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Goulet, Morgan (OHHS)

From: Dorian Fuhrman <dorian@parentsagainstvaping.org>
Sent: Sunday, January 12, 2020 1:53 PM
To: Pullano, Paula (RIDOH)
Cc: Meredith Berkman
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : 1/7/2020 Testimony from Dorian Fuhrman: Parents Against Vaping e-

cigarettes 
Attachments: E-Cigarette Graphic_BBedits.docx; cidf_k54cwg970.pdf

  
Dear Paula,  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify. Please find below my testimony from Tuesday January 7th, 2020. 
 
Additionally, I am attaching a sheet which lists & illustrates the products that are NOT included under the 
administration’s restrictions and 2 letters from Saint George’s, a Rhode Island based boarding school, in support of a full 
flavor ban. 
 
Testimony: 
 
“ Good afternoon, thank you to the Rhode Island health department and Governor Raimondo. 
I am Dorian Fuhrman, one of the cofounders of parents against vaping e-cigarettes, or PAVe.   
 
As a national, grassroots parents organization founded in 2018 we know first hand the toll that this youth e-cigarette 
epidemic is taking on families across the county. We are committed to keeping these predatory e-cigarette companies 
away from our kids. 
 
E-cigarette companies like JUUL and many others have used flavors and targeted social-media marketing to entice 
children to purchase their products. We know that nearly all kids who use e-cigarettes use a flavored product. Flavors 
entice children to try the product and prevent them from perceiving danger. This has led, in large part, to the youth 
vaping epidemic affecting so many families in Rhode Island and around the country. The data is clear that vaping has 
serious negative impacts on children’s long-term health. The use of e-cigarettes in adolescents can cause anxiety, 
depression, mood disorders, and cause permanent cognitive change to an adolescent’s developing brain and create 
pathways for further addiction. Additionally, kids who vape are four times more likely to smoke combustible cigarettes, 
often Menthol flavored cigarettes. 
 
Data from the 2019 National Youth Tobacco Survey (NYTS) shows that the youth e-cigarette epidemic has gotten even 
worse in the past year. E-cigarette use among high school students rose 135% in 2 years and more than 1 in 4 high 
schoolers use e- cigarettes. 5.3 million U.S. kids now use e-cigarettes. This is a public health emergency. 
 
These damaging flavorings, which are not regulated and may be safe for consumption, are certainly not safe to be 
heated at high temperatures, combined with other chemicals and inhaled deep into healthy, developing lungs. And 
extremely high levels of a new patented “nicotine salt”, higher than any we have seen before, are absorbed so efficiently 
into a teen’s blood and brain that the effects are immediate and many report experiencing a head rush, often 
vaping 24/7 and increasing the nicotine doses. And it's easy. E-cigarettes leave no smell and can create very little 
'smoke'. We hear of kids who sleep with their vapes under their pillow or who tape them to the nightstand so they can 
vape in the middle of the night and first thing when they wake up. 
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The president’s announcement last week that he would ban flavored POD-based e-cigarette devices (like JUUL), 
except menthol, does not go far enough as it not only leaves Menthol on the market, but also the open tank systems 
whose juices will be used to refill other systems, and the new disposable e-cigarette products. These disposable 
devices are teen favorites - they are very cheap, come in a variety of flavors and the evidence can easily be disposed 
of! (See attachment illustrating products still on market) 
 
It is MORE IMPORTANT THAN EVER that states take the lead and pass laws to ban these flavored e-cigarette products. 
In 2009, the FDA banned flavored cigarettes because they knew that flavors initiated kids into tobacco use. Since this 
administration is not taking the same action, the states must do it on their own. 
 
We get emails from parents and schools in RI and around the country who are struggling with their kids’ severe nicotine 
addiction. These kids are vaping in record numbers and the emotional and physical effects of their nicotine addiction are 
tearing families apart. Teachers and educators tell us that vaping is rampant in their schools; in the bathrooms and in the 
classrooms. 
 
The emails from desperate families touch us the most. They are desperately seeking resources, information, and 
treatment for their e-cigarette dependent nicotine-addicted kids.  The truth is that currently there is no FDA-approved 
treatment for this kind of teen nicotine addiction.  
 
