RHODE ISLAND
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
DIVISION OF MARINE FISHERIES

3 Fort Wetherill Road
Jamestown, Rhode Island 02835

PUBLIC HEARING COMMENTS
A public hearing was held on February 10, 2020 at 6:00 PM, URI Narragansett Bay Campus,
Corless Auditorium, Narragansett, RI. Several (100 +/-) persons were in attendance.
Hearing Officer: J. Lake
DEM Staff: C. Hoefsmit, J. McNamee, J. Lake, J. Livermore, N. Lengyel, C. Parkins, C.
Truesdale, P. Duhamel, Officer J. Peterson, Officer Adam Hill
RIMFC: A. Dangelo, D. Monti, T. Barao, C. Rein, K. Eagan
A video of the hearing was recorded and is available on the Department’s YouTube channel
here.
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

James Higham
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : 2020 Striped Bass Regulations
Tuesday, February 11, 2020 5:11:48 PM

Peter,
I’m Writing you today about the striped bass regulations. I want the most stringent striped bass regulations adopted.
it’s high time that we stopped playing around and kicking the can down the road, we need to save these fish.
I have been fishing striped bass from the old days in the 80s, to the great early 2000s, to the sad state of affairs we
have today. Asmfc should have started saving these fish in at least 2006 and we wouldn’t be here today.
James Higham
23 Jonathan Rd
West Greenwich RI 02817

Sent from my iPhone

2-10-20 Public Hearing comment
Regarding the 1-9 Workshop, my biggest issue is one that I have mentioned in the past - many
recreational anglers are asking for the recreational BSB season to open earlier in 2020. I would like to
see an opening date of 5-29, but I would be OK with an opening on June 1. I think that this is important
even though it will mean that the “bonus season” in the fall needs to be reduced. I also know that the RI
Party & Charter Association will not want significant reductions in the fall fishery, but I feel that it would
be a reasonable compromise to keep the bag at 3 per day as long as necessary in the fall to accomplish
the earlier opening.
Regarding fluke, recreational regs will be a problem for 2020 no matter what is done. Even status quo
means very little ability to catch fluke over 19” by recreational anglers due largely to the increased
commercial pressure driven by increased commercial quotas. I know this is an issue that needs to be
addressed at a higher level such as the ASMFC and the MAMFC and RISAA is working on this issue and
how the new MRIP estimates may be contributing to the problem.
On Bluefish I know that Federal requirements are going to greatly restrict recreational harvest. I guess it
will be 3 fish per person per day and I guess that will be for any size, including snapper blues.
My comment on Tautog is that I would really like to work on regs that level the playing field again so
that private anglers and P/C are fishing the same regs. I get many complaints from RISAA members who
are fishing next to a Charter boat that can take 40 fish while they can only take 10 per boat. One thing
that worries me is that 2019 was such a good year for catching tautog that I suspect catches were much
higher than projected. I am sure this was due to a higher SSB rather than just due to more fishing
pressure, but I hope it doesn’t mean that we are in trouble for high rate of harvest.
Regarding Striped Bass, I am OK with the slot limit and mandatory circle hook provisions that ASMFC
provided. I do not believe that we should have 2 different slots in effect for private anglers versus P/C.
Besides the basic issue that I don’t think it is fair, I also think it would have a negative effect on the fish.
Coastwide if one group is keeping 28”- 34” and another group is keeping 30” to 40” then the entire
population from 28” to 40” is under harvest pressure and this scenario was not evaluated in the
technical committee document to the best of my knowledge.
Regarding Haddock, I didn't hear it brought up last night, however I don't agree with a larger minimum
size for recreational haddock than commercial haddock. Both should be at 16". I have 2 reasons for this:
1 - I understand that Haddock do very poorly when caught and released with very poor survival and; 2 the amount of haddock caught by recreational anglers in RI is very small so there is no reason to
increase the discard mortality by increasing the minimum size.
Thank you,
Rich Hittinger
Recreational Fisherman
Warwick, RI

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

andersonscuba@comcast.net
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Striped bass
Friday, February 14, 2020 10:29:53 AM

Good morning Peter my name is Andy Anderson I’ve been spearfishing and fishing for striped
bass for over 20 years. I would like you to please consider my vote for option #2  1 fish, 32
to40 for all, in the up-and-coming change to regulations.
Thank you,
Andy Anderson

Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Andrew Barber
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : 2020 Slot Limit
Friday, February 21, 2020 5:51:58 PM

Peter, As a mate on a charter boat, almost all of our customers are looking to catch Striped Bass for the amazing
fight, and to take them home to enjoy on a plate. We take pride in upholding all regulations set for us. I am a firm
believer in protecting the juvenile fish, and taking the same care in getting the large breeders back in the water. I am
writing to let you know that I agree with the captains. A slot limit of 30 to 40 inches for charter boats, and 32 to 40
inches for recreational fisherman will help conserve the species, as well as help all charter boat owners maintain a
good profitable business. Please consider option 2 for both species, and business sustainability. Thank you for you
time.
Andrew Barber
First Mate, Reel to Reel Sport Fishing

Dear Commissioner,
My name is Andrew Colucci, a shore-based fisherman from East Greenwich, RI. This past week at the
ASMFC meetings, Rhode Island requested a larger conservation equivalency slot limit for striped bass
than surrounding states NY, CT and MA.
From following the conversation this has opened the door for other stated to continue to lobby for the
right to target larger fish. The stock is in trouble and those of us who spend countless hours on the
water see the problem clearly. There are less fish and smaller fish every year, if we continue at this pace
of killing larger breeders my children will not be able to enjoy catching this amazing fish. There needs to
be further understanding that these fish are worth more alive than dead, and the continued yearly
slaughter of large fish off of Block Island contributes largely to the problem. Please consider keeping
inline with the coast wide slot, while many of us believe this still will not solve the issue at least it is a
start to trying to save what remains of the breeding stock of striped bass. The money spent by in and
out of state folks to come and fish for bass and other fish contributes to the local economy. If the ability
to catch fish continues to decline so with money put into the economy by these anglers.
Please reconsider the 28" to 35" slot limit, it is the right thing to do for the fishery and the economy of
your state.
Respectfully submitted,
Andrew Colucci

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Alexander Falk
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Striped bass
Friday, February 14, 2020 8:23:21 AM

My vote is:
split mode 1 fish, 32 to 40 private/shore and 1 fish, 30 to 40 for-hire
Best,
Alex Falk

AF

From: Bill Barbour <ri5150bb@gmail.com>
Date: February 20, 2020 at 10:48:37 PM EST
To: surfnturf@aol.com

Peter I am not in favor of recent charter boat proposal for increase in slot limit I think RI should follow
mass in slot length and rescind fin clip. It would make enforcement simpler. The fish need help no
special interest grip should be favored

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Erik Kearney-Volpe
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Striper slot limit.
Friday, February 14, 2020 9:18:41 AM

Please, put my vote in for:
1 fish, 32 to 40 for all
Thanks,
Erik

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Claudio
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : R.I.
Friday, February 14, 2020 10:23:41 AM

Hello Peter,
I’m writing in regards to the upcoming striped bass slot limit decision. I would like Rhode Island to adopt the split
regulation- 32-40” slot for private/shore and 30-40” for hire, 1 fish. I believe this to be the best option for both the
health of the fishery and the preservation of the rich fishing culture and history in Rhode Island.
Respectfully,
Thank you,
Claudio

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

GMAIL
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Stripe Bass regulations 2020
Friday, February 14, 2020 7:57:25 AM

Hi Peter,
With the upcoming decision for stripe bass limits looming, I’d like to quickly share my views. First, let me say I am
STRONGLY IN FAVOR of the “1 fish/day, 28-35 inches”. There is no reason to take fish larger than 35” with the
stripe bass population at its current critical numbers. As a local RI resident and avid recreational fisherman and
spearo, the scarcity of fish (mainly stripers) and their declining low numbers is obvious every season. Overfishing
and guys poaching off Block Island and Cape Cod Canal are also adding to the carnage Something needs to change
to allow the large breeders to reproduce and save this species. In my opinion, the fish over 35” are not good for
eating anyway and die mainly for someone’s instagram trophy post. Here’s your chance to get this ecosystem back
on track to make our waters healthy again.
Thanks for reading.
Ben Barney

Please excuse any typing/format errors. Sent from my iPhone.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Dave Hochman
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : STRIPED BASS RULES
Friday, February 14, 2020 8:39:05 AM

Dear Governor- I am a frequent visitor to the shores of Rhode Island to fish for Striped Bass
with friends and family. I practice conservation and release the majority of fish. I would like to
add my opinion to the upcoming decision with regards to changing the rules, think that the
first 2 options are the most favorable measures to ensure the species remains plentiful:
1. split mode 1 fish, 32 to 40 private/shore and 1 fish, 30 to 40 for-hire
2. 1 fish, 32 to40 for all
Thank you, David Hochman
Monmouth Beach, NJ

Dear Commissioners,
My name is David A Collins, a shore based fisherman from North Stonington CT on the
Rhode Island border. This past week at the ASMFC meetings, Rhode Island requested
a larger conservation equivalency slot limit for striped bass than surrounding states NY,
CT and MA. This request opened up a pandoras box of other states along the coast
seeking the same limits. It was my understanding that prior to the meetings, CT, RI and
NY had made an agreement to request a 28" to 35" slot limit, therefore standardizing
regulations in the Northeast and also ending any confusion about the Limits in the
heavily fished Block Island area. I would that committee would reconsider the larger slot
limit.
The results of this decision not only affect recreational and commercial fishermen but
they also affect the tourist industry. As an example, I have been renting a house on
Block Island for the past thirteen years for an annual surfcasting trip. Each year the
amount and length of striped bass becomes smaller. The fishery is getting to the point
of no return and by allowing more relaxed regulations, you may have fishermen who
spend thousands of dollars in your state annually decide not to come back, myself
included.
Please reconsider the 28" to 35" slot limit, it is the right thing to do for the fishery and
the economy of your state.
Respectfully submitted,
Dave Collins

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Eric D Fitzhugh
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] :
Friday, February 14, 2020 9:27:33 AM

Hello Peter,
I’m writing in regards to the upcoming striped bass slot limit decision. I would like Rhode
Island to adopt the split regulation- 32-40” slot for private/shore and 30-40” for hire, 1 fish. I
believe this to be the best option for both the health of the fishery and the preservation of the
rich fishing culture and history in Rhode Island.
Respectfully,
Eric Fitzhugh

