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Gareau, Lauren (RIDOH - Contractor)

From: The White Wolf <ddarko.willette@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, January 11, 2020 10:05 PM
To: Pullano, Paula (RIDOH)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Re Vaping/flavored eliquid
Attachments: Ecig Letter Iowa

Hello, my name is James Willette. I am a 35yo resident of Pawtucket and a former smoker of 19 years. First I'd like to ask 
you to please take the 3 minutes to read this lengthy email, and I apologize for it's length but I didn't think I could make 
my points in less words. Thanks to vaping flavored liquids I was able to quit an awful cigarette addiction for the last 3 
years. The Royal College of Physicians (the first group to warn of the dangers of cigarettes) has stated that vaping is at 
least 95% safer than smoking. In fact, in the UK, vape shops are being installed in hospitals and vaping equipment is sold 
in the healthcare sections of pharmacies.  
 
I understand that youth vaping is a problem but I urge you and the RI health Dept to not enact a devastating flavor ban, 
like the one that is currently in action. I have been unable to purchase the eliquids that I use and have been struggling to 
not go back to smoking. Tobacco flavored liquid tastes nothing like cigarettes and more like eating a cigar. And we are 
trying to get AWAY from tobacco so why would we want something that resembles it, and poorly at that? Flavored liquid 
is used by 90% of adult vapers and is instrumental in helping them quit.  
 
I implore you to read the attached file which is a detailed letter from the Iowa Atty General, Tom Miller, to the Trump 
administration regarding vaping. There are many well sourced facts and proof that the vaping "epidemic" among youth 
is blown out of proportion. Less than 5% of teenagers who never smoked cigarettes vape regularly. That's hardly an 
epidemic. What we need is smart regulation, not prohibition.  
 
There are thousands of jobs provided by the vape shops in RI and those jobs will be lost if a permanent flavor ban is 
enacted because the stores make about 70% of their profit from flavored eliquid. It would also create a black market 
with amateurs mixing liquid at home, in unsanitary conditions, and selling to whoever will pay. That will likely lead to 
tainted batches and adulterated liquids being sold to our youth, in addition to adults looking to quit. I recently saw a 
doctor and received an LFT (lung function test) and they stated that my lungs are in better shape than they have ever 
been and that is thanks to switching from smoking to vaping. As the former head of the FDA, Scott Gottlieb said, "if you 
could switch every adult smoker fully to ecigarettes, it would have a substantial public health impact." 
 
I would also like to point out that the recent outbreak of deaths and illness attributed to vaping has been officially linked 
to THC cartridges containing vitamin E acetate by the CDC. Nicotine eliquid is not responsible for the sicknesses and 
deaths, that has been conclusively proven by the CDC, though the media has not been clear about it. I apologise for 
writing such a long email but I am very passionate about this as my good health and 3 years of not smoking is entirely 
thanks to vaping.  
 
Please look over the attachment and think hard about the impact a flavor ban will have on adult smokers looking to quit, 
jobs that the industry creates and even teenagers looking to quit smoking. I started smoking at 14 and if vaping had 
been around then I'm sure I wouldn't have smoked deadly tobacco cigarettes for 1/4 of the time I did. There are over 70 
carcinogens and 700 chemicals in tobacco cigarettes. Meanwhile, eliquid consists of only 4 ingredients - vegetable 
glycerin, propylene glycol (main ingredient in asthma inhalers), food flavoring and nicotine, if desired. It seems common 
sense to me that 4 ingredients and zero carcinogens being inhaled in an aerosol is clearly less harmful than inhaling 
burning organic matter with hundreds of chemicals and carcinogens.  
 
I'd also like to point out that when it comes to adolescent risk behaviors, vaping lies below drinking alcohol (of which a 
much larger percentage of teenagers admit doing) and texting and driving. If eliquid flavors are being banned to "protect 
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the children" then why are birthday cake and watermelon flavored vodkas or fruit punch 4 Lokos not being banned? 
There are over 3,000 alcohol related deaths of teenagers every year compared to zero deaths from vaping, not counting 
the recent, unrelated outbreak of tainted THC carts. 
 
I thank you very much for your time and appreciate you listening to the public. Have a lovely week and I hope that 
vaping will continue to be available to save lives, as it is in the UK and many other countries.  
 
                                           James Willette 
 
 


