
From: Rich Hittinger
To: Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Cc: Greg F Vespe; McManus, Conor (DEM); Lake, John (DEM); Truesdale, Corinne (DEM)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Public Comment on BSB regulations for 2022 - from RISAA
Date: Monday, February 21, 2022 2:28:44 PM

Peter
Since the required harvest reduction was changed by the MAMFC after the RIDEM Public
Hearing on 2022 Recreational Regulations for Black Sea Bass (BSB) the Rhode Island
Saltwater Anglers Association would like to submit this email modifying our comments that
we made at the Public Hearing.
We understand that the following regulations would accomplish the required 20.7% reduction:
Size limit for 2022 is 16”
Bag limit starts at 2 fish per person per day on May 22; then increases to 3 fish PPPD on
September 1 and the season stays open until the end of the year.
RISAA supports this option for management of BSB in 2022.
We further understand that the For Hire sector wish to have separate regulations for their
sector. If they are not successful in getting separate regulations we may entertain small
changes to this set of regulations, however the early season opening is key to the majority of
recreational fishers in RI.
Thank you,
Rich Hittinger
1st Vice President 
Legislative Committee Chairman
Rhode Island Saltwater Anglers Association

mailto:richhittinger@gmail.com
mailto:peter.duhamel@dem.ri.gov
mailto:vespe.risaa@gmail.com
mailto:Conor.Mcmanus@dem.ri.gov
mailto:john.lake@dem.ri.gov
mailto:Corinne.Truesdale@dem.ri.gov


 

 

2       

 

 

 

 
 

February 15, 2022 

 

Mr. Pete Duhamel 
3 Fort Wetherill Road  
Jamestown, RI 02835 

 

 

Dear Mr. Duhamel, 
 
The RIPCBA is a non-profit industry organization that represents 53 RI based party/charter boat 
businesses with more than 60 vessels, employing over 150 people. Our businesses support the 
recreational fishing of 45,000 individual angler trips annually. We have a vested interest in the 
rules and regulations established to manage our marine resources, and ultimately impact the 
success of our businesses. Please accept the following comments relating to items brought to 
Public Hearing on February 7th 2022. 
 
Black Sea Bass: The RIPCBA supports the concept of mode specific measures described within 
industry proposal #2 from the public hearing document. This approach provides the best 
opportunity for the most recreational fishermen across all modes. The fall/winter bottom fishing 
season has become a vital part of our business model and it is extremely important that we do 
everything we can to preserve Black Sea Bass (BSB) as a component of that fall/winter fishery. 
Mode specific measures will do that and allow for other recreational modes to fish in the spring. At 
the February 8th ASMFC SF, Scup, and BSB board meeting, a motion passed to reduce the 
needed reduction for BSB. With that new information we would like to recommend an updated 
version of Industry Proposal #2. (Industry Proposal 2A). Industry Proposal 2A would modify the 
charter/party mode measures to the following: Open Season from June 18th to December 31st. 
Possession Limit would be 2 fish per person from June 18th to August 31st, and 6 fish from Sept 1 
to December 31st. The minimum size would be 16 inches. These measures would be projected to 
result in a 21.4% reduction which is slightly higher than needed, but we feel a small buffer is 
appropriate to account for uncertainty in these new measures. Private Angler and Shore Mode 
measures could be adjusted from Industry Proposal #2 to reflect the lower reduction now required. 
We feel under the circumstances, a new Industry Proposal 2A is the best for the most people and 
we encourage the Division staff to support separate measures like those found within Industry 
Proposal 2A at the commission technical review and with other regional partners.  
 
Industry Proposal 2A: Mode-specific proposal, a 21.4% reduction in the party/charter sector is projected for the following 
measures:   
-Open 6/18, close 12/31 
-2 fish through August 31st, 6 fish Sept 1 to Dec 31 
-16” minimum size 

 
 

R.I. Party and Charter Boat Association 
P.O. Box 171 
Wakefield, RI 02880 
401-741-5648 
www.rifishing.com 
 

President  Capt. Rick Bellavance 
Vice President Capt. Steve Anderson 
Treasurer Capt. Andrew D’Angelo 
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Summer Flounder: The RIPCBA supports Industry Proposal #2. Reducing the minimum size to 
18 inches will allow a slightly higher harvest and reduce dead discards. The current season is 
satisfactory, and we strongly support the current possession limit of 6 fish per person as a 
marketing benefit to our fleet. It’s worth considering that many of our customers take one trip a 
year and do not own their own boats. Some private boat owners attest to taking 30 or 40 trips a 
season and it makes sense that they would feel a possession limit of 6 would be excessive, but 
that is not the case for someone who is hoping to catch fish to eat on their one trip that season.  
 
Scup: The RIPCBA supports the Division proposal raising the size by one inch. The season and 
possession limits, including party/charter bonus season would remain the same as 2021. 
 
Tautog: The RIPCBA strongly opposes Industry Proposal #1 and Industry Proposal #2. We 
support the “Status Quo” for management for Tautog for 2022. Based on the most recent 
assessment of the Tautog stock, the RI/MA Tautog stock is not overfished and not experiencing 
overfishing. It is conceivable that we could seek more liberal measures for 2022 based on this 
assessment, but we have concerns with recent increased recreational effort. We believe forgoing 
any possible liberalization available would be warranted and key for continuing a cautious 
approach to managing Tautog until we can assess the increased effort over a few years. 
Variability in recreational catch estimates suggest an averaging of a few recent years catch would 
more precise. The Industry Proposals #1 and #2 are not warranted at this time, and we feel the 
proposals cherry pick which recreational fisherman will bear the brunt of these unnecessary 
proposed reductions. If future management were to become necessary, we would welcome 
developing a regional plan that spreads any needed conservation equally across all the 
recreational stakeholders.  
 
We appreciate the opportunity to offer our comments and would like to thank Division staff for all 
the help with analysis of many alternatives across several species. We are lucky to have such 
helpful and devoted professional staff.  
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Capt. Rick Bellavance 
Capt. Rick Bellavance, President 

RI Party and Charter Boat Association  

   



From: Allan Gadoury
To: Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Comment on RI Fisheries
Date: Tuesday, February 15, 2022 11:27:23 AM

Dear Sir

Black Sea bass should open June 2 with a 2 fish limit.

Fluke fishermen should be allowed to keep one fish 16” or larger included in the daily bag.

All tautog over 21” should be released to protect brood stock.

Recreational fishermen should be allowed to keep 1 striped bass per day of any size.

There should be no commercial fishing allowed in Narragansett Bay.

Best Regards,

Allan W. Gadoury

mailto:al@6xoutfitters.com
mailto:peter.duhamel@dem.ri.gov


From: Michael Lynch
To: Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : 2022 Rhode Island Fishery Proposals
Date: Tuesday, February 8, 2022 1:24:44 PM

Hi Peter,

I attended the hearing last evening (February 7th) and wanted to reach out regarding the
proposals. 

I stand with the majority of recreational saltwater anglers and RISSA. I fully support proposal
#1 for Black Seabass. I fully support proposal #1 for Summer Flounder (fluke). I fully support
proposal #1 for tautog. 

We as a recreational community believe these proposals are in the best interest of preserving
our fisheries. 

Thank you,

-Michael

mailto:dynomik88@yahoo.com
mailto:peter.duhamel@dem.ri.gov


Hello, 
 
My name is Brian Bacon, owner / operator of Big Game Sportfishing Charters based in 
Snug Harbor Rhode Island.  
 