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Brandon DiCicco
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Stripped Bass Slot
Saturday, February 15, 2020 8:00:58 AM

Hello Peter,
I’m writing in regards to the upcoming striped bass slot limit decision. I would like Rhode Island to adopt the split
regulation- 32-40” slot for private/shore and 30-40” for hire, 1 fish. I believe this to be the best option for both the
health of the fishery and the preservation of the rich fishing culture and history in Rhode Island.
Respectfully,
Brandon DiCicco

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ben Gadomski
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Re: [EXTERNAL] : Striped Bass Rule
Friday, February 14, 2020 3:09:16 PM

Sure I apologize. The option was 28-35” slot for stripers.
> On Feb 14, 2020, at 2:48 PM, Duhamel, Peter (DEM) <peter.duhamel@dem.ri.gov> wrote:
>

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Eugene Spring
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : striped bass new regulation
Thursday, February 13, 2020 7:12:07 PM

Is this the same Peter I dealt with for years in the owts section?
As you may remember or not I have been a shore bass fisher man for my last 45 years. I was
on the RISAA committee for years and still active in the Rhode Island Mobile Sportfishermen
Club; (27 year member) and the Narragansett Surfcaster club since inception several years
ago and prior to that the Narragansett Pier fishing club.
My opinion based on 45 years fishing for bass, as my hobby and experience, I have noticed
the decline for at least the last 8 years. I would conclude that we should be in lockstep with
the other NE States; (28" to 35',one fish per day for recreational fishermen). I also think the
commercial sector should also be included in that sector so we can develop the stocks.
Respectfully submitted,
Eugene Spring, PE
RIPE # 3166
DEM # 3026

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

James Gagnon
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Rhode Island striped bass
Friday, February 14, 2020 7:03:50 PM

Hello Peter,
I’m writing in regards to the upcoming striped bass slot limit decision. I would like Rhode Island to adopt the split
regulation- 32-40” slot for private/shore and 30-40” for hire, 1 fish. I believe this to be the best option for both the
health of the fishery and the preservation of the rich fishing culture and history in Rhode Island.
Sincerely,
Janes Gagnon
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Figliuolo, Joseph
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Proposed Striper regulations
Thursday, February 13, 2020 8:49:14 AM

Dear Mr. Duhamel,
I am a long time striper fisherman. I have seen the stocks in RI rise and fall, and the current state of
the fishery is dismal at best. I have been a resident of, and fished RI since 2001. I initially began as a
surf fisherman, then as my resources allowed have moved to boat. It’s a sad testament to the
fishery that since 2005, I have caught fewer fish every year with equal or more outings. Further, the
last 5 years I have fished from a boat, and with the exception of Block Island, my outings in RI (1-2
per week) have produced less fish then when I began fishing. Outside of Block Island is a baron
wasteland with regards to striped bass.
I have many concerns, among them are:
1. Rampant poaching with little to no significant enforcement. I have called DEM multiple
times with no one ever showing up within an hour or two.
2. Violations of the EEZ on SW ledge by recreational, commercial and for-hire vessels
(again little to no enforcement).
3. Catering to the for-hire community, where many for-hire vessels ALSO sell bass
commercially and can run 2 trips a day killing many large fish for a “trophy” for their
clients which significantly hurts the breeding population.
I’m not sure what can be done to help the fishery at this point, but continuing on our current
trajectory is a plan for failure. Of the three current proposals for RI I strongly support the option of 1
fish 28-35”. Doing anything else is irresponsible at best. Any option that lets for-hire vessels keep
more breeding fish would be a travesty and can only be seen as pandering to special interest
groups. As I’m sure you are well aware, if fisherman are allowed to take bigger fish in RI, the last biomass of quality breeding fish that reside at block island will be wiped out. That cannot be allowed to
happen if you truly care about the striped bass.

Thank you,
Joseph Figliuolo
49 Ferncrest Drive
Cumberland RI

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Brennan Lincoln
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Upcoming striped bass regulations
Friday, February 14, 2020 8:45:12 AM

Good morning,
I am writing to have my voice heard for the upcoming vote on striped bass regulations. I pay
to be on a number of charters each year in order to spearfish for striped bass in Rhode Island.
Please vote for option 2: 32" to 40" for all. Limiting the size of striped bass to just 35" would
have an immediate negative effect on those of us supporting the industry with our dollars.
Thank you,
Brennan
-P. Brennan Lincoln
781-490-2229

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

3. 1 fish, 28 to 35

James Humes
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Striper
Tuesday, February 18, 2020 12:52:47 AM

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

James Ells
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Option 2
Friday, February 14, 2020 8:56:49 AM

Hi Peter,
32-40 inches slot please. When the bite is on, it is hard to catch anything smaller than
40inches at Block Island.
Won’t this affect the charter business in a major way? Don’t ppl just come from CT and Ny
and do what they want since the rules are based on there home port?
- James
--

James Ells | Head of Enterprise Sales
  jamese@attentivemobile.com | 203-804-8593
  www.attentivemobile.com [attentivemobile.com]
In The News: Glossy [glossy.co], Internet Retailer [digitalcommerce360.com], TechCrunch [techcrunch.com],
MediaPost [mediapost.com], AdExchanger [adexchanger.com]

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Jake Kunken
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Rhode Island Stripped Bass 2020 Regulations
Friday, February 14, 2020 10:03:42 AM

Dear Mr. Duhamel,
As an avid spear fisherman and waterman of the NE Atlantic I'd strongly recommend one of
the two following options for the up coming fishing season.  
1.  split mode 1 fish, 32 to 40 private/shore and 1 fish, 30 to 40 for-hire
2.  1 fish, 32 to40 for all
We all truly appreciate your commitment to the people and our fisheries.
-Best,
Jake Kunken
Personal Website [jakekunken.com]
JK's LinkedIn

[linkedin.com]

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

John Carpenter
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Rick Bellavance
[EXTERNAL] : Stripped base regs
Thursday, February 20, 2020 1:02:55 PM

Peter,
My name is Capt Jack Carpenter and I run the charter boat Jackhammer. I have listened to the
argument for either option as for the recreational and Charter boats. Even though I live with
the restrictions and requirements that we have in place for the Charter boat industry. To which
we follow and help you with the decisions you make, I hope you would consider my thoughts.
When listening to the recreational guys with no regulations as to report or accountability it
makes me wonder as to how they could speak for or against any option here. As a part time
Charter boat looking to go full time this year, I understand the importance of replenishing the
stock. Even though limiting our catch has been making it tougher every year for us. We are
still willing to work with all involved to accomplish the goals.
After carefully reviewing the options for recreational management of Striped Bass in the
“Summary of Proposed Rule” as presented at the February 10th public hearing and
recognizing the importance of Striped Bass to the long-term sustainability of my business, I
recommend Noticed Option 2 (ASMFC Rhode Island CE Option C proposal):
Option 1 - Private/Shore 32” - < 40” Jan 1 - Dec 31 1 fish/person/day
Option 2 - For-Hire 30” - < 40” Jan 1 - Dec 31 1 fish/person/day
I feel the best option that will give you the results you are looking for is Option 2

CAPT JACK CARPENTER
SCRANTON MOTORS / SCRANTON CHEVROLET of NORWICH
CAPTJACKHAMMER2@GMAIL.COM
401-744-2804 (CELL)
860-872-9145 X 164 (OFFICE)
860-889-3333 X 115 (OFFICE)

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ian West
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : 2020 Striped Bass Limits
Saturday, February 15, 2020 1:21:14 PM

1 fish, 32 to 40 for all

Mr. McNamee,
I am writing to support Rhode Island concurring with Connecticut and New York for a 28-35” slot length
for striped bass. Please include my comment if possible.
Thank you,
George Baldwin

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Bart Wagner
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Recent Striped Bass Charter Proposal
Monday, February 24, 2020 11:11:09 AM

Good morning Peter. I am a long-standing commercial and recreational saltwater fisherman. I
am opposed to the recent proposal to increase the slot limit for charter boats.
Standard/consistent slot limits will make enforcement much simplementation and provide the
needed relief to the biomass. I don't think special considerations for charter boats are
appropriate since the fishermen on board are recreational anglers. Thank you.
Bart Wagner

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Charlie Nutting
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : RI Striped Bass regulations
Friday, February 14, 2020 9:30:16 AM

Hi Peter,
I'm writing you for your support in advocating the alternate means of striped bass take
reduction currently on the table.
Option 1 (32-40" private/shore and 30-40" for hire) will help minimize catch & release
mortality for those who will continue catching (and often unintentionally killing) bigger bass
until they find one in the smaller 28-35" slot that is currently the default.
I also fully support more stringent means of take in future years, e.g. use of only circle hooks.
Thanks for your consideration & support
Charlie Nutting

1655 North Ave.
Stratford, CT 06615

Peter Duhamel
Department of Environmental Management
3 Fort Wetherill Road
Jamestown, RI 02835

