
January 24, 2020 

 

Paula Pullano  

RI Department of Health  

3 Capitol Hill, Room 410  

Providence, RI 02908-5097  

 
 

To Whom It May Concern,  

 

As an internationally certified prevention specialist, a Master of Public Health, a life-long tobacco control 

processional, and most importantly as a concerned Hopkinton resident I believe that prohibiting 

flavored e-cigarettes in Rhode Island is vital for the health and wellbeing of our young people. I fear that 

we have a lost generation of young folks who have addiction level they will not be able to beat. We have 

a generation of people unable to recover from a fad turned addiction.  

 

I believe that tobacco and nicotine addiction is not only a public health crisis but also a social justice 

crisis. We have known for decades that the tobacco industry is targeting disparate populations in our 

state. We know that 9 out of 10 African American smokers use a menthol product. This is not a 

coincidence, this is profiling. I believe that our zip code, socioeconomic status, the color of our skin or 

who we love should not dictate our health outcomes. When it comes to tobacco, it does. A 

comprehensive flavor ban needs to include all tobacco products and not just e-cigarettes. Though this 

action does not include other tobacco products, it does take an important first step toward lowering 

youth initiation rates, we can save our kids from a lifetime of tobacco and nicotine addiction.  

 

Our young folks are surrounded by these products on a daily basis. As a nation we allowed these 

products to become a part of what it means to be a young person. We have allowed nicotine levels to 

sky rocket without effective quit resources available to help those who are addicted. Through this action 

we need to ensure we do not create loopholes that will allow flavored nicotine products to be sold in 

compassion centers. We need to do everything in our power to reduce access and availability while not 

forgetting about the people who are already addicted to nicotine. There is no time to waste. Let’s act 

now and do it for our kids.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

 

Daniel J. Fitzgerald, MPH, ICPS 

Djfitzgerald337@gmail.com 

252 Spring Street, Apt 1E 

Hope Valley, RI 02832 


