
 
 

CONCISE EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 
 

In accordance with the Administrative Procedures Act, Section §42-35-2.6 of the General Laws 
of Rhode Island, following is a concise explanatory statement for the below identified regulation. 

 

AGENCY:  Department of Environmental Management 
 

DIVISION:  Marine Fisheries 
 

RULE IDENTIFIER:  250-RICR-90-00-3 
 
RULE TITLE:  Finfish 

 

REASONS FOR NOT ACCEPTING ARGUMENTS MADE IN TESTIMONY AND 

COMMENTS:  

 

 Recreational Black Sea Bass Management:  At the time of noticing, a coastwide quota 

reduction of 28% was anticipated for 2022, which resulted in three “Original” proposals; 

since noticing, MAFMC has finalized this reduction @ 20.7%, which resulted in three 

revised “Alternate” proposals intended to match the new reduction requirement.  Public 

comment supported proposals 1 and 2, and then alternate proposals 1 and 2.  Alternate 

proposals 1 (general recreation/private mode) and 2 (party/charter mode) were adopted 

consistent with public comment and the recommendation of the RI Marine Fisheries 

Council. 

 Recreational Summer Flounder Management:  At the time of noticing, two proposals we 

noticed, but were ultimately deemed not viable as the authorized liberalization was 

exceeded.  Alternate proposals were received during the comment period that were also 

determined to not be viable.  As a result, the Divison developed three alternate proposals 

that were technically authorized, and therefore deemed viable, and which were designed 

to reflect the original proposals submitted as close as possible. Alternate proposal 2 was 

adopted consistent with public comment and the recommendation of the RI Marine 

Fisheries Council. 

 Commercial General Category Striped Bass Management:  Two proposals were noticed.  

The majority of comments supported status quo.  Proposal 2 was adopted consistent with 

the recommendation of the RI Marine Fisheries Council. 

 Commercial General Category Striped Bass Management regarding allocation transfer 

from the Floating Fish Traps sector to the General Category sector:  This amendment was 

adopted consistent with public comment and the recommendation of the RI Marine 

Fisheries Council. 

 Commercial General Category Striped Bass Management regarding removal of the gill 

netting prohibition for commercial striped bass harvest:  This amendment was not 

adopted consistent with the majority of public comment received and the 

recommendation of the RI Marine Fisheries Council. 



 
 

 Recreational Tautog Management:  Two proposals were noticed.  A significant number 

of comments were submitted providing support for proposal 1; no comments were 

submitted in support of propsal 2.  The proposed change to establish a new 21-inch 

maximum size limit, with an allowance for one trophy fish greater than 21 inches per 

person per day, was adopted; the proposed changes to amend the late season possesion 

limit from 5 to 4 fish/day was not adopted, consistent with the recommendation fo the RI 

Marine Fisheries Council.   

 Commercial Tautog Management:  Two proposals were noticed.  Most comments 

submited supported status quo.  Status quo (no changes to be adopted) is to be maintained 

consistent with the recommendation of the Divison and RI Marine Fisheries Council.   

 

The Director’s decision is included in the filing and public record as a supporting 

document and provides a full explanation as to the rationale behind the decision.  

 

CHANGE TO TEXT FROM PROPOSED TO FINAL RULE (identify any changes 

between the text of the rule as proposed and the text of the final rule and explain why these 

changes were made to the final text):   

 

 Section 3.9.1(B)&(C):  Seasons and possession limits amended consistent with the 

recommendation of the RI Marine Fisheries Council  

 Section 3.11.2(A)(3):  Proposal 1 not adopted consistent with the recommendation of the 

RI Marine Fisheries Council. 

 Section 3.11.2(A)(4):  This proposed rule was adopted with minor changes.  Replaced 

“shall” with “may”, and added “if such transfer occurs” per the Director’s final decision 

 Section 3.11.2(C):  This proposed rule not adopted consistent with the recommendation 

of the RI Marine Fisheries Council. 

 Section 3.12.1:  Proposal 1 not adopted consistent with the recommendation of the RI 

Marine Fisheries Council.  Possession limit amended consistent with the recommendation 

of the RI Marine Fisheries Council. 

 

The final rule showing all adopted changes to the rule is submitted at time of filing as a 

supporting document.  Any final changes adopted is explained above and in the 

Director’s decision memo which is included as a supporting document at time of filing 

 

REGULATORY ANALYSIS:  In the development of the proposed amendment consideration 
was given to: (1) alternative approaches; (2) overlap or duplication with other statutory and 
regulatory provisions; and (3) significant economic impact on small business. No alternative 

approach, duplication, or overlap was identified based upon available information. 
 


