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Gareau, Lauren (RIDOH - Contractor)

From: Website, DOH (RIDOH)
Sent: Wednesday, January 8, 2020 9:43 AM
To: Pullano, Paula (RIDOH)
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] : Topic:   

Hello Paula, 
 
Can you respond to this email? 
 
Thank you. 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: ridohealth@gmail.com <ridohealth@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, January 7, 2020 7:49 PM 
To: Website, DOH (RIDOH) <DOH.Website@health.ri.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Topic:  
 
Topic: 
 
 
What is your concern, or question, or anything else you think we should know to assist you?: 
Please do NOT ban Menthol e cigarettes.  I am a 63 year old woman who was having breathing problems from smoking 
regular combustible cigarettes, and so I used Menthol e cigarettes to Quit regular combustible cigarettes. That was 5 
years ago.  I have NEVER had trouble breathing again thanks to menthol e cigaettes. It only took me 2 weeks to quit real 
cigarettes once I started using menthol e cigs. I have recently had pulmonary tests done which PROVED my lungs are 
fine.  A pulmonologist I saw even told me that the regular pre filled cartridge type of e cigarette has no effect on 
pulmonary function. Please, Please, Don't punish us responsible adults that buy our product from legal business. It is 
now known that these illnesses were caused by kids buying BLACK MARKET ILLEGALY and putting THC in them.   
If you ban all of these you will be pushing these kids to continue to do this. If you ban the Menthol as well you will be 
hurting all of us adults who use menthol e cigs to keep us from smoking real combustible ones.  Some have already 
returned to real cigarettes and continue to use them even tho they are starting not to feel well from them again.  
PLEASE, I BEG YOU, Do not force me to go back to real cigarettes.  They kill more people every single day and I don't 
want to be one of them. Alcohol kills more people as well and you haven't banned either regular cigarettes or Alcohol.  
So why   
don't you go the route you went with them like the Federal Government has.    
Raise the age to 21 and hold business responsible for carding them like Alcohol and Regular cigarettes? Ban sweet 
flavors which kids like but please don't ban the menthol flavor that many, many adults rely on to stop them from going 
back to real horrible combustible cigarettes.  Thank you for listening to my comments.  Please consider the adults in 
your state that need the menthol cartridges to keep from going back to smoking real cigarettes and what is sure to be a 
horrible illness they will be headed for. 
 
                                             JoAnn Chaves 
 
 
Name: JoAnn Chaves 
 
Email: JoAnnGClef@aol.com 
 


