
ENDS Flavored E-Cigarettes – Proposed Ban in RI   

I am asking the Dept of Health to extend the flavor ban of electronic cigarettes in RI.   

The FDA’s plan on flavored e-cigarettes falls far short of what is needed to protect the health of our nation’s 

youth. Keeping menthol-flavored Juul and thousands of flavors of e-cigarettes sold in vape shops on the 

market will continue to addict kids. It is disappointing to see an industry-supported approach take precedence 

over our kids’ lung health.  I hope RI stands up for the health of our youth. 

The US has never seen an epidemic of substance use arise as quickly as our current epidemic of youth use of e-

cigarettes. 

Flavors help attract young users and "hook kids"; as they help mask the harsh taste of nicotine, making 

repeated use more likely, and thereby increasing the likelihood of developing an addiction. 

According to the 2019 National Youth Tobacco Survey (NYTS) results, more than 5 million U.S. middle and high 

school students are current e-cigarette users (having used within the last 30 days) – with a majority reporting 

cartridge-based products as their usual brand. 

More than one in four high school students (27.5%) used e-cigarettes in 2019, a doubling of the percentage 

that used them in 2017, according to the 2019 National Youth Tobacco Survey,  

According to the 2019 YRBS here in RI, we know that approximately 16% of middle school students report that 

they have ever used an e-cigarette. 

Almost half of half (49%) of RI High School student have used an E-Cigarette  

By 2017, researchers were able to identify more than 15,500 unique e-cigarette flavors available online. 1 

Three in ten RI youth (30.1%) report current use of e-cigarettes.  

More than three-quarters (75%) of parents of middle and high school students favor a ban on flavored e-

cigarette sales, according to a new Truth Initiative® study that indicated overwhelming parental support for 

stricter tobacco control policies aimed at preventing youth tobacco use 

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/10.1001/jama.2019.18387?guestAccessKey=54b2dc7d-3855-4728-a522-573083a5d2cd&utm_source=For_The_Media&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ftm_links&utm_content=tfl&utm_term=110519
https://www.medpagetoday.com/pulmonology/smoking/82143


97% of current youth e-cigarette users vape flavored e-cigarettes and 70% cite flavors as a key reason for their 

use  (Truth Initiative) 

Current teenage E-Cig users are 30.7% more likely to start smoking combustible cigarettes within six months 

and 25% more likely to start within twelve months. (CDC) 

66% of teens say that just flavoring (ie not nicotine) is in their e-cigarette (CDC) 

According to the American Academy of Pediatrics adolescents are biologically more susceptible to nicotine 

addiction. As pleasure centers become mature before the inhibitory centers become mature adolescents don't 

have the brakes to stop their own behavior.   Young individuals can show symptoms of dependence after only 

days or weeks of occasional use. 

 

There is a question of enforcement and access.  We know that children currently obtain flavored products at 

vape shops. A JAMA Pediatrics study released in 2019 found that 45% of vape shops in California sold e-

cigarettes to minors. How will this flavor 

 

As a parent of a sixteen year old youth, I  urge the RI Dept of Health to act to eliminate ALL flavored tobacco 

products, including flavored e-cigarettes, menthol cigarettes and flavored cigars and hookah.  This is just one 

measure that will help reduce the harmful impact of electronic cigarettes on our youth. 

Kathleen Sullivan 
7 School St 
Warren, RI 02885 
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