February 22, 2020

RE: 2020 Recreational Striped Bass Management
Dear Mr. Duhamel,
Please consider the following comments relative to the 2020 management of recreational striped
bass. I am the owner and operator of Fish On! Charters LLC located in Westerly Rhode Island, but I
reside in Connecticut because I choose to provide my clients with the finest fishing that Rhode Island
offers. Most of my clients chose to fish for Striped Bass on their fishing charter. The decisions made
by the RI Department of Environmental Management have the potential to both positively and
negatively impact my business.
After carefully reviewing the options for recreational management of Striped Bass in the “Summary
of Proposed Rule” as presented at the February 10th public hearing and recognizing the importance of
Striped Bass to the long-term sustainability of my business,
I recommend:
Noticed Option 2 (ASMFC Rhode Island CE Option C proposal):
Private/Shore 32” - < 40” Jan 1 - Dec 31 1 fish/person/day
For-Hire 30” - < 40” Jan 1 - Dec 31 1 fish/person/day
This is the most clear conservation minded proposal as it exceeds the 18% reduction. According to
analysis conducted by RI DMF staff, if RI selects Noticed Option 2, fewer Striped Bass will be killed
at a time when it is recognized that rebuilding is necessary. If RI chooses the ASMFC Addendum VI
Option (28” – 35”) more Striped Bass will be killed by Rhode Island recreational fishers. RI has a
strong history of conservative fisheries management and Noticed Option 2 will continue that
overarching policy.
I think it is important to understand the impacts that a 35-inch maximum size will have on my
business. As a condition of my State of RI Charter/Party permit, I am required to collect and submit
catch and effort data at the trip level electronically, and I must submit that report within 48 hours of
landing. This information, as well as data compiled by RIDEM staff from other sources, clearly show
a 35” maximum size impacts the charter/party fleet much more than the private/shore modes.
Upwards of a 30-40% reduction. This reflects the fact that we operate our business differently.
Searching out keeper fish for our clients, catching them, and them moving onto other species is the
model we follow. A maximum size of 40 inches will allow me to operate more efficiently, while still
protecting the largest of the big female fish for their spawning potential. The small amount of private

and shore fishers that do take a fish home, will also benefit from a larger maximum size and a wider
overall slot size. This is a win-win for the fish and the fishermen.
I believe RI has only one choice for 2020 Striped Bass management. Noticed Option 2 conserves the
Striped Bass resource the most and gives the recreational fishery the flexibility needed to offer the
best fishing experience for the most recreational fishers. This option will also allow the reduction to
have a greater effect on the population to rebuild the stock so we can go back to keeping striped bass
with a minimum of 28”.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment and for your consideration of those comments on this
important issue.
Respectfully Submitted,
Capt. Thomas Logan
Fish On! Charters LLC
1655 North Ave Stratford, CT 06614
203-378-0828

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Eric Faust
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Upcoming Striped Bass Regulation Changes
Friday, February 14, 2020 11:08:28 AM

Peter I just wanted to write you a quick note to weigh in on the upcoming Striped Bass regulation
changes.
I believe that the best balance between protecting the fishers and keeping us Angles happy
would be a split mode 1 fish, 32 to 40 private/shore and 1 fish, 30 to 40 for-hire.
Best Regards,
Carl Faust

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Gil Bell
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Coit, Janet (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : APRIL 1 RI STRIPED BASS REGULATIONS
Thursday, February 13, 2020 4:10:38 PM

HI PETER,
I APOLOGIZE FOR ANOTHER SURFCASTER INPUT.
OCEAN STATE IS IN A POSITION TO SET AN EXAMPLE FOR THE ENTIRE
ATLANTIC SEACOAST.
RECREATIONAL/ COMMERCIAL
one(1) striped bass thirty six (36’’) minimum length. Three (3’) feet easy to remember.
one (1) striped bass per/angler/day
Gil Bell
Weekapaug SurfCasters
IGFA Member
RISAA Member
Charlestown
gannetgil@cox.net
315.2529

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

John Rainone
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : 2020 Recreational Striped Bass Management
Wednesday, February 12, 2020 3:19:21 PM

RE: 2020 Recreational Striped Bass Management
Dear Mr. Duhamel,
I would like to submit the following comments regarding the 2020 management of
recreational striped bass. I am a member and past President of the RI Party and
Charter Boat Association. These comments pertain to my business, charter boat L'il
Toot and the charter boat industry in RI.
After carefully reviewing the options for recreational management of Striped Bass in
the “Summary of Proposed Rule” and recognizing the importance of Striped Bass to
our businesses and our clients, I recommend Noticed Option 2 (ASMFC Rhode
Island CE Option C proposal):
Private/Shore 32” - < 40” Jan 1 - Dec 31 1
fish/person/day For-Hire 30” - < 40” Jan 1 - Dec 31 1
fish/person/day
The most clear and compelling reason for selecting Noticed Option 2 is the added
conservation benefit that will be gained by choosing this option. The ASMFC
Addendum VI measure (28’–35”) will not meet the 18% reduction at the RI state level
that is required by the Addendum whereas Noticed Option 2 exceeds the 18%
reduction at the RI state level. Furthermore, given that many states have chosen to
adopt the ASMFC VI measure (28’-35’), Notice Option 2 will only add to the
conservation realized on a coastwide basis. According to analysis by RI DMF staff, if
RI selects Noticed Option 2, fewer Striped Bass will be killed at a time when it is
recognized that rebuilding is necessary. ASMFC Addendum VI Option (28” – 35”) will
result in more Striped Bass mortality for Rhode Island.
The Rhode Island For-Hire fleet operates differently than the Private and Shore fleets.
As presented during the January 13th 2020 workshop, RI’s For-Hire fleet does not
discard many Striped Bass. In 2018 and 2019, the For-Hire fleet did not register on
the table characterizing “Number Released”. We fish for our limit and then switch
over to other species of fish to catch. Many rec. fishermen and commercial fishermen
utilize catch and release fishing. If not released properly or if fished on light tackle till
the fish is exhausted only results in a dead fish once it is released. This is a big

problem that the rec fishermen argue about, but is proven. The Private and Shore
fleets release 85-90 percent of their catch. Noticed Option 2 will have little if any
impact to the Private and Shore fleets, while allowing the For-Hire fleet to operate
more efficiently and with the least amount of dead discarded fish. Commercial
fishermen do the same thing while trying to catch the biggest fish possible for $$ and
release the others. When the bite is on they do not have the time to properly release
the fish, so they just toss them overboard and continue fishing....We see the results of
this while we are fishing and there are many striped bass floating on top of the water.
Many of these fish are keepers but are discarded to catch bigger more valuable fish.
This is something that should be addressed because it is a big problem.....It is like
playing with their fish, not just targeting their limit and stopping the bass fishing.
During the February 10th 2020 public hearing, we heard some comments looking to
maintain regional consistency with our neighboring states who have decided to chose
the ASMFC Addendum VI measure (28’-35’). Conservation Equivalency (CE) was
included in the Striped Bass FMP to recognize that coastal states can have different
needs and objectives for their recreational fisheries. CE is a tool that allows each
state to formulate what works best for their recreational fishery, while maintaining the
conservation objectives of each management adjustment. In this case, RI’s CE
proposal was reviewed by the Striped Bass Technical Committee and approved, not
once....but 2 times by the Striped Bass Management Board. Clearly a majority of the
coastal states agreed that RI’s CE proposal was a viable option to the ASMFC
Addendum VI measures. Each of our neighboring states had an opportunity to submit
and receive approval of CE proposals and there was a regional proposal, one that RI
supported but our neighbors rejected, which would have maintained consistency
within RI, CT, and NY. We do not believe that RI’s recreational fishery should kill
more Striped Bass just so we can have the same measures that our neighbors
choose to select for their recreational fisheries.
I believe RI has only one choice for 2020 Striped Bass management. Option 2
conserves the Striped Bass resource the most and gives the recreational fishery the
flexibility needed to offer the best fishing experience for the most recreational fishers.
RI’s For-Hire fleet has been in decline since 2015, when the measures of ADD IV
were put in place. Noticed Option 2 will provide some stability for our fleet, have little
impact to the Private and Shore fleets who mostly release fish anyway, and provide
additional conservation, both at the state level and coastwide, for the Striped Bass
stock. Rarely is there a management action that combines more conservation with
increased social/economic benefit.
One thing it is always forgotten or just looked over is that we are viable business's to
RI economic plan. We bring in millions of dollars that trickle down to the Hotels,
Restaurants, Liquor Stores, Gas Stations etc. Every trip that I do I have to submit a

electronic report to the State and the NMFS with detailed info on what I caught, kept,
and released, as well as sizes and where I was fishing and the time of the trips. I also
have been involved as others in the charter boat fleet with research on fisheries,
Striped Bass, Sea Bass, Bluefish etc. We have to separated and treated just as the
commercial fishermen. They are a RI business and so are we. Rec fishermen can go
fishing every day if they choose. Nobody is stopping them from all the fish that can
catch, but yet they want to treat the clients that fish on our boats as equal rec.
fishermen....They are not. They pay a fee to go fishing on our vessels and for some
that means that they only get to go fishing once a year. They should be allowed to
take home enough fish to make the whole trip worthwhile.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this important issue.
Capt. John Rainone
-L'il Toot Charters Inc.
35 Ocean View Dr.
Narragansett RI 02882
401-497-6683
www.LilTootCharter.com [liltootcharter.com]
www.facebook.com/pages/Lil-Toot-Charters/268318656187 [facebook.com]

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

jps0886@gmail.com
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : FW: Striped Bass - next week"s meeting
Tuesday, February 11, 2020 6:19:20 PM

Dear Mr. Duhamel,
Below is a copy of the email I had sent the ASMFCs regarding the latest round of meetings to discuss
the striped bass size regulations. Although I was not in favor of a slot, I prefer 1 @ 35” which worked
in the 80s, I am asking you to consider adopting the 1 @ 28” to 34.99” slot so it is consistent with the
other states. Since striped bass are migratory, I believe a common size requirement is needed to
have the desired affect of increasing the biomass. Many agree the CE is a crap shoot and we should
be erring on the side of caution. After all, not doing so has landed us here yet again. Please help.
Thanks,
James Sabatelli

From: jps0886@gmail.com <jps0886@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, February 1, 2020 4:13 PM
To: James.Gilmore@dec.ny.gov; ech12@cornell.edu; kaminsky@nysenate.gov;
FVHATTIEROSE@aol.com; David.Miramant@legislature.maine.gov; Cheri.Patterson@wildlife.nh.gov;
r-dwhite@comcast.net; dhw@cisunix.unh.edu; Dan.mckiernan@state.ma.us;
ray@capecodfishermen.org; Sarah.Peake@mahouse.gov; jason.mcnamee@dem.ri.gov;
ray@capecodfishermen.org; Sarah.Peake@mahouse.gov; jason.mcnamee@dem.ri.gov;
lizzy.2@charter.net; sen-sosnowski@rilin.state.ri.us; justin.davis@ct.gov; William.a.hyatt@snet.net;
Craig.miner@cga.ct.gov; joseph.cimino@dep.nj.gov; tfote@jcaa.org; AsmHoughtaling@njleg.org;
tischaeffe@pa.gov; senseofwonder@pa.net; david.saveikis@state.de.us;
fishmaster70@comcast.net; william.carson@state.de.us; bill.anderson@maryland.gov;
mjdize@verizon.net; mbrassil@house.state.md.us; steve.bowman@mrc.virginia.gov;
bplumlee@pbp-attorneys.com; District01@senate.virginia.gov; Steve.Murphey@ncdenr.gov;
Steinburgla@ncleg.net; jmannen@yfmlaw.com; boylesr@dnr.sc.gov; rhodesmm@musc.edu;
RonnieCromer@scsenate.gov; Doug.Haymans@dnr.ga.gov; Trey.Rhodes@house.ga.gov;
jessica.mccawley@myfwc.com; BillOrndorf@yahoo.com; Thad.Altman@myfloridahouse.gov
Cc: cabbatielloauto@gmail.com; 'Gene Ander' <GeneAnder@optimum.net>; 'Irene Sabatelli'
<telli1948@aol.com>
Subject: Striped Bass - next week's meeting
Dear Commissioners,
I have been contacting members of this commission for several years now trying to reverse the
decline of the striped bass fishery that I found so obvious but unfortunately we continue to dismiss
what some have been saying for years. Instead the fishery managers continue to cater to a very
small subset of the total user group which to be honest, I have no idea why. No one came to my
aide when I was laid off from my job of nearly 8 years from Estee Lauder as a Benefits Analyst.