In regards to the Black Sea Bass… 
The Black Sea Bass fishery is no doubt a huge part of our ground fishing business, as well 
as the rest of the charter boat fleet. Not only in the summer, but especially in the fall when 
there are less fish around to target.  
Despite the required reduction, Black Sea Bass have not only shown up in greater numbers 
in Rhode Island waters over the years but are the one species that you can literally drop a 
hook anywhere and catch them. I’d even go as far as saying that the species has become 
invasive, pushing out and eating all the food where normally Fluke and Cod would be 
located. Now it’s loaded with sea bass in pretty much any spot you try and target other 
species.   
 
We have many clients that come to fish for the black sea bass in the fall because our daily 
retention limit goes up September 1, and we would like to recommend an updated version of 
Industry Proposal #2.  
Industry Proposal 2A would modify the charter/party mode measures to the following: Open 
Season from June 18th to December 31st. Possession Limit would be 2 fish per person from 
June 18th to August 31st, and the minimum size would be 16 inches. These measures would 
be projected to result in a 21.4% reduction which is slightly higher than needed, but we feel 
a small buffer is appropriate to account for uncertainty in these new measures. Private 
Angler and Shore Mode measures could be adjusted from Industry Proposal #2 to reflect 
the lower reduction now required. We feel under the circumstances, a new Industry 
Proposal 2A is the best for the most people and we encourage the Division staff to support 
separate measures like those found within Industry Proposal 2A at the commission technical 
review and with other regional partners.  
 
Industry Proposal 2A: Mode-specific proposal, a 21.4% reduction in the party/charter sector 
is projected for the following measures:   
-Open 6/18, close 12/31 
-2 fish through August 31st, 6 fish Sept 1 to Dec 31 
-16” minimum size 
 
On the Summer Flounder: 
We support Proposal #2. Reducing the minimum size to 18 inches and keeping a bag limit 
of 6.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Captain Brian Bacon 
Big Game Sportfishing 
401-243-7046 
brian@biggamefishingri.com 
 



From: Jason Howell
To: Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Cc: Rick Bellavance
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : RI Charter Boat
Date: Wednesday, February 16, 2022 11:46:05 AM
Attachments: 2022 RI Public Hearing Comments.pdf

Dear Mr Duhamel

I am a RI Charter Boat owner and wanted to email you in regards to setting up separate
regulations for the Charter Boat sector, especially as it pertains to Sea Bass. I feel that the
attached letter you recievied from the RI Charter Boat Association points out the reasons why. 
I also believe that its in the best intrest of the State and the RI Charter Boat Fleet that by
setting up separate regulations will keep us competitive with other States Charter Fleets and
helps us maintain our businesses. We would like to be recognized as an asset to the States
economy  and therefor setting up separate regulations to assist us would benefit us both.

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Sincerely 
CAPT Jason Howell
 

mailto:jayhowell116@gmail.com
mailto:peter.duhamel@dem.ri.gov
mailto:rickbellavance@gmail.com
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Mr. Pete Duhamel 
3 Fort Wetherill Road  
Jamestown, RI 02835 


 


 


Dear Mr. Duhamel, 
 
The RIPCBA is a non-profit industry organization that represents 53 RI based party/charter boat 
businesses with more than 60 vessels, employing over 150 people. Our businesses support the 
recreational fishing of 45,000 individual angler trips annually. We have a vested interest in the 
rules and regulations established to manage our marine resources, and ultimately impact the 
success of our businesses. Please accept the following comments relating to items brought to 
Public Hearing on February 7th 2022. 
 
Black Sea Bass: The RIPCBA supports the concept of mode specific measures described within 
industry proposal #2 from the public hearing document. This approach provides the best 
opportunity for the most recreational fishermen across all modes. The fall/winter bottom fishing 
season has become a vital part of our business model and it is extremely important that we do 
everything we can to preserve Black Sea Bass (BSB) as a component of that fall/winter fishery. 
Mode specific measures will do that and allow for other recreational modes to fish in the spring. At 
the February 8th ASMFC SF, Scup, and BSB board meeting, a motion passed to reduce the 
needed reduction for BSB. With that new information we would like to recommend an updated 
version of Industry Proposal #2. (Industry Proposal 2A). Industry Proposal 2A would modify the 
charter/party mode measures to the following: Open Season from June 18th to December 31st. 
Possession Limit would be 2 fish per person from June 18th to August 31st, and 6 fish from Sept 1 
to December 31st. The minimum size would be 16 inches. These measures would be projected to 
result in a 21.4% reduction which is slightly higher than needed, but we feel a small buffer is 
appropriate to account for uncertainty in these new measures. Private Angler and Shore Mode 
measures could be adjusted from Industry Proposal #2 to reflect the lower reduction now required. 
We feel under the circumstances, a new Industry Proposal 2A is the best for the most people and 
we encourage the Division staff to support separate measures like those found within Industry 
Proposal 2A at the commission technical review and with other regional partners.  
 
Industry Proposal 2A: Mode-specific proposal, a 21.4% reduction in the party/charter sector is projected for the following 
measures:   
-Open 6/18, close 12/31 
-2 fish through August 31st, 6 fish Sept 1 to Dec 31 
-16” minimum size 
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Summer Flounder: The RIPCBA supports Industry Proposal #2. Reducing the minimum size to 
18 inches will allow a slightly higher harvest and reduce dead discards. The current season is 
satisfactory, and we strongly support the current possession limit of 6 fish per person as a 
marketing benefit to our fleet. It’s worth considering that many of our customers take one trip a 
year and do not own their own boats. Some private boat owners attest to taking 30 or 40 trips a 
season and it makes sense that they would feel a possession limit of 6 would be excessive, but 
that is not the case for someone who is hoping to catch fish to eat on their one trip that season.  
 
Scup: The RIPCBA supports the Division proposal raising the size by one inch. The season and 
possession limits, including party/charter bonus season would remain the same as 2021. 
 
Tautog: The RIPCBA strongly opposes Industry Proposal #1 and Industry Proposal #2. We 
support the “Status Quo” for management for Tautog for 2022. Based on the most recent 
assessment of the Tautog stock, the RI/MA Tautog stock is not overfished and not experiencing 
overfishing. It is conceivable that we could seek more liberal measures for 2022 based on this 
assessment, but we have concerns with recent increased recreational effort. We believe forgoing 
any possible liberalization available would be warranted and key for continuing a cautious 
approach to managing Tautog until we can assess the increased effort over a few years. 
Variability in recreational catch estimates suggest an averaging of a few recent years catch would 
more precise. The Industry Proposals #1 and #2 are not warranted at this time, and we feel the 
proposals cherry pick which recreational fisherman will bear the brunt of these unnecessary 
proposed reductions. If future management were to become necessary, we would welcome 
developing a regional plan that spreads any needed conservation equally across all the 
recreational stakeholders.  
 
We appreciate the opportunity to offer our comments and would like to thank Division staff for all 
the help with analysis of many alternatives across several species. We are lucky to have such 
helpful and devoted professional staff.  
 
 


Respectfully Submitted, 


 


Capt. Rick Bellavance 
Capt. Rick Bellavance, President 


RI Party and Charter Boat Association  


   







From: Jeff Tkacs
To: Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Cc: vespe@risaa.org; vespe.risaa@gmail.com; jtkacs1280@yahoo.com
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : RI Fisheries Proposals
Date: Friday, February 11, 2022 11:38:39 AM
Attachments: image002.png

image003.png
image004.png

Good morning,
 
I hope this finds you well.
 