I would like to read an excerpt of a letter (attached) from a school in RI: 
 
“Over the past couple months, concern has grown regarding the use of e-cigarettes/vaping devices in The Dormitory. 
During the fall, the dorm parents and dormitory prefects addressed the girls several times. They also created space to 
discard items through a protocol known as Amnesty. However, the conversations and protocols have not had the lasting 
impact we had hoped as three disposable e-cigarettes made it to my desk the week the community departed for break. 
As a result of this ongoing concern, prior to break, I made the decision, as Dean of Students, to address the dormitory 
and remind the girls of the expectations regarding banned substances at School.” 
 
Absent any regulation from the FDA, these products are creating a generation addicted to nicotine, with no treatment 
options. Let’s slow the growth of this epidemic by banning the flavored e-cigarettes that are hooking our kids!” 
 
 

Subject: A Message for Families of Buell Residents 
  

To help protect you r priv acy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
St. George's Scho ol

[email.community.stgeorges.edu]
 

  

 

Jan. 3, 2020 
 

  

  

Dear Parents/Families of Buell Dormitory Residents, 
  
Happy New Year! We hope the holidays were enjoyed by all and you embraced the opportunity 

to spend quality time with your daughters. We write to you today to include you in a dorm 

conversation that took place prior to the break. 
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Over the past couple months, concern has grown regarding the use of e-cigarettes/vaping 

devices in Buell Dormitory. During the fall, the dorm parents and dormitory prefects addressed 

the girls several times. They also created space to discard items through a protocol known as 

Amnesty. However, the conversations and protocols have not had the lasting impact we had 

hoped as three disposable e-cigarettes made it to my desk the week the community departed 

for break. As a result of this ongoing concern, prior to break, I made the decision, as Dean of 

Students, to address the dormitory and remind the girls of the expectations regarding banned 

substances at St. George's School. 
  
During that conversation, I reminded students of our room search protocol. A room search, 

which is outlined in The Shield, is an invasive and uncomfortable scenario for both students 

and adults. It has the ability to fracture the foundation of trust that has been built over the last 

four months. Should items in violation of school expectations be found in a room, students 

could face additional consequences. We hope to not resort to this protocol, but will do so, if we 

do not believe change is occurring. 
  
When reminding the girls of our need to have this conversation about substance use and school 

protocols, I wanted to be sure to address why we had this conversation. We do it because we 

care, not to be accusatory, though it may feel that way at times. At St. George's, it is our 

obligation to educate, share perspective, and hold individuals accountable to the expectations. 

As a boarding school, education does not happen solely from 8:30 a.m. to 3:20 p.m.

engaged our students in and out of residential spaces to address the changing landscape and 

trends of this growing national health concern. Students have and will continue to have the 

opportunity to engage in a variety of perspectives through the diverse experiences of our 

students, faculty and staff. 
  
As a community, we need to push each other to be our best selves, which requires a balance of 

support and tough love. I asked your daughters to look out for one another, and challenged 

them to make good choices on a daily basis. I asked your daughters to be brave and 

understand the systems that we have on our campus if they felt their peers were not listening 

to advice given or if they, individually, needed more. Those systems take many forms. Peer 

Concern and Sanctuary are immediate and effective tools at our disposal, and exist to provide 

support for our students. These systems have been explained to your daughters, by dorm 

parents and other adults on campus as well as by the Buell prefects. Should you have 

questions about what these systems are, please ask your daughter, consult The Shield, or feel 

free to reach out to me or Sarah Mason. 
  
We wanted to include you in this conversation and seek your assistance in the coming days to 

speak with your daughter. While it may not always be possible, we want to partner with our 

families and clearly communicate our hopes for the community. Additionally, as we are a 

residential community, this is our home. It would be easy to operate ignorantly and disregard 
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the concerns, but we refuse to do that because we are a family. I can't say that we will always 

be perfect, but when it comes to the health, well-being, and support of the 372 students at SG, 

we will try our best. 
  
Thank you in advance for your support and/or feedback. As a new decade begins, w

forward to welcoming all back to the Hilltop. 
  
With gratitude, 
Xander Jones and Sarah Mason 
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Again Paula, many thanks to you and the Rhode Island Department of Health for all your work on this issue. We are 
extremely grateful to you.  
 
Please let me know if I can provide any more material or be of further assistance. 
 
Kind regards,  
 
Dorian Fuhrman 
 
 

Dorian Fuhrman 
Co-Founder 
PAVe - Parents Against Vaping e-cigarettes 
dorian@parentsagainstvaping.org 
 
parentsagainstvaping.org [parentsagainstvaping.org] 
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