Additionally, it is my understanding a lot of these for hire fishermen are retired police, firemen, etc.,
whose pensions are far more than my annual salary and I have three degrees, one of which is a
Master’s Degree from MSU. The point being, most of this subset is already in better financial shape
than most. I strongly believe this fishery should be managed for abundance and not for the most
amount of fish we can kill. The more striped bass that are around, the more the recreational, forhire and commercial anglers alike will benefit. This catch and kill mindset is an old business model
that is not sustainable. There are too many of us and not enough fish.
Like I have in the past, I am addressing this plea to all the stakeholders since striped bass are
migratory and what one states does can affect the amount of fish available. Therefore, I urge you
conclude this years striped bass management plan with meaningful regulations. Please include
payback provisions for those that fail to meet the required 18% reduction and to ensure these
various conservancy equivalences, which I oppose, meet the agreed upon reduction. If I remember
correctly, the consensus was to take the required steps to reverse the downward trend that has
gone since 2007 or so. Please help.
Thank you for your time.
James Sabatelli

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Jay Sawczak
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : RI Striped Bass Regulations
Friday, February 14, 2020 9:28:45 AM

Peter,
I hope this email finds you well. In light of the new proposed saltwater and striped bass
regulations it is my understanding that there is an option for 1 fish size 32 to 40 for all. This is
my preferred option as 1) it's simple and fair and 2) it allows fish up to 40. Thank you.
Jay

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

jonathan stevens
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Stripped Bass regulations
Friday, February 14, 2020 9:19:18 AM

Hello Peter,
I’m writing in regards to the upcoming striped bass slot limit decision. I would like Rhode Island to adopt the split
regulation- 32-40” slot for private/shore and 30-40” for hire, 1 fish. I believe this to be the best option for both the
health of the fishery and the preservation of the rich fishing culture and history in Rhode Island.
Respectfully,
Jon Stevens

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Jeff Watson
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : RI striper slot size
Monday, February 17, 2020 9:43:01 AM

Hi Peter,
I am a Canadian that with several others, choose to spend my vacation time and tourist dollars
in RI, multiple times a year.
We drive 10-hrs, because of the fishery.
I’m writing in regards to the upcoming striped bass slot limit decision. I would like Rhode
Island to adopt the split regulation- 32-40” slot for private/shore and 30-40” for hire, 1 fish. I
believe this to be the best option for both the health of the fishery and the preservation of the
rich fishing culture and history in Rhode Island.
Respectfully,
Jeff Watson
Canada.
-Sent from my Android phone with mail.com [mail.com] Mail. Please excuse my brevity.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Kirsten Allen
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Striped Bass 2020 regulations
Friday, February 14, 2020 8:11:23 AM

Good morning Peter,
I'd like to state my opinion for the 2020 bass regs. It should go to 1 fish, 32-40 for all.  
Thanks,
Kirsten Allen

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Gion, Kyle
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : RI Striped Bass Slot Limit
Sunday, February 16, 2020 6:39:44 PM

Hello Mr. Duhamel,
I am writing in regard to the 2020 striped bass slot limit for Rhode Island. As a
spearfishermen, I would like for Rhode Island to adopt the proposed option for 1 fish/day with
a slot limit of 32-40". I believe that this option provides the best opportunity to maintain a
healthy striped bass population while ensuring that fishermen and spearfishermen are able to
sustainably harvest this prized fish.
At the same time I am disappointed to hear that no changes were proposed for the commercial
striped bass limit. I urge you to bring forward commercial regulations similar to the proposed
recreational limit, otherwise any conservation afforded by the recreational changes will be
undone by the annual commercial harvest.
Thank you for your consideration,
Kyle Gion

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

William Sheets
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : New Striper Regulations
Friday, February 14, 2020 10:47:55 AM

Hello Peter,
I’m writing in regards to the upcoming striped bass slot limit decision. I would like Rhode
Island to adopt the split regulation- 32-40” slot for private/shore and 30-40” for hire, 1 fish. I
believe this to be the best option for both the health of the fishery and the preservation of the
rich fishing culture and history in Rhode Island.
Respectfully,
Kevin Sheets
-Sent from Gmail Mobile

February 13, 2020
Peter Duhamel
Department of Environmental Management
3 Fort Wetherill Road
Jamestown, RI 02835
RE: 2020 Recreational Striped Bass Management
Dear Mr. Duhamel,
I appreciate the opportunity to submit the following comments regarding the
2020 management of recreational striped bass.
After carefully reviewing the options for recreational management of Striped
Bass in the “Summary of Proposed Rule” I join Captain Rick Bellevance and
our RI Party and Charter Boat Association in supporting Noticed Option 2
(ASMFC Rhode Island CE Option C proposal):
Private/Shore 32” - < 40” Jan 1 - Dec 31 1 fish/person/day For-Hire 30” < 40” Jan 1 - Dec 31 1 fish/person/day
As a full-time captain and charter business owner for nearly three decades, I
can say that the striped bass fishery is of utmost important to my customers,
and, therefore, my business. However, as Captain Bellevance pointed out, the
most clear and compelling reason for selecting Noticed Option 2 is the added
conservation benefit that will be gained by choosing this option.
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The ASMFC Addendum VI measure (28’–35”) will not meet the 18%
reduction at the RI state level that is required by the Addendum. However,
Noticed Option 2 exceeds the 18% reduction at the RI state level.
Furthermore, given that many states have chosen to adopt the ASMFC VI
measure (28’-35’), Notice Option 2 will only add to the conservation realized
on a coast-wide basis.
According to analysis by RI DMF staff, if RI selects Noticed Option 2, fewer
Striped Bass will be killed at a time when it is recognized that rebuilding is
necessary. Alternatively, ASMFC Addendum VI Option (28” – 35”) will
result in more Striped Bass mortality for Rhode Island.
It is very important to acknowledge that the Rhode Island For-Hire fleet
operates VERY differently than the Private and Shore fleets. As illustrated
during the January 2020 workshop, and evidenced by the fact that, in 2018
and 2019, the For-Hire fleet did not even discard enough fish to register on the
table characterizing “Number Released”, RI’s For-Hire fleet does not discard
Striped Bass in any significant numbers. As we say, “we eat what we hunt,”
and do not waste fish. Furthermore, we know how to properly treat undersized
fish, so we greatly minimize the impact on their mortality.
It is a fact that the majority of charter boats catch their Striped Bass limit then
move on to catch another species. In stark contrast, the Private and Shore
fleets release 85-90 percent of their catch. It has been well documented that
catch and release is the main source of Striped Bass mortality. Noticed Option
2 will have little if any impact to the Private and Shore fleets, while allowing
the For-Hire fleet to operate more efficiently and with the least amount of
dead discarded fish.
Noticed Option 2 increases the minimum size to 32” and 30” for the Private/
Shore and For Hire fleets respectively, which will offer added protection to the
strong 2015 and 2016 year classes that the proposed ASMFC Addendum VI
measures will not. The cap of 40” on the maximum size will protect the larger
spawning female fish, and help to restore the Female SSB to target levels in
the future.
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As Captain Bellevance stated, a majority of the coastal states agreed that RI’s
CE proposal was a viable option to the ASMFC Addendum VI measures. Each
of our neighboring states had an opportunity to submit and receive approval of
CE proposals and there was a regional proposal which would have maintained
consistency within RI, CT, and NY, but but our neighboring states rejected it.
Nevertheless, we do not believe that RI’s recreational fishery should kill more
Striped Bass, just so we can match the measures that our neighbors choose for
their recreational fisheries.
I strongly believe that Noticed Option 2 is the only viable option, as it best
conserves the Striped Bass resource, and provides the recreational fishery with
the flexibility it needs to offer the best fishing experience for the most
recreational anglers.
It is important to remember that RI’s For-Hire fleet has been in decline since
2015, when the measures of ADD IV were put in place. Noticed Option 2 will
provide a measure of stability for our fleet and will have negligible impact on
the Private and Shore fleets who contribute to mortality rates with catch and
release fishing. Noticed Option 2 will also provide additional conservation
for Striped Bass stock, both at the state level and coast-wide.
My customers come from all over the United States, with some even coming
from as far as Europe to fish in Rhode Island waters. The Charter Fleet’s
customers not only bring money into the fleet, they stay in our hotels, eat in
our restaurants, and patronize our retailers. We have also contributed to
fisheries research for decades, providing real time critical data, each and every
trip.
Option 2 presents rare opportunity to enact a management action that has the
potential to improve conservation while increasing scientific, economic and
recreational benefits.
Respectfully Submitted,
Captain Kelly Smith
C-Devil II Sportfishing, Inc., Point Judith, RI
401-374-1439 | captainkelly@cdevilsportfishing.com
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Kurt Stavdal
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Stripe Bass Limit Options
Friday, February 14, 2020 8:46:35 AM

Hey Peter,
I am a recreational spear-fisherman who dives the waters of Rhode Island often. I would like
to vote for option 1, split mode 1 fish 32-40 private/shore, 30-40 for hire.
Sincerely,
Kurt Stavdal

Hello Pete,
I’m writing in regards to the upcoming striped bass slot limit decision. I would like Rhode
Island to adopt the split regulation- 32-40” slot for private/shore and 30-40” for hire, 1
fish. I believe this to be the best option for both the health of the fishery and the
preservation of the rich fishing culture and history in Rhode Island.
Respectfully,
Luke Blessington