I am a RISAA member and I am writing you to show my support for Proposal #1 on each of
the following-
 
-Black Sea Bass Proposal #1, Open June 2nd, begin 2 fish increases to 3 as season
progresses
-Fluke Proposal #1, One fish of current bag limit to be 16" or larger - 50/50 chance
male
-Tog Proposal #1, Limits anglers 1 trophy fish a day at 21+ inches, 4 not 5 fish bag in
fall
 
I appreciate your time and consideration.
 
Best regards,
Jeff Tkacs
800-556-7464 x138
jefft@performbetter.com
www.performbetter.com [performbetter.com]
www.mfathletic.com [mfathletic.com]

  [facebook.com]  [twitter.com]  [instagram.com]  
 "Don't give up, don't ever give up" - Coach Valvano

P Please consider the impact on the environment before printing this document.

 

mailto:jeff.tkacs@performbetter.com
mailto:peter.duhamel@dem.ri.gov
mailto:vespe@risaa.org
mailto:vespe.risaa@gmail.com
mailto:jtkacs1280@yahoo.com
mailto:jefft@performbetter.com
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From: Michael Hagen
To: Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Cc: vespe.risaa@gmail.com
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : MARINE FISHERIES COUNCIL MEETING FEBRUAY 7, 2022
Date: Tuesday, February 8, 2022 4:23:45 PM

Mr. Duhamel - This will confirm my support of the Black Sea Bass Proposal #1, the Fluke Proposal #1
and the Tog Proposal #1 expressed at the meeting. 

Thank-you,

Michael Hagen

mailto:horses53@verizon.net
mailto:peter.duhamel@dem.ri.gov
mailto:vespe.risaa@gmail.com


From: kenneth cooper
To: Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Proposed Regulations Changes
Date: Thursday, February 24, 2022 8:53:53 AM

Sir: 

I own a home in Westerly, RI, and I am a United States Coast Guard licensed captain
who owns and operates a 23 foot center console boat that is registered in Rhode
Island.  I do not use my USCG license commercially, but I do recreationally fish and
spearfish frequently in Rhode Island coastal waters.  I am also an active member of
the Rhode Island Saltwater Anglers Association.

With regard to the proposed changes to the regulations pertaining to Black Sea Bass,
Fluke and Tautog, please note that, with regard to each species, I favor and
encourage the adoption of Proposal #1.

Captain Kenneth Cooper
19 Rock Ridge Road
Westerly, RI 02891

mailto:thecoops1@comcast.net
mailto:peter.duhamel@dem.ri.gov


Peter, I am a charter boat captain and a commercial fisherman, and need access to fish in order 
to maintain my businesses.  We are different from the recreational community due to the fact 
that our clients pay money to come fishing and catch some fish for dinner.  Most of the charter 
boat clientele comes fishing once a year to maybe twice a year.  Recreational fishermen can go 
fishing every day if they want and many do as noticed and seen on the water every day.  They 
can easily push for reduced bag limits on fish due to the fact that they can go fishing as much as 
they want.  Our customers can not afford that luxury.  For that reason I believe we should be 
under different regulations than the Recreational fishermen.  We are a small user group as 
compared to the thousands of rec fishermen, and this is a business just like the commercial 
fishermen. 
Saying this on the Sea Bass, I find it ridiculous that we are still restricted so much on a species 
that the stock is not in trouble at all, but is robust and not overfished.  All user groups have 
been saying this about the sea bass for many years now, but it is going on deaf ears.  If I have to 
choose one of the options presented I would go for Option 2.  I have no problem with going to 
16" on the fish, but would love to be able to keep 5 or 6 fish from June 15th thru Dec 15 
th.   This would help out the Party and  
Charter boats to maintain our business with this important fishery.  As for Scup, raising the size 
limit to 10 or 11" would not be a problem since most of the charter boats I know only keep scup 
that are over those sizes, and the customers are fine with that.  As for Fluke I agree with Option 
2...Fluke fishing last year was a challenge to get many keepers at all.  There were lots of 16-18" 
fish that were released.  Dropping the size limit to 18" will be very helpful to get a few keepers 
for our customers.  There is a lot of dissatisfaction with the fact that Commercial fishermen can 
still catch a 14" fluke.  It is never changed to a higher size limit but recreational sizes are always 
going up.  A few years ago we did a Fluke Sector for 10 charter boats that the DEM said worked 
very well.  We fished on 16" and up fish. It ran for 2 years with the purchase of the fish from the 
reserve set aside, but then was cancelled due to politics within the recreational community.  It 
was working and would have been a great model for both the recreational and charter boat 
fishermen to try out even for 1 year, but politics always wins out instead of logic.  Tautog 
recreational should remain Status Quo....no changes  Tautog commercial fishermen should 
remain status quo too.  They  should not drop to 15", and the bag limit should change to 25 fish 
per day no matter how many days they are allowed to fish.  This will destroy the tautog fishery 
that we all have worked so hard to preserve and protect for many years.    Also eliminating the 
days to fish commercially will hinder those commercial fishermen that can not fish every day or 
the weather is unpredictable, and could shut the fishing completely if the weather is bad on the 
only days open to fish.  This measure shuts people out of fishing on the entire weekend.  How is 
that fair to commercial fishermen that can only fish on the weekends.  You just threw them out 
of the fishery.   
 
Thanks for accepting my comments and concerns. 
Capt. John Rainone 
L'il Toot Charters 
35 Ocean View Dr. 
Narragansett RI 02882 
401-783-0883  401-497-6683 C 



From: mballback1@comcast.net
To: Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : RISSA"S Proposals
Date: Friday, February 11, 2022 7:43:55 AM

I agree with the following proposals:

 

Bl Sea Bass Proposal #1 Open June 2nd, begin 2 fish increases to 3 as season progresses

Fluke            Proposal #1 one fish of current bag limit to be 16" or larger - 50/50 chance male

Tog               Proposal #1 Limits anglers 1 trophy fish a day at 21+ inches, 4 not 5 fish bag in fall
 
Thank you,
 
Michael Ballback
311 Ten Rod Rd
No Kingstown, RI 02852

mailto:mballback1@comcast.net
mailto:peter.duhamel@dem.ri.gov


From: Jason Ferschke
To: Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Support for Proposal #1 (Fluke, Seabass, Tog)
Date: Tuesday, February 8, 2022 5:47:54 PM

Mr. Duhamel,

Please accept this email as my vote/voice of support for the following:

 Black Sea Bass: Proposal #1
 TauTog: Proposal #1
 Fluke: Proposal #1

I believe that these proposals are a great step towards protecting our fisheries well into the
future.  No matter the species, on my boat they are all treated with respect with the hopes that
my grandchildren will someday be able to enjoy saltwater fishing (In line with these
proposals).  I believe these proposals also seek to maintain balance with a give and take
approach. 

I appreciate the challenges of your agency and thank you for accepting the input.

