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Goulet, Morgan (OHHS)

From: Alicia DeSimone <aliciardesimone@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, January 7, 2020 2:02 PM
To: Pullano, Paula (RIDOH); Governor (GOV)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Flavors Saved My Life: A Story, in Pictures

I am a single, disabled, unemployed mother. This is my 7 yr old daughter, Mila. 
 

 
 
I quit smoking for her. I had smoked for over 20 years. I tried everything at LEAST twice. Nicotine gum, lozenges, 
patches, some weird little herbal pills that came out years ago, the nicotine inhaler, hypnosis (FOUR times), apps and 
support groups, Chanitx, Wellbutrin -- literally everything. I even tried VAPING when it was first introduced around 2007. 
It was disgusting.  
 
Years later, the industry had grown. They had come out with better delivery devices and -- FLAVORS. Ok, didn't work 
before, but I'll give it a shot. 
 
I figured "hey, I smoke tobacco, maybe my best bet is tobacco flavors". NOPE. Why? The reason is because cigarettes 
actually contain OTHER addictive chemicals. Tobacco flavored vape just tastes disgusting and does nothing to get you to 
switch to vaping.  
 
Ok well, that didn't work. Let's try fruit. 
 
Wow, this is much better! I slowly was able to smoke less and vape more. My morning cigarette became a morning 
vape. After meal cigarette? After meal vape. And so on, until I had completely weaned myself off of cigarettes! 
 
AFTER 20 YEARS, I HAD FINALLY QUIT SMOKING BECAUSE OF FLAVORED VAPE JUICE! 
 
My pulmonologist told me I would be on oxygen soon enough if I didn't quit smoking. Well, I had. And guess what? My 
pulmonological tests were all improving! 
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These are the devices, filled with flavored juice, that I use now: 

 
 
 
 
Wait -- did I say NOW? I'm sorry, I don't use those anymore. When the temporary ban went into effect, I no longer had 
anywhere to buy juice from. MA was out of the picture. I don't have a working car, am disabled, and no company would 
ship to me anymore. I TRIED to use available tobacco and mint "flavors" -- didn't work. What, then, was my option? With 
a heavy heart, tears, actually, I went back to what I had done years ago. 
 
This is what I'm inhaling into my lungs NOW, as I type this -- this is a five lb bag of tobacco. 
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It's disturbing and gross, isn't it? WHY, as people who are saying they're concerned about the health of its citizens, 
would you EVER choose THIS over vaping?!  

My daughter has been begging me to go back to vaping since the day I picked up smoking again. She's randomly 
crying at times now, and confiding to my family that it's because she thinks her mommy is going to die. 
 
AGAIN -- THIS is what this legislation has done to an innocent 7 YEAR OLD little girl. Who, statistically, will PICK UP 
SMOKING like her mother. Don't think so? 
 
This is my father -- who passed away 5 years ago now -- from smoking. 
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Right. Even my father passing away, a pulmonologist telling me I'd be on oxygen, my child crying to me about it 
constantly, even every single quitting agent in the world couldn't get me to stop smoking. What did? FLAVORED VAPE 
JUICE. 
 
So when we tell you flavored juice saves lives, it's not just a mantra. It's something we actually lived through. It saved 
OUR lives.  
 
If a flavor ban passes, my options are to either MOVE to another state that is much more reasonable about their 
legislation and actually cares about its citizens' health, moving my child away from my family and everyone we've ever 
known, or die here MUCH earlier than I normally would, after living a meaningless life on oxygen. Do you know how 
hard it is for a disabled, unemployed person to MOVE? IMPOSSIBLE. How is THIS a CHOICE? 
 
Let's stop "fixing" problems with a sledgehammer. This state has gotten out of control. You wonder why we've been 
blue for so many years, yet many of our residents voted for Trump. It's because of controlling legislation like THIS that 
drives voters to vote for more freedoms -- that drives voters -- AND taxpayers -- OUT of our state.  
 
Here's a by the number for you: 
53,000 -- teens in RI 
41,000 -- a low estimate from the CDC on adult vapers in RI 
High schoolers vaping in the state: 10.2% 
Vaping high schoolers as a part of our population. 0.5%. 
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0.5%. 

 
AND, what are you missing in these numbers? FAMILY and FRIENDS. 
 
They told Trump he would lose a bunch of states over this issue. IT is THAT important. Why? Because you're not only 
affecting the lives of the vapers -- you're affecting the lives of their mother, father, brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles, 
friends, and children. MOST OF WHOM VOTE. 
 
We CAN NOT pass legislation to "help" 0.5% of our population, while ignoring the pleas, lives, or 
RIGHTS of the other 99.5%. 
 
So what SHOULD you do then? 
 
Raise the smoking age to 21. Done, as it's already passed at federal level. 
 
Regulations that do NOT interfere with adults rights to flavored vapes. Do you know what the fine is for inspection 
stations that fraudulently pass cars for a Smog test? "Fines and penalties for station owners can range between $5,000 
to $250,000 depending on the amount of investigation time required by the Bureau of Automotive Repairs in order to 
bring up charges. Fines are almost always accompanied by the loss of the smog station's and smog technician's licenses." 
 
I would implement a 3 strike policy. Why? Because convenience stores and vape shops have employees, and people 
make mistakes. An owner shouldn't be fined and have his license revoked for the 1st time an employee screws up. 
However, should he/she let it happen 3 times without making changes to how their business is run, they lose the 
business. Simple as that. You will no longer have store owners selling vape juice NOR cigarettes to kids underage. It's 
really this simple. 
 
 
I'm going to leave you with this: 
 
What you THINK you're doing here is choosing children over adults, because you THINK you're doing this for the good of 
children, at the cost of the adults. What kind of logic does this sound like? Pro-life advocates, who choose the "child" 
over the adult woman, treating her as if she doesn't matter, her CHOICE doesn't matter, and her own HEALTH doesn't 
matter.  
 
What has this state decided on abortion? 
 

 
 
When countries ALL OVER THE WORLD have all stated that vaping, unequivocally, is healthier than smoking -- how is 
restricting our access to life-saving measures ANY DIFFERENT than this? 
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The federal ban is enough, and restricting access in closed pods systems will do a GREAT deal for reduction in youth 
vaping. Regulate further as I said above, but LEAVE ACCESS TO FLAVORS for your adult citizens. 
 

OUR LIVES DEPEND ON IT. 

 
 
 