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Mitchell Evelkin
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Upcoming striped bass regulations
Saturday, February 15, 2020 8:42:08 AM

Hi Peter, please consider making the slot limit 1 fish 32"-40" for all.
I believe this to be the most appropriate choice.
Mitchell

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

rtga21
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Stripped Bass Regulation
Friday, February 14, 2020 8:56:52 AM

1.  split mode 1 fish, 32 to 40 private/shore and 1 fish, 30 to 40 for-hire
In reality there should be no limit for spearfishing. We are highly selective in the fish we
choose to take. Thank you, Matthew Kuroski.
Sent via the Samsung Galaxy S8 Active, an AT&T 5G Evolution capable smartphone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Mejdi Maamer
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Striped Bass Regulation
Friday, February 14, 2020 8:43:07 AM

Hi Peter,
I’m writing in regards to the striped bass slot limit decision. I vote for the split regulation- 32-40” slot for
private/shore and 30-40” for hire, 1 fish. I believe this is the best option to preserve the specify.
Thank you

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Matty Pasta
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Striped Bass Reg. Vote
Sunday, February 16, 2020 2:17:13 PM

Good Morning, afternoon or evening!
I believe the split mode of 1 fish at 32”-40” private or shore fishing and 1 fish 30”-40”
for hire is not only conservative but enjoyable for everybody. My thought have always been
with striped bass that if fisherman or customers only get to keep one, let it be of a bigger
size. I wish waters up and down the north east past of the Atlantic and am very successful
at striped bass targeting (if I may say so) I haven’t seen an issue with the population while
working these waters. Hopefully fishing can resume in a way that doesn’t have to lose its
desire with this incredible fish and those who fish to fill their freezer or feed their families
with healthy wild caught protein on their own time can do so efficiently and respectfully.
Thanks for your time!
I hope this works out well for all of us.
Sincerely, Captain Matthew Mangiaracina.

-“‘Musician For Hire!”

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Mike Mcelroy
Duhamel, Peter (DEM); Lengyel, Nicole (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : rec stripers
Tuesday, February 18, 2020 8:19:14 AM

Gooding morning Peter & Nicole
Mike again . now I feel about the striper & Ri
I,m voting for   28 - 35” limit .
    One for the fish will have a little longer life & we will be in sinc with the rest of the East coast
   If we go the charter boars associations option . this state will be some laughted at the fishing
community .   never mind , every fisherman that ones larger to eat.
Can you see the B/I        when every charter boat from the east coast will be there & any fisherman
that just wants to kill .
We were talking & Joe Macri     said the floaters out at BI its horrible . between throwbacks , culling
the fish & srewups it A/H,s & enforcement can,t do their jobs now can you see it that way .
Please I request we go the ONLY way 28-35 ……IMO close the whole coast before we open to RI just
for the sake of a real chosen fee .
DO they really think we are foolish enough to believe . they arn,t selling fish .the license they have
if legal , but the when & who catches them has a lot to be desired. Hand near /out of sight] and see
who comes in with fish .,
If we chose to drops times .if enforcement chose to do their jobs . the water would be a better place
Thankyou . I get passionate when it comes to abuse of all our nature
Mike McElroy
.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Charlie Gregory
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : RI striped bass regs
Wednesday, February 12, 2020 8:35:34 PM

mr. Duhamel;
I want to to express my support of a slot limit of 28-35”.   In terms of enforcement all states having the same
regulations is obviously preferable. Additionally if our for hire sector is allowed more or bigger fish is a bad idea.
First from the stand point of fairness. Secondly more big fish will be harvested instead of being left to go to the
Hudson, Delaware or most likely the Chesapeake to spawn generations of bass. Third should the RI for hires be
allowed to take fish over 35” then other states will insist that their for hires be allowed to take larger bass so the will
not be at a disadvantage.   Thus more big bass will not get to spawn. New Jersey and Maryland will continue to be
problematic. However they will never go along with real conservation measures if the other states do not show a
united front. Please support a slot limit of 28”-35” for striped bass in Rhode Island.   
Thanks for your time. Charles Gregory, Little Compton, RI
Sent from my iPad

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Colin Hillberg
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : striped bass vote
Friday, February 14, 2020 1:56:15 PM

Hello Mr DuhamelI vote for option 2 (1 fish, 32” to 40” for all).
thank you, Colin Hillberg (cell: 415 317 1798)

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

James Broderick
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : RI Slot Limit
Friday, February 14, 2020 11:12:05 AM

Good morning Peter,

This message is in regard to the slot limit proposals for RI. I am in favor of option #2 for one fish for all 32-40”.
Thank you for your consideration in this matter.
Jim Broderick

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Greg Schipf
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Bass regulations option 2
Friday, February 14, 2020 8:10:33 AM

Option 2
2.  1 fish, 32 to 40 for all

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Phorgetaboutit .
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] :
Friday, February 14, 2020 9:48:23 AM

Hello Peter,
I’m writing in regards to the upcoming striped bass slot limit decision. I would like Rhode
Island to adopt the split regulation- 32-40” slot for private/shore and 30-40” for hire, 1 fish. I
believe this to be the best option for both the health of the fishery and the preservation of the
rich fishing culture and history in Rhode Island.
Respectfully,
Craig

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

joshuasbrouwer
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Striped Bass Regulations
Friday, February 14, 2020 9:04:35 AM

Hello Peter,
I’m writing in regards to the upcoming striped bass slot limit decision. I would like Rhode
Island to adopt the split regulation- 32-40” slot for private/shore and 30-40” for hire, 1 fish. I
believe this to be the best option for both the health of the fishery and the preservation of the
rich fishing culture and history in Rhode Island.
Respectfully,
Joshua Brouwer
Tristate Skindivers
Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

David Gleeson
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Striped Bass Regulations
Friday, February 14, 2020 8:18:21 AM

Hello Peter,
I’m writing in regards to the upcoming striped bass slot limit decision. I would like Rhode
Island to adopt the split regulation- 32-40” slot for private/shore and 30-40” for hire, 1 fish. I
believe this to be the best option for both the health of the fishery and the preservation of the
rich fishing culture and history in Rhode Island.
Respectfully,
David Gleeson
BS Marine Biology URI 2015
Masters of Oceanography URI 2018

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

David Kampa
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : 2020 Striped Bass regulations
Friday, February 14, 2020 8:29:32 AM

Peter,
I am writing in regards to the upcoming decision on the 2020 striped bass regulations for
Rhode Island. I have had the opportunity to witness this beautiful fishery in Rhode Island and
am a conservation proponent. My vote is:
Split - 1 fish 32-40 private/shore
1 fish 30-40 for-hire
Thank you,
David Kampa

Newport County Saltwater Fishing Club, Inc.
PO Box 2
Newport Rhode Island 02840
February 12, 2020
Rhode Island Department
of Environmental Management
Attn: Peter Duhamel
3 Fort Wetherill Road
Jamestown, RI 02835
Subject: Recreational Striped Bass management
Dear Mr. Duhamel,
The membership of the Newport County Saltwater Fishing Club would like to go
on record supporting the ASMFC option of 1 Striped Bass between 28” to 35” for
the 2020 season. We feel it’s important to try and remain consistent with our
neighboring states for the sake of conservation and an enforcement perspective.
Our current club membership is 80 members.
Thank you for your time,
Respectfully
Dennis Zambrotta
President

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Max Osbon
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] :
Friday, February 14, 2020 9:40:52 AM

Just placing my vote:
1.  split mode 1 fish, 32 to 40 private/shore and 1 fish, 30 to 40 for-hire
Can we regulate the massive commercial fisheries instead?
-Max Osbon
Managing Partner

Osbon Capital Management
225 Franklin St - 26th Floor | Boston, MA 02110
Office: 617 217 2772 | Cell: 617 633 6696
www.OsbonCapital.com [osboncapital.com]

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Mark Sherer
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Mark Sherer; Rick Bellavance
[EXTERNAL] : 2020 STB
Thursday, February 20, 2020 7:03:11 AM
RIMFC STB Comments 2020.pdf

Peter:
I agree with Rick’s attached letter. It is well written and makes perfect sense.
Captain Mark Sherer

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Nicholas Caron
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : RI striped bass fishery options
Friday, February 14, 2020 11:51:03 AM

Hello Mr. Duhamel,
I’m writing in regards to the upcoming striped bass slot limit decision. I would like Rhode
Island to adopt the split regulation of 32-40” slot for private/shore and 30-40” for hire, 1 fish. I
believe this is the best option for the striped bass fishery and the world renown fishing culture
Rhode Island has to offer.
Thankyou,
Nicholas Caron

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Nicholas Celico
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Public comment: Striped Bass regulations
Thursday, February 13, 2020 2:52:43 PM

Good afternoon Mr. Duhamel,
I am reaching out to you to express my support for option 3: the 28”-35” slot limit. I feel this option most fair
among all recreational groups. More importantly, it prevents the taking of more fecund females as size length
increases.
I do have some other proposals for future management, that we could discuss at a different time.
Thank you,
Nick Celico
University of Rhode Island
Graduate School of Oceanography
M.O. Fisheries Program
Phone: 401-649-0986

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Nate Phipps
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Striped bass
Tuesday, February 18, 2020 6:32:05 PM

Dear Mr. Duhamel,
As a concerned Rhode Island fisherman I would love to see 32-40" limits for stripers in hopes
that this will preserve a healthy population for generations of new fisherfolk.
Very best and thanks for your service,
Nate

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Nathan Snyder
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Striped Bass Regs - Vote
Friday, February 14, 2020 1:47:20 PM

Hello Mr. Duhamel,
I am a Pennsylvania resident and travel to Rhode Island each year to spearfish for striped bass
along Narragansett and Block Island. This has become a nearly monthly ritual in recent years
with friends from Maryland, New York, Massachusetts and Rhode Island. We have had
friends from Alabama and California come along on these trips as well. Our draw is the
accessibility to the fishable coastline and large fish.
As a former marine fisheries biologist at University of Georgia and The University of South
Alabama, I understand the importance of regulations and maintaining a strong breeding stock.
Additionally, I believe a slot limit should be wide enough to prevent unnecessary waste of fish
from poorly timed catch and release procedures. This is why I am voting for the split mode 1
fish, 32 - <40 private/shore and 1 fish, 30 - <40 for-hire model.
Hoping to catch and keep this summer as well.
Thank you
Nathan Snyder