Respectfully,

Jason Ferschke

Sent from my iPad

mailto:jferschke@charter.net
mailto:peter.duhamel@dem.ri.gov


From: jimyturner@charter.net
To: Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Fisheries meeting
Date: Wednesday, February 9, 2022 3:18:20 PM

Feb 9, 2022

From the desk of Jim Turner

     I attended the Monday, February 7 meeting on The RI fisheries via Zoom. First, let me
state that I am supporting all three proposals made on behalf of the RISAA’S membership by
its Executive Director, Greg Vespe.  I feel more strongly about some aspects of the proposals
than others.  I am, generally, an advocate of falling on the cautious side on these
environmentally important issues.  After all, there will be no recreational fishing, nor
commercial fishing, if we have no fish.

     I am very much heartened by the intelligent thought, and concerned comments by all those
I was able to hear.  Some of these folks, I have heard before, and have a great deal of respect
for their attitudes and their knowledge of the fisheries.  The younger voices, concerned for
their future enjoyment of the sport, as well as the owners of charter companies and head boats,
made a lengthy discussion extremely productive, in my opinion.

     Protecting our fisheries, while have fun in the sun (or even in the rain); making a living, or
even reminiscing about days gone by, is of paramount importance. It is not just about our
stewardship in one area, it is about how we treat everything.

     So, let’s keep those big female tautog alive and producing.

     Let’s toss back those tiny black sea bass and just keep enough for our freezer for winter
chowders.

     Let’s try to figure out how to increase our fluke numbers and maybe even the winter
flounder.

     We can tighten our belts to bring back stripers and increase the blues too.

Let us also keep in mind, that there are many more threats to our fish than us fisherman.  As an
old-timer, I think it is no accident that when my neighboring saltmarsh was destroyed in the
1960’s, we soon found our harbor’s winter flounder become non-existent.

It is my fervent prayer that Rhode Island, as well as the rest of New England, make the right
decisions concerning out fisheries, based on the best science and wisdom of our leadership.

My thanks to all that participated in one way or another.

mailto:jimyturner@charter.net
mailto:peter.duhamel@dem.ri.gov


From: JT
To: Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Cc: vespe@risaa.org
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Fish Regs proposal
Date: Thursday, February 10, 2022 12:39:21 PM


I support the following

Bl Sea Bass Proposal #1 Open June 2nd, begin 2 fish increases to 3 as season progresses
Fluke            Proposal #1 one fish of current bag limit to be 16" or larger - 50/50 chance male 
Tog               Proposal #1 Limits anglers 1 trophy fish a day at 21+ inches, 4 not 5 fish bag in fall

The tog are just getting crucified in the fall. I think these proposals are proactive.

James Tollefson 
122 Morrison Ave
Middletown, RI
02842

JAT

mailto:raggpt12@gmail.com
mailto:peter.duhamel@dem.ri.gov
mailto:vespe@risaa.org


From: Marion Vespe
To: Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Fisheries Proposals
Date: Saturday, February 12, 2022 4:25:30 PM

I have followed with great interest the current proposals for R.I. tog, fluke, and sea bass. 
Having been involved in fishing for 75+ years (and in R.I. for many of those years, and still
enjoy fishing there) I have seen the rise and fall of many species.  As a biologist teaching
Environmental Studies (and other subjects as well) I have observed the fragility of all species
harvested by man.

I am especially concerned about the R.I. tog fisheries.  Tog are so slow growing, have a very
small migration range,and are easy to locate and harvest.  The catch by charter boats or head
boats can be extreme.  I know of 3 charter boats, each harvesting 2,500+ tog by the end of the
season.  This cannot continue for long when you consider the number of vessels from both in
and out of state, both commercial and private, which have found this extraordinary fishery.

I agree with the tog proposal, but do not think it goes far enough to conserve the species.  I
would further protect the species by offering a tag system for all large tog caught over an
established size.  For example, you could allow a set of tags to be purchased per person for the
season which would allow a greater degree of protection, thus giving my great grandchildren
the same joy I have experienced.  

Thank you for your consideration.   R.V.

mailto:ricmarve60@gmail.com
mailto:peter.duhamel@dem.ri.gov


From: Paulette Blagburn
To: Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Cc: vespe.risaa@gmail.com
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Fisheries Proposals
Date: Thursday, February 10, 2022 12:15:23 PM

Dear Mr. Duhamel,

as an active member of RISAA and concerned citizen of RI I would like to express my
support of the following:

Bl Sea Bass Proposal #1 Open June 2nd, begin 2 fish increases to 3 as season
progresses
Fluke            Proposal #1 one fish of current bag limit to be 16" or larger - 50/50
chance male
Tog               Proposal #1 Limits anglers 1 trophy fish a day at 21+ inches, 4 not 5 fish
bag in fall .

Rhode Island has been blessed with our coastline and it is critical that we continue to
protect our ocean resources for our citizens and for the tourism industry.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Paulette Blagburn
Warwick RI

mailto:p_blagburn@yahoo.com
mailto:peter.duhamel@dem.ri.gov
mailto:vespe.risaa@gmail.com


From: Whistler joe
To: Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Regulations
Date: Wednesday, February 9, 2022 11:33:16 AM

Hello Peter,

I endorse regulation 2 on sea bass.

I do not endorse either regulation 1 or 2 for Tautog.

I do not endorse regulation 1 for Fluke.

Captain Joe Bleczinski 
Hooked on a feeling charters
Galilee  Rhode Island
401-788- 3638

mailto:whistlerjoe@hotmail.com
mailto:peter.duhamel@dem.ri.gov


From: Jean Bowen
To: Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Cc: vespe.risaa@gmail.com; Michael Nerney
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : February Fisheries Hearing
Date: Thursday, February 17, 2022 3:05:49 PM

Dear Mr. Duhamel,

I write in support of Proposal 1 heard at the recent hearing. As a RISAA member it has been
important to my family to understand the regulations and abide by the regular changes to fishing
rules. For years my husband and I have fished for flounder on the South County coastline to enjoy
our time on the water and to hopefully catch flounder.for our enjoyment. It is a reality that we
accept the absence of these delicious fish in our waters. 

I support the proposal to limit sea bass, fluke and tog by size and bag as listed below and
supported by RISAA. 

Bl Sea Bass Proposal #1 Open June 2nd, begin 2 fish increases to 3 as season progresses
Fluke            Proposal #1 one fish of current bag limit to be 16" or larger - 50/50 chance male
Tog               Proposal #1 Limits anglers 1 trophy fish a day at 21+ inches, 4 not 5 fish bag in fall .

Regards,
Jean N Bowen

--
Jean N. Bowen
87 Oak Street
Wakefield, RI 02879
203 788-3156 

mailto:jeannbowen@gmail.com
mailto:peter.duhamel@dem.ri.gov
mailto:vespe.risaa@gmail.com
mailto:mnerney21@gmail.com


From: Frank J
To: Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Support for RISAA REGULATION CHANGES
Date: Thursday, February 10, 2022 2:18:02 PM

Please support Proposal #1 for the regulation changes for Black Sea Bass, Fluke, and Tautog.
These changes make good common sense for all RI recreational anglers and help provide
sustainable fishing stocks for the future.

Best regards,
Frank J

mailto:keyscaster@gmail.com
mailto:peter.duhamel@dem.ri.gov


 

 

 

February 8, 2022 

RIDEM via email 

I am writing to support three proposals for 2022 offered by the Rhode Island Saltwater Anglers 
Association (RISAA). 

