RHODE ISLAND DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

DIVISION OF FISH AND WILDLIFE
MARINE FISHERIES SECTION

PUBLIC NOTICE CONCERNING PROPOSED REGULATORY CHANGES

Pursuant to the provisions of Chapters 42-17.1 and 20-3 of the General Laws of Rhode Island as
amended, and in accordance with the Administrative Procedures Act Chapter 42-35 of the
General Laws, the Director of the Department of Environmental Management (DEM) proposes
amendments to the Rhode Island Marine Fisheries Regulations (RIMFER) and gives notice of
intent to hold a workshop and public hearing to afford interested parties the opportunity for
public comment.

Public comment will be solicited on the following proposals:

1) Proposed amendments to “RIMFER - Commercial and Recreational Saltwater Fishing
Licensing Requlations”:

a. Exit/entry ratios for quahaug and soft-shell clam endorsement (section 6.1-10);

b. Procedures for adopting Sector Management Plan (section 6.2-1);

c. Issuance of new licenses upon sale of vessel and gear (section 6.7-8); and

d. Date for submittal of Student Shellfish licenses (sections 5, 6.7-3, and 6.8-5).

2) Proposed amendments to “RIMFER - Aquaculture Marine Species in Rhode Island

Waters™:

a. Proposed definitions (new section 7);

b. Clarifying and updating permitting and submission requirements (new section 8.0);

c. Clarifying submission requirements for the shipment and importation of shellfish seed
(new section 9.2);

d. Reduce the time period requirement for the harvest of shellfish transferred from other
than approved waters as seed (new section 9.8);

e. Updating tagging requirements (new section 11.1); and

f. General editing to improved readability (entire regulation).

3) Proposed repeal of “RIMFER — Marine Fisheries Council”.

4) Proposed repeal of 2015 Finfish, Shellfish, and Crustacean Sector Management
Plans.

5) Proposed amendments to RIMER — Lobster, Crabs, and Other Crustaceans” to
correct the minimum escape vent size and season closure dates for LCMA 4 for
consistency with the federal management plan (sections 8.4.3 and 8.4.10).

The workshop will commence at 4:30PM on September 21, 2015 followed by the public

hearing at 6:00PM at the University of Rhode Island, Graduate School of Oceanography,

Coastal Institute Building, Hazard Room, South Ferry Road, Narragansett, RI 02882. The

room is accessible to the disabled. Interpreter services for the deaf and hard of hearing will be



provided if such services are requested at least three (3) business days prior to the hearing by
contacting the RI Commission on the Deaf and Hard of Hearing at (401) 222-5300; or (401) 222-
5301 (TTY); or http://www.cdhh.ri.gov/.

The Department has determined that small businesses may be adversely impacted by the
proposed regulations. Small businesses which are either currently licensed, or in the future may
seek a license to harvest, buy, sell, or produce seafood products, as well as the small businesses
that provide services related to those engaged in such industries, are requested to comment on the
proposed regulations on how such proposed action can be changed to minimize the impact on
those small businesses affected.

Written comments concerning the proposed regulations may be submitted to Peter
Duhamel, Division of Fish and Wildlife — Marine Fisheries office, 3 Fort Wetherill Road,
Jamestown, RI 02835 no later than 12:00 Noon on September 21, 2015. A copy of the
proposed regulations is available for review from August 21 through September 21, 2015 at the
Marine Fisheries offices, or by mail. A copy of the proposed regulation(s) has been filed with the
Office of the Secretary of State’s website at http://sos.ri.gov/ProposedRules/. Proposed
annotated regulations are also available on the DEM Marine Fisheries webpage at
http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/bnatres/fishwild/pn092115.htm.

Jason McNamee,
Chief


http://www.cdhh.ri.gov/
http://sos.ri.gov/ProposedRules/
http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/bnatres/fishwild/pn092115.htm
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http://www.accsp.org/

oot loitati [
Reference-Abundance-{number-of lobster) -
Abundance Threshold 25.372.700
Retent Abundance 2005-2007 14,676,700
Abundance-Above Threshold? NO
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2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

License Type

Total Multi-Purpose Licenses MPL 1191 1135 1075 1019 973 939 917 891 868 853 829 816
MPL w/ lobster endorsement* 1191 1135 1075 1019 973 939 917 891 868 853 829 816
MPL ordered trap tags (State only/Area2)** 265 243 228 207 154 172 148 156 141 108 113 88
MPL w/ lobster trap allocation (State only/Area2)* 210 219 215 210 209 209 210 200
MPL ordered trap tags (Federal/Area 2)** 130 130 119 108 95 91 87 89 81 78 83 64
MPL w/ lobster trap allocation (Federal/Area 2)* 112 111 112 110 110 104 107 108
Total Principal Effort Licenses PEL 1325 1148 997 930 862 810 776 737 717 690 655 615
PEL w/ lobster endorsement* 61 56 52 46 45 44 40 38 37 36 30 27
PEL ordered trap tags (State only/Area 2)** 25 21 19 18 20 17 17 17 13 10 10 5
PEL w/ lobster trap allocation (State only/Area 2)* 23 22 22 21 21 21 21 16
PEL ordered trap tags (Federal/Area 2)** 16 15 15 10 12 12 13 13 12 7 7 7
PEL w/ lobster trap allocation (Federal/Area 2)* 14 14 15 15 14 14 13 13
Total Commercial Fishing Licenses CFL 271 283 317 397 464 421 433 450 394 398 420 404
CFL w/ lobster endorsement*** 50 48 41 38 32 27 22 19 17 16 15 14
CFL ordered trap tags (State only/Area 2)** 24 16 13 10 6 6 6 6 5 4 4 2
CFL w/ lobster trap allocation (State only/Area 2)*** 9 8 8 8 8 8 8 6
CFL ordered trap tags (Federal/Area 2)** 0 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1
CFL w/ lobster trap allocation (Federal/Area 2)*** 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 1
Total Effective Lobster Licenses 1302 1239 1168 1103 1050 1010 979 948 922 905 874 857
Total Effective Lobster Licenses w/ trap allocation 0 0 0 0 370 376 374 365 363 357 360 344

* 800 trap limit during 2003-2006; individual history-based lobster trap allocation starting in 2007; all'MPL licenses are endorsed to take
lobster.

** 2003-2013 used trap tag orders as proxy for "effective” lobster licenses

*** 100 trap limit during 2003-2006; individual history-hased lobster trap allocation starting in 2007
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Fig. 1 RIDEM Trawl Survey - American Lobster
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Fig. 2 URI GSO Trawl Survey - American Lobster
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Fig. 3 Wahle / RI DFW Settlement Survey - American
Lobster
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Fig 5. Cancer Crabs - Exploitation Rate (U)
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4007 Fig. 7 URI GSO Trawl Survey - Cancer Crab
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5 7 Fig. 8 URI GSO Trawl Survey - Blue Crab
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Figure 9- Rl Horseshoe Crab Fishing Mortality Rate Compared to MSY Reference Level
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Figure 10- Rl Horseshoe Crab Landings and Biomass from the BDM Assessment, 1959-2013
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