’s the last thing I want to do. I will give you my doctor’s phone number. Call my 

doctor. See how my blood pressure has gone down, how my heart rate has gone down, how I am so 

much more healthier. 

 

 



Please listen to us. You are not listening to us. Please, listen to us. I am begging you. And if you want to 

have a longer discussion, I would be more than happy to talk to you.  

My phone number is 949-1451. My name is Robin Pescquibi. Please, please don’t do this to the people 

in Rhode Island. And the small businesses, imagine, they are all going to be gone. Its really sad. Please 

consider it. Don’t his to us. Thank you. 

#4 

Yes, hi, I am calling regarding the permanent ban on flavored e-juice. I just wanted to tell you how 

important it is for adults who quit smoking. I quit smoking, it will be five years this January. And the only 

reason I quit is was because I was able to vape. 

I smoked for 37 years and I do not want to go back to cigarettes for health reasons obviously. I feel 100% 

better. I don’t use the pod, I use regular e-juice that you can buy in the stores. And I just wanted to voice 

my opinion for the State of Rhode Island. Thank you very much. Bye bye. 

#5 

Hey, this is Robert calling in. I just wanted to leave a message about the flavored ban. If its wasn’t for 

flavored vapes, I wouldn’t be someone who was completely nicotine free. I actually, about 3 month ago 

completely quit vaping and smoking all together, because of flavored e-cigarettes, primarily strawberry 

and primarily vanilla flavor. Tobacco did not work for me and neither did mint or menthol.  

So, I do oppose the ban and hope you do as well. Thank you, bye. 

#6 

My name is JoLynne Gates. My phone is 614-348-5873. And I am calling to voice my opinion on the 

Rhode Island flavor ban, vaping flavor ban. I am against a flavor ban of any type. It is going to do nothing 

to solve any kind of a problem. It is going to put more people’s health in danger. The people are not 

going to have a healthier way to switch by going to the vaping.  

They are going to have to go back to smoking cigarettes which we know kills. There is no doubt about it. 

Cigarettes kills over 13,000 people a day. And if you ban the vaping, it is going to cause people to die.  

This is all about money and nothing about health. 

It is totally wrong to put people lives are on the line just so that the states can have money. There are 

other ways to get money. So I am saying that you need to vote no on the flavor ban hearing. Thank you. 

#7 

Hello Ms. Pullano, my name is Mark Swiss  

I am 56-year-old man and father of 3. Flavors saved my life from a 41-year smoking habits when nothing 

else after 30 years of failures with all available methods.  

If you ban flavors, you will harm adults. Kids are not vaping for flavors. We do not have a youth 

epidemic. You are making a huge mistake. Please, please reconsider. 

Thank you for your time. 