Black Sea Bass—Proposal #1 

For 32 years I fished with a close friend and fishing partner who kept his boat in Mattapoisett, 
MA. We took turns fishing in MA and RI on alternate trips. In the spring, we’d target BSB in 
Buzzards Bay and the Elizabeth Islands. The fish would be so thick that they could be seen 
schooling on the surface like striped bass. They were plentiful and often well over 20 inches. 
Later in the year, we’d fish in my home waters with very little success. One day, we landed 54 
BSB at Elbow Ledge without a single fish over 15 inches. In the past few years, I have seen very 
few BSB over 15-16 inches during the open season in the Bay or near shore waters. For the 
shore, kayak and smaller boat angler to have a chance at a decent BSB, we need to make our 
season closer to that of Massachusetts. 

It is also important to distinguish the situation between the Bay, Sakonnet and near shore 
waters from the areas around Block Island and beyond when making policy. When our BSB 
season opens, the larger fish have moved out to those areas so they are plentiful for larger 
recreational boats and/or charter boats operating out of the southern ports. Hence, we get 
comments such as “BSB are everywhere and all you have to do is drop a line” from charter 
captains there. They are also plentiful in the inshore and near shore areas but not of legal size.  

For these reasons, I support BSB Proposal # 1 

Summer Flounder (Fluke) Proposal #1 

This is another situation in which we are out of step with our neighboring state of 
Massachusetts which has a minimum size of 17 inches. When I fished there, we’d often get a 
keeper with a minimum of released/discarded fish. Here in RI, we need to land 10-15 fish or 
more to get a single 19 inch fish. With two or three or four anglers fishing, that is a lot of 
released/discarded fish. While no one can be 100% sure how anglers would react to being able 
to take one smaller fish, it makes sense that mortality could well be reduced and there is little 
downside. I also support a reduced bag limit on whatever the minimum size is so that anglers 
don’t continue to release/discard large numbers of fish.  

For these reasons, I support Summer Flounder Proposal # 1 



Tautog Proposal #1 

As many people have commented, this is a rare and special recreational fishery, unique to our 
State. One charter captain arguing for “status quo” mentioned that there are sometimes 130 
boats on Brenton Reef. At three anglers per boat, that is nearly two thousand fish a day 
removed from that area! That is a lot of pressure for any fishery and sooner or later it will begin 
to show in the fish stocks. If a decline in the fishery has happened in the past, it can happen 
again, especially with the application of better gear and navigation equipment.  The time to 
protect this wonderful fishery is BEFORE it begins to show signs of decline, not after. 

Relying on estimates of biomass, reproduction, recruitment, etc. is a convenient way of dodging 
the wisdom of staying in front of potential problems. The same science that has given us greatly 
reduced numbers of striped bass and summer flounder (fluke) cannot be relied upon in the 
management of the Tautog fishery. I would also support a reduced bag limit of three fish in the 
late season.  

For these reasons, I support Tautog Proposal # 1 

 

Respectfully, 

Fred DeFinis 

Middletown RI  

Recreational angler, boat owner, and member RISAA, RICAC.  

 

 

 

 



From: drfrtuna@aol.com
To: Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Being fair !
Date: Friday, February 11, 2022 11:25:36 AM

Dear Mr. Duhamel,

Keeping this brief.  I believe that the RI salt water fishing regulations have not given enough consideration
for the recreational fisherman in past years.
I am a RI resident who has fished RI waters for over seventy years.  I have fished commercially for tuna
as well as fly fishing and bottom fishing to feed my family and friends.  I have read about how much the
recreational fisherman contributes to the local economy yet I am seeing how unfair regulations
discourage fishing.
I am not anti commercial fishing.  I am in favor of preserving fish stocks.  I believe in smart catch and
release fishing.  
What I would appreciate is your creating regulations that are equal for all fishing categories.  Include size
limits that allow fish to bread and replenish themselves.  Season dates that don't favor one group over
another.  Daily limits that provide enough food to feed a family. 
I could go on but feel you get what I am saying.  Thank you for any consideration you may give to these
matters.

Fran Ramella

   

mailto:drfrtuna@aol.com
mailto:peter.duhamel@dem.ri.gov


From: Gary Zera
To: Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Fisheries Proposals
Date: Tuesday, February 8, 2022 2:29:42 PM

I am a RISSA member that supports Proposal one for BSB,Fluke and Tautog. I really also support only 3 tautoug. It
represents good conservation balanced with access. Thanks.Gary Zera

132 Bayridge Drive Middletown RI 02842

mailto:zera.gary@gmail.com
mailto:peter.duhamel@dem.ri.gov


From: Ruby
To: Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Proposals #1 for all three
Date: Thursday, February 10, 2022 12:55:01 PM

Mr. Duhamel,

Sea Bass Proposal #1 Open June 2nd, begin 2 fish increases to 3 as season
progresses.  I would support a higher bag limit all year. 

Fluke            Proposal #1 one fish of current bag limit to be 16" or larger - 50/50
chance male 

Tog               Proposal #1 Limits anglers 1 trophy fish a day at 21+ inches, 4 not 5
fish bag in fall .

Thanks 
David Swain

mailto:david.m.swain@gmail.com
mailto:peter.duhamel@dem.ri.gov


From: Bj Silvia
To: Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] :
Date: Thursday, February 17, 2022 1:49:17 PM

Hi i am B.J Silvia of Flippin Out Charters. I fish around  Newport . Having seabass open june
2 would help me out so much. Having my customers to be able to have a couple of fish is
everything. All the Captain's on this side have been getting screwed for the last 10 years, so a
couple of charter boats from point Judith can benefit. And the boats that are benefiting from
this are out of state boats so i don't get it. Thank you so much for your time

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android [go.onelink.me]

mailto:bjsilvia54@yahoo.com
mailto:peter.duhamel@dem.ri.gov
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://go.onelink.me/107872968?pid=InProduct&c=Global_Internal_YGrowth_AndroidEmailSig__AndroidUsers&af_wl=ym&af_sub1=Internal&af_sub2=Global_YGrowth&af_sub3=EmailSignature__;!!KKphUJtCzQ!eVIkH_QpEL3ZmdmpepZo8WMfCRmoD7vG3cOFzcVTOfJ3C7ai31IyONUbQngHPuttb-Z7ag$


From: RomanAround5246
To: Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Upcoming Fishing Regulations Proposal
Date: Saturday, February 12, 2022 10:04:52 PM

Hi Mr. Duhamel,

I am emailing you today to voice my opinions on the Fishing Regulations Propals for the
upcoming Fishing season. First, I would like to Thank You for taking the time to listen to my
opinion/choice. Second, I would like to Thank You for giving us this opportunity to even
voice our opinions. 

First up will be Black Sea Bass. 

I like proposal 1 which is the season opening on June 2nd with a 2 fish limit then expanding to
3 fish. I believe that it will give a better chance for someone who can't make it out to the
windmills to catch a keeper. I believe that everyone should have a chance to take a fish home
for the dinner plate. 

Second will be Fluke.

I like proposal 1. I visit Salty Brine Beach throughout the summer. I wander the jetty and talk
to the anglers to see what they are catching. Alot of them say that they are catching smaller
fluke and are disappointed that nothing is going home for the dinner plate. I think if anglers
are able to keep one fish at 16 inches, they have a chance to take something home. I think that
would also apply to the charter and party boats. It gives a better chance to take something
home to eat.

And finally third is Tautog. 