Hello,
My name is Paul and I am a recreational striped bass angler. I travel up and down the coast
pursuing these fish. As we all are aware, striped bass stock is currently at a very unhealthy level.
I am urging all of you and the state of Rhode Island to adopt a 28”-35” slot limit rather than
anything else. This rule should be handled the same everywhere on the Atlantic and to see any
states adopting a different rule leaves me very upset to the point of avoiding your state in my
travels.
I am asking that your state please adopt this regulation for these very important migratory fish.
Sincerely,
Paul Wagner

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Peter Wawrzynowicz
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] :
Friday, February 14, 2020 9:46:26 AM

Hello Peter,
I’m writing in regards to the upcoming striped bass slot limit decision. I would like Rhode
Island to adopt the split regulation- 32-40” slot for private/shore and 30-40” for hire, 1 fish. I
believe this to be the best option for both the health of the fishery and the preservation of the
rich fishing culture and history in Rhode Island.
Respectfully,
Peter Wawrzynowicz
64 Nooseneck hill rd
Wyoming, RI

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

P Zagami
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Striped Bass Regs
Friday, February 14, 2020 10:37:46 AM

Hi Peter, Just wanted to put my two cents in as a regular user of RI waters, I believe the 1 fish
32-40 private and 30-40 for hire is the best option.
--Paul Zagami

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

rambofishsniper .
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Striped bass limit
Friday, February 14, 2020 1:42:06 PM

2.  1 fish, 32 to40 for all

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Rob
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Concern over striped bass conservation
Thursday, February 13, 2020 1:01:30 PM

Hello Mr. Duhamel,
I’ll preface this email by saying that I’m a former President of the Jamestown Fishing Club;
I’m still an active member.
I’m emailing because the majority of recreational fishermen believe the 28-34” slot limit is the
best and most logical option to rebuild the population. And the population is in dire need of
rebuilding. I cite recreational fishermen as they contribute considerably MUCH more
MONEY to the local economy than commercials do.
While the Block may fish well, besides a few exceptions, the mainland from CT to ME is
devoid of life. I’ve watched this decline, especially in regard to fish over 40 inches for the last
10+ years and anyone worth their salt has observed the same. Go on any online fishing forum
and you will see the same concern.
ASMFC has once again proven to be inept at their job. They’ve once again let a species get to
the point of being overfished.
I’m asking on behalf of the overwhelmingly majority of recreational fishermen that RI adopts
the 28-34” slot option. The inshore fish stocks have been decimated. I would like for my
children to fish for these special fish someday. At the rate we’re going, I’m worried that won’t
be a possibility.
Thank you for your consideration.
Best,
Rob Bartolini
617-483-0152

Priority Fishing Charters, LLC
140 Jerry Lane
North Kingstown, RI 02852
401-741-5648
www.priorityfishingcharters.com

Peter Duhamel
Department of Environmental Management
3 Fort Wetherill Road
Jamestown, RI 02835

February 18, 2020

RE: 2020 Recreational Striped Bass Management

Dear Mr. Duhamel,

Please consider the following comments relative to the 2020 management of recreational striped bass.
I am the owner and operator of Priority Fishing Charters located in Point Judith Rhode Island. Most of
my clients chose to fish for Striped Bass on their fishing charter. The decisions made by the RI
Department of Environmental Management have the potential to both positively and negatively
impact my business.
After carefully reviewing the options for recreational management of Striped Bass in the “Summary of
Proposed Rule” as presented at the February 10th public hearing and recognizing the importance of
Striped Bass to the long-term sustainability of my business, I recommend Noticed Option 2 (ASMFC
Rhode Island CE Option C proposal):
Private/Shore 32” - < 40”
For-Hire
30” - < 40”

Jan 1 - Dec 31
Jan 1 - Dec 31

1 fish/person/day
1 fish/person/day

The most clear and compelling reason for recommending Noticed Option 2 is the additional
conservation benefit that will be achieved by choosing this option. The ASMFC Addendum VI measure
(28’–35”) will not meet the 18% reduction at the RI state level, it merely achieves a 14% reduction for
RI’s recreational fishers. Noticed Option 2 exceeds the 18% reduction at the RI state level. Furthermore,
given that many states have chosen to adopt the ASMFC VI measure (28’-35’), Noticed Option 2 will
add to the percent reduction of mortality realized on a coastwide basis. According to analysis conducted
by RI DMF staff, if RI selects Noticed Option 2, fewer Striped Bass will be killed at a time when it is
recognized that rebuilding is necessary. If RI choses the ASMFC Addendum VI Option (28” – 35”)
more Striped Bass will be killed by Rhode Island recreational fishers. RI has a strong history of
conservative fisheries management and Noticed Option 2 will continue that overarching policy.
Noticed Option 2 will increase the minimum size of Striped Bass to 30 inches for licensed RI
charter/party permitted vessels and 32 inches for private and shore anglers. I believe this is better than
the 28-inch minimum size that the ASMFC Addendum VI option includes. The information provided
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Priority Fishing Charters, LLC
140 Jerry Lane
North Kingstown, RI 02852
401-741-5648
www.priorityfishingcharters.com

to us at the February 10th public hearing shows strong year classes in 2015 and 2016 and I saw evidence
of these fish during the 2019 season. These fish will be approaching and probably exceeding the 28inch size during the 2020 and 2021 seasons. I believe these smaller fish should be protected by
increasing the minimum size for their value to the future rebuilding of the stock. I support the 30-inch
minimum size for the charter/party sector because I focus on catching and keeping fish for my clients
and then I move onto other species for the remainder of the trip. I don’t usually catch and release. The
30-inch minimum size will allow me to satisfy my client’s needs faster and with fewer released fish that
could end up dying. Data provided at the public hearing confirms that the charter/party sector release
very few striped bass. In contrast and according to the same data, the private and shore fishers release
nearly 90% of the Striped Bass they catch, so the slightly larger 32-inch minimum size for that group
will have a minimal impact to their experience and offer protection to the strong 2015 and 2016 year
classes.
I think it is important to understand the impacts that a 35-inch maximum size will have on my business.
As a condition of my State of RI Charter/Party permit, I am required to collect and submit catch and
effort data at the trip level electronically, and I must submit that report within 48 hours of landing. A
benefit of having to do that robust reporting is I can review my catch data, which includes length
information. This information, as well as data compiled by RIDEM staff from other sources, clearly
show a 35” maximum size impacts the charter/party fleet much more than the private/shore modes.
Upwards of a 30-40% reduction. This reflects the fact that we operate our business differently.
Searching out keeper fish for our clients, catching them, and them moving onto other species is the
model we follow. A maximum size of 40 inches will allow me to operate more efficiently, while still
protecting the largest of the big female fish for their spawning potential. The small amount of private
and shore fishers that do take a fish home, will also benefit from a larger maximum size and a wider
overall slot size. This is a win-win for the fish and the fishermen.
A question of enforceability was raised at the February 10th public hearing and I would respond by
saying we should consider enforcement of RI regulations in RI waters the same for both options.
Regardless of the option selected, a recreational fisher in RI waters will be subject to those regulations
and enforcement should carry the same challenges for both options. If a neighboring states recreational
fisher is fishing in RI waters, that angler would be subject to our state rules and if boarded assessed as
such. Comments were also made at the February 10th public hearing regarding consistent measures
between neighboring states. While not the most desirable situation, recreational measures already vary
between states on a variety of species. For example: Mass and RI have different summer flounder sizes,
different tautog seasons, and different black sea bass seasons. CT and RI have different possession limits
and seasons for Black Sea Bass and Tautog. I don’t think we should compromise conservation just to
make the same regulations between states and modes.
The last point I will make is that the entire charter/party sector accounts for about 10 percent of the
overall recreational mortality of Striped Bass. The jobs created and the economic benefit to the State of
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Priority Fishing Charters, LLC
140 Jerry Lane
North Kingstown, RI 02852
401-741-5648
www.priorityfishingcharters.com

Rhode Island resulting from that small percentage of the resource should not be overlooked. In addition
to the jobs created, hotels and restaurants, tackle shops, support industries and others all gain from a
thriving charter/party fleet. The Governors proposed budget seeks a sizable increase to the cost of my
charter/party permit. While I strongly support the new proposed fee, that money will have to come out
of the hatch somewhere. It’s time for RI to take advantage of the opportunity to support the economic
viability of charter fishing businesses like mine, while simultaneously helping the Striped Bass resource.
At the end of the day, I believe RI has only one choice for 2020 Striped Bass management. Noticed
Option 2 conserves the Striped Bass resource the most and gives the recreational fishery the flexibility
needed to offer the best fishing experience for the most recreational fishers. Noticed Option 2 will
provide some stability for my business at a time when I really need it, have little impact to the Private
and Shore fleets who release most of the fish the catch anyway, and most importantly, provide additional
conservation, both at the state and coastwide level, for the Striped Bass stock. Rarely is there a
management action that combines more conservation with increased social/economic benefit. Thank
you for the opportunity to comment and for your consideration of those comments on this important
issue.

Respectfully Submitted,

Rick Bellavance
Capt. Rick Bellavance
Priority Fishing Charters
140 Jerry Lane
North Kingstown, RI 02852
401-741-5648
rickbellavance@gmail.com

3

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Richard Chatowsky
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : 2020 Striped Bass Regulation
Saturday, February 22, 2020 3:40:33 PM

Hi Peter, my name is Richard Chatowsky and i own and operate the Charter
fishing vessel DRIFTER out of PT.JUDITH R.I. I am e-mailing you on my own behalf but also an advocate for the
RIPCBA.I am strongly in favor of the 30-40in slot limit for the STRIPED BASS size restrictions proposed for the
2020 fishing season.I won’t repeat the obvious argument that is on the fishing but would rather let you know about
myself if you don’t know who i am.I have been in the charter fishing business for over 35 yrs and am a second
generation charter fisherman.I have made a living and raised a family working on the water.I have built a home
and am putting a child through college (GETTYSBURG) operating my charter boat business.I am a FULL-TIME
charter business and also retain a multi-purpose commercial license which i use on the off season.As I’m sure
your aware of, this industry has taken its fare share of hits in the years past but we are at the point where we can’t
recover from this if the other proposal is agreed on.The STATE of R.I.has had many opportunities to be a leader in
fisheries management but has always caved to political pressure in one way or another.This is the TIME to do the
right thing for this industry and become the leader in this issue.My words on paper here nor any other written
comments can not reveal emotion and that (although not always the answer) i feel is something that needs to be
considered to those making the final decision.We as an industry have done our part to help the this matter through
mandatory reporting and complying with all federal and state requirements to operate a legitimate business within
this state,and generate thousands to the local economy.In my eyes there is no way i should be linked to or
remotely considered to be in the same category as the recreational angler or operate my business under any
guidelines they may politically try to push on the decision makers.I am available to speak more on this matter as i
can’t put every thought on paper and would love to have that conversation with you. Thank you for any
consideration. Sincerely Richard Chatowsky.

