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Gareau, Lauren (RIDOH - Contractor)

From: Karin Wetherill <karin.wetherill@rihsc.org>
Sent: Tuesday, January 7, 2020 1:47 PM
To: Wellness PT Cumberland; Pullano, Paula (RIDOH)
Cc: Robert Mitchell; Jeffrey Mutter; jennifer.bernardo@cumberlandschools.org; 

mark.fiorillo@cumberlandschools.org
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : RE: Rhode Island Department of Health Public Comments on Vaping and 

Banning Flavored Cigarettes (and its impact in Cumberland)

Thank you, David.  Very well done!  Keep me posted on your further advocacy efforts.   
 
Karin Wetherill 
Consultant 
(401) 339-2524  
 
Co-Director 
RI Healthy Schools Coalition 
www.rihsc.org [rihsc.org]      
 

[facebook.com]   [twitter.com] 
 
 
From: Wellness PT Cumberland <wellness@ptcumberland.com>  
Sent: Monday, January 6, 2020 9:55 PM 
To: Paula.Pullano@health.ri.gov 
Cc: Robert Mitchell <robert.mitchell@cumberlandschools.org>; Jeffrey Mutter <JMutter@cumberlandri.org>; Karin 
Wetherill <karin.wetherill@rihsc.org>; jennifer.bernardo@cumberlandschools.org; 
mark.fiorillo@cumberlandschools.org 
Subject: Rhode Island Department of Health Public Comments on Vaping and Banning Flavored Cigarettes (and its 
impact in Cumberland) 
 
Hi Paula, 
 
I'm sending a video to explain my position on the vaping issue in our state and my personal experience in our town 
of Cumberland.  I will not be able to make the public comment period scheduled for tomorrow evening as indicated 
here:  
https://mailchi.mp/4df06f210a4a/ashprofdevworkshop-2437453?e=6de2aae755 [mailchi.mp] 
 
I'm copying the leaders in our community and school district that are impacted by this epidemic as well in this email.  I 
hope many more residents in my town will be able to share their opinions with you as well if they are not able to attend. 
 
My position on this subject is we waited way too long to take action and the state underfunded schools and diverted 
prevention effort dollars in Rhode Island.  Now we need to invst in treatment solutions because our young bright minds 
are already addicted.  
 
Bottom line: The flavored vape indeed worked well to attract young users and we all turned a blind eye and were afraid 
to step in and say something sooner and had no funds to take real action. 
 
Here's my video: 
Why An End to Flavored Vaping Sales in RI Still Will Not Be Enough to Combat The Vaping Epidemic 
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 https://youtu.be/oqZthRTsqnQ  [youtu.be] 
 
In addition here's more background info I also linked with the video in case you might be able to read any of this at the 
public hearing and get information on what happened to the prevention dollars that have now brought us to this point- 
 
copy---- 
 
There is a proposal for Rhode Island which would BAN the sale of flavored e-cigarettes/ENDS products (Electronic 
Nicotine-Delivery System) in RI. This is a short video to explain my position on the topic as I will not be able to 
attend the public comment period. Background you should know (from TobaccoFreeKids.org) 
"Since the states settled their lawsuits against the major tobacco companies in 1998, our annual reports have 
assessed whether the states are keeping their promise to use a significant portion of their settlement funds – 
estimated at $246 billion over the first 25 years – to attack the enormous public health problems caused by tobacco 
use in the United States. Despite receiving huge sums from the settlement and collecting billions more in tobacco 
taxes, the states continue to shortchange tobacco prevention and cessation programs that are proven to save lives 
and reduce health care costs. As the e-cigarette epidemic threatens the nation’s progress in reducing youth tobacco 
use, most states continue to shortchange the very programs designed to prevent kids from using tobacco products." 
In the current budget year, Fiscal Year 2020, the states will collect $27.2 billion from the settlement and taxes. But 
they will spend just 2.7% of it – $739.7 million – on programs to prevent kids from smoking and help smokers quit. 
Meanwhile, tobacco companies spend $9.4 billion a year – $1 million every hour – to market their deadly and 
addictive products. This means tobacco companies spend over $12 to market their products for every $1 the states 
spend to reduce tobacco use."* *Source: Background and data cited in this video are from: 
https://www.tobaccofreekids.org/what-... [youtube.com] Look up your own state to see how you are doing! 
{Sidebar: Rhode Island received $191.6 Million in tobacco revenue and spent only $390,926 in FY2019 compared to 
Percent of CDC Recommended Spending ($12.8 million) ranking Rhode Island 42nd in the country for Tobacco 
Prevention Spending } As you see in my short video explanation, we've ignored this problem way too long and 
underfunded education and allowed this to grow to the point where we now need to invest in comprehensive 
treatment solutions. Young Bright Minds are already addicted and in part, we should be asking what happened to all 
the money in Rhode Island that was aimed to address this issue? Now that we have Big Tobacco 2.0, what are 
we going to do?? I'm scheduling a webinar soon to dive into Rhode Island's numbers more and offer possible 
solutions. Here's a report you might not want to read which looks at where the money went in RI: 
https://www.yourethecure.org/ri-s-tob... [youtube.com] Connect with me on the upcoming webinar to discuss 
solutions or reach out to me here: http://ptcumberland.com/contact-us-we... [youtube.com] 
 
David 
 
David Dansereau, MSPT 
Director of Wellness and Sports Services 
Physical Therapy of Cumberland 
1764 Mendon Road #5 
Cumberland RI 02864 
Direct wellness line 401-646-9787 
 
Connect with me on Linkedin [linkedin.com] 
SKYPE myptcoach 
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ptcumberland.com/wellness [ptcumberland.com] 
 
 