This is a first class fishery that needs to be protected. I think that limiting an Angler to one fish
over 21 inches inorder to protect the fish that everyone wants to catch. We need to be
proactive so we don't have to be reactive. New Jersey use to be the place to go but it doesn't
seem to be that way. The new record holder in Rhode Island is from New Jersey. I don't think
that only allowing anglers the ability to take one trophy Tautog is going to deter anyone from
coming to Rhode Island to try to catch their personal best. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this email and giving us the opportunity to voice our
opinions that mean so much to us.

Sincerely, 

Roman Dudus 

Sent from Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

mailto:romanaround5246@gmail.com
mailto:peter.duhamel@dem.ri.gov


 

 
February 22, 2022 

My wife and I, in our golden years, have taken to saltwater fishing with our tandem kayak.  
We fish in the bay and are limited on where we can put in and fish obviously because of 
using a kayak.  We are both members of RISAA and recommend that you take RISAA’s three 
proposals into consideration.   

In our specific case, we are out on the bay for recreation and enjoyment, but far too many 
time after an active day of catching fish, we have nothing to take home because it is either 
undersized or not in season.  We have no problem catching fish, but it is frustrating after 
paddling out to a spot and returning 18” fluke to the ocean because of size, or returning sea 
bass because they are not in season.  Both RISAA proposals on sea bass and fluke make 
sense and we would hope that you go in this direction.  The proposal on Tautog also make 
sense in preserving the stock in our coastal waters. 

Bottom line, we go out on the bay in our kayak for recreation and would be much happier 
bringing home a fish or two.  We are not interested in limiting out, just a few fish for our 
“clean energy” efforts. 
 
Thanks for your time,  

Roger & Patricia Cichy 

from the office of Roger & Patricia Cichy 

40 Carue Drive; Scituate, RI  02857    401-647-0071



From: stavrakas.john@gmail.com
To: Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Recreational Fishing Proposals
Date: Thursday, February 10, 2022 12:36:13 PM

Daer Mr. Duhamel,
 
I am an avid Rhode Island recreational fisherman who spends on average thirty days a year on the
water.  As a long time member of the Rhode Island Saltwater Anglers Association I support the
following proposals:

 

Bl Sea Bass Proposal #1 Open June 2nd, begin 2 fish increases to 3 as season
progresses

Fluke            Proposal #1 one fish of current bag limit to be 16" or larger - 50/50
chance male

Tog               Proposal #1 Limits anglers 1 trophy fish a day at 21+ inches, 4 not 5
fish bag in fall .

 

 

Preservation and improvement of the fisheries stocks in Rhode Island waters is very important to me
and to the entire region.  Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Stavrakas
11 Lorelei Drive West
South Kingstown, RI   02879
 
Sent from Mail [go.microsoft.com] for Windows
 

mailto:stavrakas.john@gmail.com
mailto:peter.duhamel@dem.ri.gov
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986__;!!KKphUJtCzQ!dStSVmVMk2bkT7LbHj0gC-hE0GsBsyCPttTFWBeAFfgBjeMhfMoXbbNq9sTCrIWQlo71MQ$


From: RON LYNCH
To: Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : RISAA FISHERIES PROPOSAL
Date: Thursday, February 10, 2022 7:55:32 PM

Peter, just a short note to say i am in agreement and stand with the RI Saltwater Anglers on their proposal. We need
to go with the newest data and preserve our fisheries for generations to come.
Ron Lynch

Sent from my iPad

mailto:rl2813@aol.com
mailto:peter.duhamel@dem.ri.gov


From: Paula Smalec
To: Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : comments on proposals
Date: Tuesday, February 8, 2022 8:45:22 AM

My name is Paula Smalec.  I’m a recreational angler, small boat owner, and RISAA member. 

I strongly support Proposal #1 for black sea bass.  I think it is best to be in alignment with MA and CT regulations. 
Plus, I live in upper Narragansett Bay and this would increase my chances of catching and keeping a sea bass while
they are in the upper Bay.  Sea bass are PLENTIFUL in Rhode Island waters and are a threat to the dwindling
lobster population.

I support Proposal #1 for fluke.  I cannot even count how many undersized fluke I caught and released last season. 
Some of these fluke were just shy of 19”, were gut hooked and bleeding badly, and I doubt that they survived after
released. Plus, the odds of catching a 19” fluke from shore anywhere are slim to none.

I support Proposal #1 for tautog.  Perhaps the fishery is not currently overfished, but the recent successes of most tog
fishermen over the past few seasons will lead to increased chances of overfishing for this species.  I’m in favor of
preserving this species and keeping the stock healthy.

Thank you.

Paula Smalec

mailto:chefmom@cox.net
mailto:peter.duhamel@dem.ri.gov
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Peter Duhamel         February 16, 2022 

Department of Environmental Management 

3 Fort Wetherill Road 

Jamestown, RI 02835 

 

 

RE: Comments for February 7, 2022 public hearing 

 

 

Dear Mr. Duhamel, 

 

 

Please consider the following comments relative to the 2022 management of recreational Black Sea 

Bass, Tautog, Summer Flounder, and Scup.  I am the owner and operator of Priority Fishing Charters 

located in Point Judith Rhode Island. These species are important to the clients I bring on fishing 

charters and the decisions made by the RI Department of Environmental Management have the 

potential to both positively and negatively impact my business.  

 

Black Sea Bass: I strongly support sperate mode specific measures for the 2022 season for black sea 

bass (BSB). Under the difficult circumstances we find ourselves for 2022 recreational management of 

BSB, it will be impossible to craft measures that satisfy clients on a charter/party vessel and those in 

the private/shore modes. Separate measures for charter/party and private/shore modes will allow us to 

give as many people as possible what they want while still achieving the necessary reduction. I believe 

the time has come to explore this type of management. The fall/winter bottom fishing season has 

become a vital part of my business and it is extremely important to me that preserve Black Sea Bass 

(BSB) as a component of that fall/winter fishery. I support the following measures for the 

charter/party mode.  

 

Mode-specific proposal, a 21.4% reduction in the party/charter sector is projected for the following 

measures:   

- Open 6/18, close 12/31 

- 2 fish June 18 to August 31, 6 fish Sept 1 to Dec 31 

- 16” minimum size 

 

I defer recommending what would be best for the private/shore modes to people that fish in those modes. 

I have no desire to try and tell private/shore mode fisherman what will and will not work for them. 

 

Tautog: I strongly oppose Industry Proposal #1 and Industry Proposal #2 and described at the public 

hearing. I support the “Status Quo” for management for Tautog for 2022. Based on the most recent 

assessment of the Tautog stock, the RI/MA Tautog stock is not overfished and not experiencing 

overfishing.  



Priority Fishing Charters, LLC 
140 Jerry Lane 
North Kingstown, RI 02852 
401-741-5648 
www.priorityfishingcharters.com   
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The Industry Proposals #1 and #2 are not warranted at this time. I feel the proposals selectively choose 

businesses like mine to take proactive precautionary steps, while having little effect on most of the 

harvest. I do not want to jeopardize the world class tautog fishing all recreational fisherman have 

worked to rebuild, but I also do not feel the time is right for pro-active steps. If reductions are called 

for in the future, I would be happy to suggest steps we could take that would see all recreational 

fisherman pitch in, not just charter/party vessels. 

 

Summer Flounder: I support Industry Proposal #2. Reducing the minimum size to 18 inches will 

allow a slightly higher harvest and reduce dead discards. Please do not change the possession limit or 

the season, they work fine as they are. We heard at the public hearing that some private boat owners 

attest to taking 30 or 40 trips a season and it makes sense that they would feel a possession limit of 6 

would be excessive, but that is not the case for my customers who are hoping to catch enough fish to 

eat a few meals on their one trip that season.  

