
1

Goulet, Morgan (OHHS)

From: Bobby Diaz <bobbydiaz@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, January 5, 2020 1:06 PM
To: Pullano, Paula (RIDOH)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Flavor ban in RI

Hello, 
   I am an ex-smoker of 21 years and a 6 year vaper. I had tried quitting smoking 4 different times and failed. I tried cold 
turkey, the patch, the gum and also Chantix. None of these products helped me to give up smoking. It wasn't until I tried 
vaping that I was able to give up cigarettes completely! I started with the small pen style vapes and tobacco flavors with 
18mg of nicotine. With in the first 2 weeks I upgraded to a larger setup and lower nicotine amounts. By the first month I 
was down to 6mg juice and started trying the fruit flavors and pastry flavors. Once my sense of smell and taste buds 
were back to that of a nonsmoker, I could not stand the taste of the tobacco flavors anymore! By 3 months I was only 
vaping 3mg juice and was feeling my lungs clear up. I was diagnosed with asthma at the age of 5 and I believe it was 
from secondhand smoking as the majority of my family smoked around us as kids. I used to go through my Ventolin 
inhaler every 2-3 weeks, now I hardly ever use it! I can run and play with my kids with out getting winded and I believe 
it's because I switched to vaping! I have not had as many colds or illnesses since switching to vaping!  
 
This ban on flavors will not prevent kids from trying vaping, I think most of them are going for that nicotine high that you 
can easily get from the higher nicotine amounts from the juul or 18mg or higher juice, I started smoking at 16 for that 
nicotine high and was addicted and buying my own cigarettes with in weeks!  
 
Honestly I do not know if I would have been able to quit cigarettes with only tobacco flavors, like I said after a short time 
my taste buds returned to normal and the taste of tobacco flavors turned my stomach! I hope that your department is 
taking these things into consideration when talking about banning flavors. If there is a flavor ban in RI, a quick ride over 
to MA or CT will be what most adult vapers will do and that tax money will leave RI, most vape shops will not be able to 
maintain and will close their doors, which is now less money for RI, those employees will be out of work contributing to 
the unemployment rates. Not to mention everything needed to make vape juice will always be available for purchase 
and we will end up with homemade juice being sold, this will end up being made in people's basements and not in the 
clean labs like today. Who knows what bacteria or chemicals will be in the juice then! 
 
Please do not make it more difficult for us that have a legitimate reason to vape flavors, just so a small percentage of 
kids can not get their hands on vape juice. With the internet the kids will always get the high they want!  
 
Thank you for listening, 
Bobby Diaz 


