
Admin’s E-cig Policy Leaves Thousands of Flavored E-cigs 
on the Market 

 
The Trump Administration’s policy does not cover all types of e-cigarettes or all flavors. The policy places 
no restrictions on flavored disposable e-cigarettes or flavored e-liquids that are used to fill “open system” 
e-cigarettes. It also does not prohibit menthol in “cartridge-based” e-cigarettes like Juul.  As a result, e-
cigarettes in every imaginable flavor will remain widely available.  

1. Disposable flavored e-cigarettes will remain widely available 

              

The e-cigarette industry has already introduced the next new fad – cheap, disposable e-cigarettes like 
Puff Bar, Mojo, and Stig.i These devices are appealing to youth due to their high nicotine levels, wide 
range of flavors, ease of use, and concealability. 

2. 15,000+ flavored e-liquids will remain widely available 

 

There are well over 15,000 flavored e-liquids available on the market today. These flavors often mimic 
candy, sweets and fruits and come in varying nicotine strengths, sometimes even higher than in Juul (a 
5% Juul pod has the equivalent nicotine of a pack of cigarettes). Additionally, purchasing e-liquid by the 
bottle is often cheaper than purchasing Juul pods, making them even more appealing to price-sensitive 
youth. 

3. Popular open systems will remain widely available 

   

After Juul, Smok and Suorin are the most popular e-cigarette devices among high school students. More 
than one out of ten high school e-cigarette users report that their preferred brand is Smok or Suorin 
(7.8% for Smok and 3.1% reported for Suorin).ii These devices are sold empty and can be filled with any 
of the thousands of flavored e-liquids, and various nicotine strengths, that will remain on the market. 



4. Juul and other menthol-flavored pods will remain widely available 

 

The tobacco industry has known for decades that menthol appeals to youth, since half of youth who have 
ever tried smoking started with menthol flavored cigarettes. There is no reason to believe that menthol e-
cigarettes will not be equally appealing to kids – especially if they are the only available flavor for pod 
products. The Wall Street Journal even reported in October that JUUL was considering rebranding their 
best-selling mint flavor as menthol to keep it on the market,iii and other brands are sure to follow suit 
given the loopholes in the guidance. 

5. Flavored e-cigarettes will remain widely accessible 

Between gas stations, convenience stores and vape shops, there are well over a hundred thousand 
access points where youth can get these products and devices. Kids will be enticed by a wide range of 
options: flavored disposable e-cigs; sleek, open systems with unlimited flavor options; or menthol pods. 
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