 

Scup: I am ok raising the size by one inch; in fact, we could go to 11 inches, and it would not bother 

me. If the shore fisherman needs a smaller size, I would support giving it to them. The season and 

possession limits, including party/charter bonus season should remain the same as 2021. 

 

I appreciate the opportunity to offer my comments and I would like to thank Division staff for putting 

on the public hearing and hearing my thoughts. The dedication and professionalism of the staff is very 

appreciated.   

    

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Capt. Rick Bellavance 

Priority Fishing Charters 

401-741-5648 

rickbellavance@gmail.com 

mailto:rickbellavance@gmail.com


From: astrikercharters
To: Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] : Fish regs
Date: Thursday, February 17, 2022 5:54:49 AM

Good morning Peter Duhamel 

I , Russell Blank have been charter fishing for 25 years and fisheries management decisions
always impact my business, either good or bad I abide by the laws set forth. I have shifted a
good part of my business to catching Black CBass, they are a plentiful stock, easy to catch for
people that don't know how to fish and they really taste great.
I urge the state to go with option 2.
Charter industry (2a).

Summer Flounder 
I support option 2,  reducing the size to 18" and a 6 fish bag limit.

Scup
I support the divisions proposal.

Tataug
Strongly oppose option 1
I support Status Quo for management measures for 2022.

I feel all these regulations are fair across the board and allow all fisherman an opportunity to
take home a meal after a day of fishing. 

Thank you 
Captain Russell Blank 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

-------- Original message --------
From: "Duhamel, Peter (DEM)" <peter.duhamel@dem.ri.gov>
Date: 2/7/22 5:42 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: astrikercharters <astrikercharters@aol.com>
Cc: "Lake, John (DEM)" <john.lake@dem.ri.gov>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] : Fish regs

Thank you Russell, comment recieved

 

Peter A. Duhamel, Principal Environmental Planner

RI Department of Environmental Management

Division of Marine Fisheries

mailto:astrikercharters@aol.com
mailto:peter.duhamel@dem.ri.gov


3 Fort Wetherill Road

Jamestown, RI 02835

401-423-1927

 

From: astrikercharters <astrikercharters@aol.com> 
Sent: Monday, February 7, 2022 5:38 PM
To: Duhamel, Peter (DEM) <peter.duhamel@dem.ri.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Fish regs

 

 

Good evening Peter my name is Russell Blank,  I want to comment on tonight's meeting and
voice my opinions on the recommendations of the management issues.

C-bass I am not in favor of options 1and 3 but prefer option 2.

Scup is fine.

Commercial Striped Bass in favor of option 1 oppose option 2.

Fluke in favor of option 2

Tataug Commercial in favor of option 2.

Tataug Recreational Status quo or option 1.

 

Thank you  Russell Blank 

 

 

 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

 



From: SCOTT LUNDBERG
To: Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : PUBLIC MEETING PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO PART 3 FINFISH
Date: Monday, February 7, 2022 2:59:58 PM

Peter, I will not be able to attend tonight's public hearing but here are my comments. As the owner of
Reel-to-Reel Sportfishing Charters Llc. and as a member of the Rhode Island Party and Charter Boat
Association, concerning tautog, I support the status quo. Clearly there is no scientific evidence that the
fishery is overfished. Concerning black sea bass I support Industry Proposal 2. Concerning Fluke, I
support Industry Proposal 2. Concerning Scup, I support the division proposal to raise the size limit 1
inch. Concerning commercial striped bass, I am totally against opening up gillnetting at this time.
Sincerely yours, Capt. Scott Lundberg

mailto:reelsportfishing@verizon.net
mailto:peter.duhamel@dem.ri.gov


From: Steven Ruhnke
To: Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Support of RISAA proposals
Date: Wednesday, February 9, 2022 6:01:13 PM

Hi Peter,

My name is Steve Ruhnke and a member of RISAA. I live in Portsmouth and am an avid fisherman. I am
retired and fish from my boat of the beach whenever I can. I support the proposals for black sea bass,
fluke and Tog, made by RISAA.
These proposals allow all RI anglers, access to additional fishing opportunities as well as help to manage
the future stock of these species.

Thank You

Steve Ruhnke
545 park ave
Portsmouth, RI

mailto:rsteve57@aol.com
mailto:peter.duhamel@dem.ri.gov


From: riwade@mindspring.com
To: Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Support for Proposal #1 re Black Sea Bass and Fluke
Date: Friday, February 11, 2022 12:13:40 PM

Hello Mr. Duhamel,
 
I am contacting you to register my support for the following modifications to saltwater
fishing bag limits for 2022.
 
Bl Sea Bass Proposal #1 Open June 2nd, begin 2 fish increases to 3 as season progresses
Fluke            Proposal #1 one fish of current bag limit to be 16" or larger - 50/50 chance male
 
I do mostly kayak fishing and in the interest of striped bass conservation I rarely keep a striper for
consumption. The proposed changes will allow me to provide dinner for my partner and I much
more frequently without having to take a striper, which will promote domestic tranquility in my
home. Justifying to my partner why I spend hours pursuing, catching and then releasing slot sized
striped bass will be much easier if I am allowed to bring home a fluke or a couple of sea bass for
dinner. Therefore I support changes to the regulations that facilitate the anticipated domestic bliss
by making catching a keeper fluke or sea bass a little easier. I personally would prefer a fluke
minimum size of 17”, but I catch plenty of 18 inchers and one of those makes a nice dinner for
two. Having access to the early season sea bass will is also a positive development because
larger sea bass can be found in waters more accessible to kayakers in June.
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this matter.
 
Best Regards,
 
Wade Diehl
Wood River Junction, RI 02894
(401) 862-8962
 

mailto:riwade@mindspring.com
mailto:peter.duhamel@dem.ri.gov


From: todd corayer
To: Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Proposed Amendments, Part 3, Finfish
Date: Tuesday, February 8, 2022 9:03:30 AM

Hello Peter,
With regard to the proposed fisheries regulations for Part 3, I would like to
voice my support for several proposals. 
For Black Sea Bass, I support Proposal number one.
For Summer flounder, I support Proposal number one
For tautog, I support Proposal number one. If I might, it was disappointing to
hear comments, largely from commercial interests last night, supporting a
status quo option for tautog. The vast majority in that room recognized the
value of the fishery, for both recreational and for-hire anglers, and it was
remarkable to hear so many want to be proactive to preserve something instead
of attending more meetings later on to try and figure out how to rebuild it.
Being proactive is, in my estimation, the best way to protect not only a fishery
but the fish themselves.
Thanks Peter,
Todd

todd corayer
fishwrapwriter.com [fishwrapwriter.com] 
facebook.com/fish [facebook.com] wrap writer
twitter.com/fishwrapwriter [twitter.com]
@fish_wrap
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From: Anthony Guarino
To: Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : New fishing regs
Date: Wednesday, February 16, 2022 9:08:45 AM

Dear Mr. Duhamel

My name is Tony Guarino owner/operator of booked off charters.
I believe at this time the party charter sector should have a separate quota then recreational fisherman.
The fall season for sea bass is very important to our business and I believe that many recreational anglers that fish
on charter boats make a a large percentage of total rec  anglers out there.

