
Public Comments:

RICR Title 218 – Rhode Island Department of Human Services Chapter 
70 – Office of Child Care Licensing

Part 2 – Family Child Care Home Regulations for Licensure

Reason for proposed Change:
These changes were made to incorporate the DHS Corrective Action Plan for the 
Child Care Development Fund Plan (Fiscal Year 2019 – 2021) as approved by the 
Federal Administration for Children and Families. In addition, best practice has 
changed over the last fifteen years and the regulations for health and safety in child
care need to be updated to reflect those changes. 
The changes of this regulation streamline and update outdated language, in 
addition to incorporating the DHS corrective plan. Sections have been reorganized 
and moved as required.

Public Comments:

The following is a list of comments  the Department of Human services received 
during the Public Comment Period which ended on April 22, 2021:

 “What is the difference between Emergency Assistants and Substitutes?”.

“Since there is currently no substitute pool, where can providers can providers find 
substitutes?”

“Can Emergency Assistants and Substitutes be interchangeable?”

“Can you have an Emergency Assistant do training hours, so they meet the 
requirements of a substitute?”

“The language in the regulation limits the use of emergency assistants if providers 
have a medical appointment or another short-term appointment, because the 
language specifically states emergency assistants can only be used in an 
emergency.”

“Are providers required to have a substitute?”

“Can language be added back into the regulation regarding providers requesting a 
variance for a two-week vacation.  This is in the current language.  It is important 
for providers to be able to keep their programs open and be available for families 
while also taking time for themselves.”

“The regulation states that playground equipment  “where children’s feet leave the 
ground” must be anchored to the ground.  Not all equipment where children’s feet 
leave the ground  like “Little Tikes”, is manufactured to be anchored to the ground.  
The concern is that by adding metal anchors or straps, they could possibly cause a 
child to trip and fall, which could possibly cause injury.”



“The regulation limits the use cell phone during the day.  Please reconsider as this 
will limit family engagement.  Providers can text/email parents during the day.  Also,
the regs contradict themselves, as they say a cell phone can replace a landline, but 
then the regulations say no electronics.”

“Radon; to be completed every three (3) years in accordance with the Rules and 
Regulations for Radon Control.  We spent $960 last year for the installation of a 
radon remediation system and were told that we would never have a problem with 
radon again. If this is the case, why do we still need to get tested every three years?
Please consider changing this.”

“Please give clarification regarding the requirement that every room that is used by 
children must be ventilated via a ventilation system, open door or window.  We 
don’t have a ventilation system and can’t open the windows or doors when it is 
freezing outside.”

“ The regulation states that the program must provide parents/guardians written 
nutrition guidelines at the time of enrollment.  My parents provide their own food, 
do I still need to do this?  If so, will you provide me with the written guidelines to 
give to parents?”

“  The regulation states that all storage chests, boxes, trunks, or comparable items 
with hinged lids must be equipped with a lid support designed to hold the lid open 
in any position, be equipped  with ventilation holes, and must not have a latch that 
might close and trap a child inside.  My brother-in-law made a beautiful toy box for 
us many years ago. I was concerned for the safety of the children, so I bought a 
padlock for it so the children cannot open it themselves. I open it, get them what 
they want, close it & lock it. We have never had an issue with it. I will ruin it if I drill 
ventilation holes in it. Please reconsider.”

“The regulation states providers must keep  information pertaining to the child’s 
progress, growth, and development, including IEP/IFSP information, if applicable.   
Are you supplying these Progress, Growth & Development Forms?  What if a child is 
under three with a diagnosed disability does not have an IEP or IFPS?”

“  The regulation states Files for Infants and Toddlers must contain; developmental 
and health history, habits of feeding, foods used, and a schedule for introducing 
new foods, toilet and diapering habits and procedures, sleep and napping habits, 
child’s way of communication & being comforted, play interests and habits, 
personality and temperament specifics.  I write journal sheets for the parents each 
day.  The parents already know all this information.  This would be a lot of duplicate 
paperwork and it would take a great deal of time with no benefit to doing so. No one
would ever look at it except DHS.”.

“  The regulation states that the weekly curriculum plan must include; A list of 
activities and opportunities available to children throughout the week,  Materials 
and equipment that are needed to support activities and opportunities,  and  
Relevant Rhode Island Early Learning and Development Standards for Infant, 
Toddler, and Preschool programs. I set up my curriculum on my daily journal sheets 



which is done in advance. If you require a weekly curriculum plan, it will take more 
time and more paperwork with no benefit to the children. Please reconsider.”

“  The regulation states that providers and staff must have their medical records 
signed with in the past six months.  Does that mean we have to have a physical 
every six months?  My health insurance will  not pay for more than one physical in a
year.”

“ Regarding distance learning, can language be added to the regulation as to how 
older children count in the ratio incase schools are continuing distance learning?”

“  The language for number of children in care has been changed and now states 
that there can be no more than two children under two years old.  This will limit 
providers to care for children already in their programs, or siblings as the age 
threshold went up from eighteen months to two years.”

“Can DHS provide the Outdoor Safety Report form, because the language in the 
regulations is vague?”

“Please clarify how we are supposed to obtain the required training hours.”

“ Can you please clarify what it means to have two life saving devices for a pool?”

“The regulation states there must be one provider to two children when using a 
kiddie pool.  How will that work when supervising other children?”

“Can clarification be provided regarding drain covers in  pools?”

“  Can you please clarify what the language means when it says there are to be no 
volunteers or visitors when the provider is not in the program?”

“  Can clarification be provided regarding requirements for CPR and First Aid 
training, which can be don’t one line and what is the timeframe for compliance?”

“  The regulation states that all doors of the home must be locked while children are
in care.  Providers feel that they are able to monitor all of the doors and hear the 
children.”