R.I. Party and Charter Boat Association
P.O. Box 171
Wakefield, RI 02880
401-741-5648
www.rifishing.com

Peter Duhamel
Department of Environmental Management
3 Fort Wetherill Road
Jamestown, RI 02835

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Director

Capt. Rick Bellavance
Capt. Steve Anderson
Capt. Andrew D’Angelo
Capt. Paul Johnson
Capt. Nick Butziger

February 12, 2020

RE: 2020 Recreational Striped Bass Management

Dear Mr. Duhamel,
On behalf of the 56 members of the R.I. Party and Charter Boat Association, I would like to submit the following
comments regarding the 2020 management of recreational striped bass.
After carefully reviewing the options for recreational management of Striped Bass in the “Summary of Proposed
Rule” and recognizing the importance of Striped Bass to our businesses and our clients, the RI Party and Charter Boat
Association recommends Noticed Option 2 (ASMFC Rhode Island CE Option C proposal):
Private/Shore 32” - < 40”
For-Hire
30” - < 40”

Jan 1 - Dec 31
Jan 1 - Dec 31

1 fish/person/day
1 fish/person/day

The most clear and compelling reason for selecting Noticed Option 2 is the added conservation benefit that will be
gained by choosing this option. The ASMFC Addendum VI measure (28’–35”) will not meet the 18% reduction at
the RI state level that is required by the Addendum whereas Noticed Option 2 exceeds the 18% reduction at the RI
state level. Furthermore, given that many states have chosen to adopt the ASMFC VI measure (28’-35’), Notice
Option 2 will only add to the conservation realized on a coastwide basis. According to analysis by RI DMF staff, if RI
selects Noticed Option 2, fewer Striped Bass will be killed at a time when it is recognized that rebuilding is necessary.
ASMFC Addendum VI Option (28” – 35”) will result in more Striped Bass mortality for Rhode Island.
Additionally, the Rhode Island For-Hire fleet operates differently than the Private and Shore fleets. As presented
during the January 13th 2020 workshop, RI’s For-Hire fleet does not discard many Striped Bass. In 2018 and 2019, the
For-Hire fleet did not register on the table characterizing “Number Released”.

⚫ Page 2

February 12, 2020

In contrast, the Private and Shore fleets release 85-90 percent of their catch. Noticed Option 2 will have little if any
impact to the Private and Shore fleets, while allowing the For-Hire fleet to operate more efficiently and with the least
amount of dead discarded fish.

Noticed Option 2 increases the minimum size to 32” and 30” for the Private/Shore and For Hire fleets respectively,
which will offer added protection to the strong 2015 and 2016 year classes that we agrue the ASMFC Addendum VI
measures will not. The cap of 40” on the maximum size will protect the larger spawning female fish and help to
restore the Female SSB to target levels in the future.

During the February 10th 2020 public hearing, we heard some comments looking to maintain regional consistency
with our neighboring states who have decided to chose the ASMFC Addendum VI measure (28’-35’). Conservation
Equivalency (CE) was included in the Striped Bass FMP to recognize that coastal states can have different needs and
objectives for their recreational fisheries. CE is a tool that allows each state to formulate what works best for their
recreational fishery, while maintaining the conservation objectives of each management adjustment. In this case, RI’s
CE proposal was reviewed by the Striped Bass Technical Committee and approved, not once….but 2 times by the
Striped Bass Management Board. Clearly a majority of the coastal states agreed that RI’s CE proposal was a viable
option to the ASMFC Addendum VI measures. Each of our neighboring states had an opportunity to submit and
receive approval of CE proposals and there was a regional proposal, one that RI supported but our neighbors rejected,
which would have maintained consistency within RI, CT, and NY. We do not believe that RI’s recreational fishery
should kill more Striped Bass just so we can have the same measures that our neighbors choose to select for their
recreational fisheries.

⚫ Page 3
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In the end, we believe RI has only one choice for 2020 Striped Bass management. Noticed Option 2 conserves the
Striped Bass resource the most and gives the recreational fishery the flexibility needed to offer the best fishing
experience for the most recreational fishers. RI’s For-Hire fleet has been in decline since 2015, when the measures of
ADD IV were put in place. Noticed Option 2 will provide some stability for our fleet, have little impact to the Private
and Shore fleets who mostly release fish anyway, and provide additional conservation, both at the state level and
coastwide, for the Striped Bass stock. Rarely is there a management action that combines more conservation with
increased social/economic benefit. Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this important issue.

Respectfully Submitted,

Capt. Rick Bellavance
Capt. Rick Bellavance, President
RI Party and Charter Boat Association

1 Mark Ambrosia
2 Steven Anderson
3 Stephen Babigian
4 Randell Bagwell
5 Norm Bardell
6 Chris Bell
7 Earl Bell
8 Rick Bellavance
9 Russ Benn
10 Russell Blank
11 Frank Blount
12 Charles Boranian
13 Jon Regini
14 Nick Butziger
15 Al Caletri
16 Scott Capwell
17 John Carpenter
18 Rick Cataldi
19 Mitch Chagnon
20 Richard Chatowsky Sr
21 Jason Howell
22 Barry Cherms
23 Andrew Dangelo
24 Bill Della Valle
25 Denny Dillon
26 Charles Donilon
27 Steven Follett
28 Matthew Cox
29 Jeff Hall
30 Chris Herz

Misty - 43'
Bare Bones - 32'
Lady K - 43'
River Rebel - 26'
Busy Line - 23'
Adventure - 35'
Aces Wild - 35'
Priority Too - 36'
Seven B's - 80'
Striker - 30'
Lady Frances - 105'
Gail Ann - 27'
Shortcake – 23’
Sea Hawk - 37'
Avenger - 26'
A to Z - 35'
Jackhammer - 24'
Island Girl - 44'
Sakarak - 31'
Drifter Too - 35'
Pamela May – 23’
C.J. - 31'
Maridee II - 36'
Old Salt - 31'
Persuder - 44'
Snappa - 46'
Andrew&Steven - 41'
Laura Ann – 38’
Fully Involved - 23'
Hiz and Herz - 30'

29 Jeff Hall
30 Chris Herz
31 Kip Jenkins
32 Charles Jenison
33 Charlie Johnson
34 Paul Johnson Sr
35 Willam Kelly
36 Tom Logan
37 Scott Lundberg
38 John McCann
39 David Monti
40 Joe Pagano
41 Steven Palmer
42 John Parente
43 Brian Patterson
44 John Rainone
45 Linwood Safford
46 Karl Schmaling
47 Mark Sherer
48 John Sheriff
49 Kelly Smith
50 Rich Templeton
51 David Tyrrell
52 Brian Bacon
53 Rich Napolitano
54 Joe Bleczinski
55 Jeff O’Brien
56 Mike Littlefield

Fully Involved - 23'
Hiz and Herz - 30'
Just Fish - 29'
Nasha III - 34'
Hot Pursuit - 37'
Carol J - 31'
Knotty dog - 25'
Fish Trap - 36'
Reel to Reel - 35'
Mission - 25 '
Virginia Joan - 26'
Stuff it - 23'
Lucky Lady - 32'
Patty J - 35'
Fin Deep - 23'
L'il Toot - 35'
Cherry Pepper - 32'
Vycore - 31'
Gannet - 21'
Fish On - 29'
C-Devil II - 32'
Restless - 37'
Mako II - 43'
Big Game 35’
Not Reel Teeth 50’
Lady Karen 28’
Gannset 48’
Arc Angel 21’

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

ROBERT MARVELLE
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : striped bass slot limit
Saturday, February 15, 2020 5:38:22 PM

Peter,
Please consider the 32"-40" slot limit for striped bass.
also addressing the real problem of commercial fishing would be a good idea.
Robert Marvelle Jr.
robertmarvelle@cox.net
(401) 662-5618 usa est

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Robert Morin
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Striped bass slot limit
Friday, February 14, 2020 10:47:11 AM

Hi Peter,
I’m writing in regards to the upcoming striped bass slot limit decision. I would like Rhode
Island to adopt the split regulation- 32-40” slot for private/shore and 30-40” for hire, 1 fish. I
believe this to be the best option for both the health of the fishery and the preservation of the
rich fishing culture and history in Rhode Island.
Respectfully,
Robert Morin

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Robert Scalise
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Bass Vote
Friday, February 14, 2020 1:01:50 PM

Hello Sir,
As a CT spear fisherman, throwing in my vote, if I may.
1.  split mode 1 fish, 32 to 40 private/shore and 1 fish, 30 to 40 for-hire
Thank you!
Robert Scalise
Lieutenant Commander
US NAVY

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Scott Capwell
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Striped Bass
Friday, February 21, 2020 6:05:06 AM

Hello Peter,
My name is Scott Capwell. I am in favor for option 2 for Charter fishing. Time for charter business to have its own
quota. Recreational boat owners have the opportunity to take a fish a day. Our clients take a fish a year! They don’t
have the opportunity that recreational boat owners have. Our clients take a fish and bring home food for their family
once or maybe twice a year. Recreational boat owners can go every weekend if they want. Please let our clients take
a fish that has enough meat on it. Tough to justify spending so much money for a charter when you can’t bring home
enough meat for one meal! The charter industry brings people to our marinas and stores all summer long. The clients
spend money that local businesses depend on. Also I am a commercial fisherman and for commercial I am in favor
for 4 days of fishing with 5 fish a day. 5 fish a day is necessary for the trip. In the early part of the season the fish are
smaller in the bay. 4 fish is not worth the trip with the cost of fuel, bait and tackle. No Sundays, Please leave
commercial fishing for week days not weekends. Water has become too crowded on weekends. Too many people
and too many boats in same spots. We fish in all types of weather. Foggy conditions mixed with people who don’t
have radar and don’t fish like a commercial fisherman make for a dangerous situation. It would be safer for
commercial fishermen to do their job while the recreational boat owners are doing their job during the weekdays.
Thank you for the opportunity to voice my concerns.
Sincerely,
Capt. Scott Capwell
A to Z Charters (401) 487 7274