I also believe that tautog should stay status quo with what seems to be a very healthy fishery.

Thanks for you time.

Capt. Tony Guarino
Booked Off Charters
401-741-2580

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:tonygbookedoff@sbcglobal.net
mailto:peter.duhamel@dem.ri.gov


From: Rrblackjr
To: Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Cc: vespe.risaa@gmail.com
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Marine Fisheries New Proposed Regulations
Date: Thursday, February 10, 2022 10:07:15 AM

Dear Peter:

I was not able to log in or attend the Fisheries hearing on Monday, February 7th due to a
conflicting, previously scheduled Zoom meeting. However, I am reaching out for I sincerely care
about our fisheries and want them to be around for our grandkids who are currently 5, 9, and 11.  I
fish with them throughout the summer and emphasize the importance of being a good steward of
our fisheries by abiding by the regulations and carefully returning fish when releasing.  For the
past two seasons all three boys have been active participants in RISAA's Annual Junior Angler
Tournament with the oldest taking 1st in 2020 and the 9 year old taking 2nd in 2021.  The five
year old did win first place for the scup division last season as well.  They know they must eat
what they keep and respect this important resource for generations to enjoy.  They also
understand the importance of carefully drafted regulations that proactively conserve this critically
important resource.

I am in support of RISSA's three proposals:
 
Black Sea Bass  Proposal #1
Fluke                   Proposal #1
Tog                      Proposal #1
 
Sincerely,

Rick Black
51 Flintstone Road
Narragansett, RI  02882
860.841.5790 (C)

mailto:rrblackjr@aol.com
mailto:peter.duhamel@dem.ri.gov
mailto:vespe.risaa@gmail.com


From: Bill Barbour
To: Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] :
Date: Sunday, February 20, 2022 1:31:11 PM

Sent from my iPhone. I concur with mark . Also those island should follow mass no sale of stopped bass except by
rod and reel

mailto:ri5150bb@gmail.com
mailto:peter.duhamel@dem.ri.gov


From: Christopher Deacutis
To: Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Supporting RISAA Proposal #1 for Tautog + #1 for Black Seabass + #1 for Fluke
Date: Tuesday, February 8, 2022 5:46:57 PM

Hi Pete !

Just passing on my support and agreement with the RISAA proposals :

Black Sea Bass  Proposal #1
Fluke                   Proposal #1
Tog                      Proposal #1

These make the most sense to me considering the needs of recreational fishers and the present
status of the species populations,

Hope all is going well at RIDEM DMF  !

Best,
Christopher Deacutis
North Kingstown, RI
RISAA member

[avast.com]
Virus-free. www.avast.com [avast.com]
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From: craig wood
To: Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Seasons and bag limits
Date: Thursday, February 10, 2022 8:23:30 PM

TWIMC:
Concerning 2022 seasons and bag limits, I support RISAA's #1 proposals for black seabass, fluke ,and
tautog.

Craig Wood
RISAA member

mailto:craigwd916@aol.com
mailto:peter.duhamel@dem.ri.gov


From: Paul Chmura
To: Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Support for Proposal #1 - Tautog, Fluke and Sea Bass
Date: Tuesday, February 8, 2022 2:43:33 PM

Hi Peter, 
My name is Paul Chmura and I'm a resident of South Kingstown and a member of the RI
Saltwater Anglers Association (RISAA).  I attended last night's public hearing via Zoom but
was unable to get my comments recorded in the session.  First, thanks for facilitating the
public conversation and consideration of these important proposals last night. Here are my
recommendations: 

I am strongly in favor of proposal #1 for Tautog. 
RI has the best tog fishery on the east coast today.  But as the Striper stocks have
fallen, the pressure on the 'slow growing' Tog has increased dramatically.  It's
critical we take action now to prevent an inevitable crash in the stocks of these
fish. 
The current fishery supports tackle shops, charter boats, RISAA's members, and
recreational fisherman from across the Northeast, so we must take proactive
action now to preserve it!     
Rapidly expanding pressure especially on large trophy Blackfish (mostly female),
coupled with known slow growth, means this fishery needs to be proactively 
protected now, not adjusted after the biomass is dramatically depleted.
This is RI's chance to be proactive and apply the learnings we have had with
previous species...ie. stripers, cod, etal 

I am strongly in favor of proposal #1 for Fluke.
Easing the rules by taking one smaller fluke (16") out of the 6 fluke bag limit will
allow for a 50/50 chance to harvest a male as opposed to 100% mature breeding
female by the time they reach  19".
Shore anglers would be able to have a much better opportunity wherever they fish
form shore to retain at least 1 fluke (not just at special designated areas).
Taking 1 smaller fluke will also reduce the by-catch mortality created by having
to achieve a 19" min with each fish.                  
Achieving some success may encourage anglers to move on to other more
plentiful species (like black sea bass or scup) once a group has boated a few fluke.

I am strongly in favor of proposal #1 for Sea Bass.
Opening Sea Bass June 2nd will allow for shore anglers, surf fisherman, bay
fisherman, kayakers and small boat anglers to access this fishery that up to now
they have been largely excluded from.    
Current rules favor very few RISAA members and RI anglers at large. The current
late start and high late season bag limit is not representative of the vast majority
of RI anglers nor does it benefit them or the tackle shops that support anglers.    
A late start and Nov/Dec high bag limit for one of the best tasting and easily
caught fish that frequent RI state waters simply does not adequately allow equal
access to all and needs to be adjusted accordingly.   .
Opening Sea Bass on June second will also reduce fishing pressure on Fluke and
Stripers (a critical need) and will nicely dovetail with the close of spring Tog
Season.
The sea bass quota should be redistributed as proposed in #1 to reflect a more
equitable distribution and enable equal access for all RI anglers.

mailto:pjchmura1@gmail.com
mailto:peter.duhamel@dem.ri.gov


Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to speak out in favor of proposal #1 for
all three of these species.  Please let me know if you have any questions.
Sincerely, 
Paul Chmura

35B Meadow Tree Farm Road
South Kingstown, RI, 02874
(401) 533-0589



Captain Mark Sherer

Gannet Outdoor Adventures

1059 Frenchtown Road

East Greenwich, RI 02818


February 20, 2022


Mr. Pete Duhamel

3 Ft. Wetherill Rd

Jamestown, RI 02835


Dear Mr Duhamel:


With regard to recreational Black Sea Bass, Fluke, Tautog and Scup, I support 
the Proposals set forth in the RI Charter and Party Boat Association letter dated 
February 15, 2022.


With regard to Commercial General Category Striped Bass, I support the 
Division proposal. In addition, I support changing the floating fish trap rollover 
provision to roll 50% of any remaining floating fish trap allocation on September 
1.


My opinion of the industry proposal to remove the gillnet prohibition on Striped 
Bass is that this would motivate gill net fisherman to target Striped Bass and 
result in more dead discards than we are currently experiencing. There are 
approximately 190 gill net endorsements with 25 active. If the prohibition is 
lifted, some number of the 165 inactive will choose to put nets in the water. 


If the Council, Department and Director ultimately choose to allow this 
prohibition, I propose a sunset clause with an evaluation period before 
continuing in future seasons. I also propose that the daily limit for gillnet should 
be 2 fish. This would deter gillnet fisherman from targeting Striped Bass and 
also deter inactive fisherman from becoming active.


Respectfuly Submitted


Captain Mark Sherer
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