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From: David Borden <lizzy.2@charter.net> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 16, 2022 2:27 PM
To: Lake, John (DEM) <john.lake@dem.ri.gov>
Cc: McManus, Conor (DEM) <Conor.McManus@dem.ri.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Proposed regulations
 
I would like to offer a few comments on the pending marine fishery proposal:
 

In regards the daily possession limits  on BSB , I generally support the industry proposal
.  That said I think it is a mistake to lower the January 1 trip limit to 500 lbs a week vs
current regulations of 750 Wk.  Reason is pretty simple in that most of the BSB caught at
that time of year are a bycatch of other fisheries.  Given the distance from shore ,  few
fishermen travel that far to target BSB, so most fish are caught as a by catch in other
fisheries such as scup and offshore lobster gear.    The other consideration is discards ,
which gets directly deducted from the ABC  in future years,  if a subperiod gets closed . 
Given the depth that the fish occupy at that time of year,  few fish survive the trauma
incurred due to the pressure changes.  Since discards get deducted from the following 
years catch, I think it more logical to keep the limit at 750 WK,  which is where it has
historically been set by the Department.  I recognize that the department needs to
reduce the quota by 26%,  so would suggest as an alternative that you maintain the 750
lb. trip limit for the entire period,  if possible,  rather what was done last year, which
was to bump the trip limit  to 1000 wk., then 2000 wk. during the end of the quota
period.  If the projection indicates that 700 or 650  wk. gets you through the four month
period,  then  set it at that level for the entire period, since any underage can be rolled
over to a subsequent period.
Second point is  in regard the  quota adjustment process .   Recently the Department
had a period of time during which  the staff adjusted the BSB trip limit from 50, 100,  50,
to 200 lbs. day in a six or ten  day period of time  ( I may have that sequence slightly off) 
.  I think these changes are all well intended ,  and designed to maintain the fishery
within the specified standards.  Notwithstanding that point,  I don’t think the changes
are desirable.  Having worked for the Department , I am well aware of the burden this
places on the staff and the extensive amount of staff  time required to change
regulations .  I am not sure this is a good use of precious staff time , and I am also
concerned about the confusion it causes in the industry.   It also likely compromises
compliance and enforcement of the rules, as it is pretty easy to miss one listserv notice
if you are out on a fishing trip of several days .  As a general view ,  I think the changes
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should be less frequent,  rather than yo-yoing the regulations .  In general , I support the
Department having the right to raise or lower the starting trip limit depending on the
catch rates during the time period, and immediately prior to a subperiod .   So  to be
specific , if the Department took to hearing  a 50 lb. May 1 trip limit  , but the catch
rates are slightly higher or lower than projected , then staff should have the flexibility to
alter the starting limit , as opposed to starting at 50 Lbs. and then filing a different
regulation a few days later.  Once again , I believe that less frequent changes in the
regulation are a desirable outcome, as continuity matters if one wants to promote
compliance

 
Thanks for the opportunity to comment : David Borden, Little Compton.
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