Jason,
I live in CT but I fish in RI a lot, particularly SoCo and Block Island. I'm hoping you can
enter my comment into the public record, which is:
Please adopt the 28"-35" slot limit for striped bass.
Thank you,
Steve Culton

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

SCOTT LUNDBERG
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : 2020 Recreational Striped Bass Management
Friday, February 21, 2020 10:53:19 AM

Dear Mr. Duhamel. I am the owner and Captain of Reel to Reel Sportfishing charters in Galilee. I
have been in business almost 30 years and employ three people besides myself. The Rhode Island
charter fleet has been a historic part of the waterfront since I was a little boy. Over the years, my
business and others have taken hits due to fishing regulations. It seems like we are always giving
something but never receiving anything back. We have worked with Dem through sampling and
collection and were one of the first groups to implement electronic reporting. Although we are
grouped in the Recreational fishing category we are really a separate user group. After carefully
reviewing the options for recreational management of Striped Bass in the “Summary of Proposed
Rule” as presented at the February 10th public hearing and recognizing the importance of Striped
Bass to the long-term sustainability of my business, I recommend Noticed Option 2 (ASMFC Rhode
Island CE Option C proposal):        Private/Shore 32” - < 40” Jan 1 - Dec 31 1 fish/person/day   ForHire 30” - < 40”       Jan 1 - Dec 31 1 fish/person/day
This option will reduce the mortality  
The most clear and compelling reason for recommending Noticed Option 2 is the additional
conservation benefit that will be achieved by choosing this option. The ASMFC Addendum VI
measure (28’–35”) will not meet the 18% reduction at the RI state level, it merely achieves a 14%
reduction for RI’s recreational fishers. Noticed Option 2 exceeds the 18% reduction at the RI state
level. Furthermore, given that many states have chosen to adopt the ASMFC VI measure (28’-35’),
Noticed Option 2 will add to the percent reduction of mortality realized on a coastwide basis.
According to analysis conducted by RI DMF staff, if RI selects Noticed Option 2, fewer Striped Bass
will be killed at a time when it is recognized that rebuilding is necessary. If RI choses the ASMFC
Addendum VI Option (28” – 35”) more Striped Bass will be killed by Rhode Island recreational fishers.
RI has a strong history of conservative fisheries management and Noticed Option 2 will continue that
policy. If ASMFC ADDENDUM VI Option is passed, I fear this will be the end of my business and many
other businesses in the state. When the regulations went from two striped to one fish my business
went down 40 percent. Sincerely yours, Captain Scott Lundberg- Reel to Reel Sportfishing LLC
www.ReeltoReelSportfishing.com [reeltoreelsportfishing.com]    Sent from Mail [go.microsoft.com]
for Windows 10

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Division of Marine Fisheries
251 Causeway Street, Suite 400
Boston, Massachusetts 02114
Daniel J. McKiernan
Acting Director

(617) 626-1520
fax (617) 626-1509

February 21, 2020
Jason McNamee, Ph.D.
Chief of Marine Resource Management
Rhode Island Division of Marine Fisheries
3 Ft. Wetherill Road
Jamestown, RI 02835

Charles D. Baker
Governor
Karyn E. Polito
Lieutenant Governor
Kathleen Theoharides
Secretary
Ronald S. Amidon
Commissioner
Mary-Lee King
Deputy Commissioner

Dear Jason,
As you know, striped bass rules for 2020 and beyond are being promulgated by all participating states
to reduce fishery removals by 18% along the coast and end overfishing on the resource. We have
serious concerns about the unintended consequences that inconsistent regulations among neighboring
partner states will create. When considering what regulations to adopt for Rhode Island’s recreational
fishery, we urge you to choose Addendum VI’s standard measure of a 28–35” slot limit for all modes
(private/rental vessel, shore, and for-hire vessel).
We believe that having a consistent recreational size limit among as many coastal states as possible is
an optimal approach for conservation of the resource as well as angler education, compliance, and
enforcement. We in Massachusetts plan to adopt the standard 28–35” limit as does Maine, New
Hampshire, Connecticut, and New York. Based the outcome of the recent ASMFC Striped Bass
Management Board meeting where conservation equivalencies to implement Addendum VI were
reviewed, Rhode Island was approved to enact a different slot limit (32–40”) with the added possibility
of another distinct slot limit (30–40”) for your for-hire fishery.
Rhode Island’s adoption of either of these alternatives would surely erode the conservation benefit of
slot limit management in our region given how striped bass migrate between states during their spring
and fall migrations. Fish of 35–40” length that will be protected in ME–MA and CT–NY, will be open
to harvest in RI; while fish of 28–32” (or 28–30”) length that will be protected in RI, will be open to
harvest in ME–MA and CT–NY. The conservation associated with any regulation also relies on how
effectively it is complied with and enforced. The Law Enforcement Committee and the Striped Bass
Technical Committee have both expressed concern about the compliance and enforcement challenges
that will result from different minimum and maximum sizes among neighboring states. These issues
suggest that the projected reduction in fishery removals associated with Rhode Island’s conservation
equivalency options will not be realized.
Our respective law enforcement agencies collaborate to inspect all fishermen—both residents and nonresidents, including those anglers fishing in one state’s waters and destined to land the fish in the other
state’s ports. Consider the productive fishing grounds adjacent to our two states such as along the
Elizabeth Islands, around Martha’s Vineyard, and off Block Island that are frequently shared by
vessels leaving port in both our states. Many anglers from the southern and western parts of our state
also drive to Rhode Island ports to launch boats or fish from shore. These anglers that fish across state

lines would be subject to the most restrictive rules of the combined states and would therefore have
just a 30–35” slot. As you know, it is substantially easier to improve compliance when the rules are
uniform and less complex.
We foresee potential education, enforcement, and compliance problems as a consequence of our
recreational permitting reciprocity agreements as well. While there are benefits to anglers from our
neighboring states (New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Connecticut) not needing to obtain a
Massachusetts permit to recreationally fish in our waters, one detriment is that they are less likely to
receive information about Massachusetts’ fishing rules and may not know how they differ from their
permitting state. Violations of Massachusetts rules by Rhode Island permit holders are also more
difficult to deter and penalize when the individual does not have a Massachusetts permit that DMF can
sanction. These issues have been aided by MA DMF and RI DEM working to make our two states’
regulations as consistent as possible in recent years.
As for the potential for Rhode Island to adopt a different size slot for the for-hire fishery, we think the
Enforcement Committee’s concerns should be heeded. The Committee noted that it is often difficult to
ascertain whether a vessel is fishing under private or for-hire rules, and this would create challenges
when enforcing rules shore-side at docks or at marinas. They cautioned that sector-specific rules are
more difficult to enforce. We also note that the courts may be more lenient toward law breakers when
magistrates or judges discover how complex and uneven the rules are.
For these reasons, on behalf of the Division of Marine Fisheries and the Massachusetts Marine
Fisheries Advisory Commission (MFAC), we respectfully request you to adopt the default 28–35” slot
limit for all recreational fishing in Rhode Island. This will result in consistent coastal fishery
recreational rules from Maine to New York.
Sincerely,

Daniel J. McKiernan
Acting Director

cc:

Raymond Kane
MFAC Chairman

Janet Coit, Peter Duhamel, RI DEM
Robert Ballou, RI DEM and Chair, RI Marine Fisheries Council
Massachusetts Marine Fisheries Advisory Commission

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

James T Fitzhugh
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] :
Friday, February 14, 2020 11:32:43 AM

Hello Peter,
I’m writing in regards to the upcoming striped bass slot limit decision. I would like Rhode
Island to adopt the split regulation- 32-40” slot for private/shore and 30-40” for hire, 1 fish. I
believe this to be the best option for both the health of the fishery and the preservation of the
rich fishing culture and history in Rhode Island.
Respectfully,
Tim Fitzhugh

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Timothy Henderson
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Striped Bass Slot Limit
Friday, February 14, 2020 9:01:03 AM

Mr. Duhamel,
I would like to see the slot limit between 30 and 40 inches for striped bass on Rhode Island this season. As a spear
fisherman this makes the most sense for my community. We only take a handful of fish each season. Thank you for
your attention.
Sincerely,
Tim Henderson

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Tim Ming
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Slot limits for RI
Tuesday, February 18, 2020 9:24:25 PM

Hi Peter-As a recreational spear fisher, I would like to share my preference amongst the three
available options -- for 1 fish, 32-40 for all.
Thanks for taking public opinion into account as you decide on the most appropriate
measure for new striped bass regulations in 2020.
Happy to discuss my thoughts further.
Best,
Tim

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Tony Koos
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Megan Koos
[EXTERNAL] : Striper Slot Size
Friday, February 14, 2020 8:55:54 AM

Hello Peter,
My wife and I are recreational fisherman and we wanted to voice our opinion on the slot limits
being proposed. Out of the three options we think the 1 fish between 32"-40" for all is the fair
and best choice.
Please consider our opinion during the process and thank you for looking out for our fisheries,
Tony Koos & Megan Koos

Hello,
I am a Recreational Fisherman and a member of the RI Saltwater Anglers Association. I would
like to submit a comment on the Proposed Rule / Law for Striped Bass for the 2020 season. I
believe we should have one slot limit of 28" to 35" for ALL sectors of the fishery. I do not
believe we should have 3 different rules for 3 different user groups !!! Let's keep it simple and
also have the same rule as all the other New England States. This would make it easier for
visiting fishermen from other States, and for Law Enforcement purposes. Please include my
comment in the Public Comments for the Proposed Rule / Law.
Thank you,
Thomas Poirier.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Thomas Rapone
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Striped Bass: Comment in support of 28"-35" slot limit
Thursday, February 13, 2020 2:18:41 PM

Dear Mr. Duhamel:
I urge the Rhode Island Department of Marine Fisheries to join neighboring states and
implement the 28"-35" slot limit for striped bass and to reject any option which includes
harvest of fish 35" or greater. Now, more than ever, every single large striped bass matters.
I live on Martha's Vineyard, where I've run a charter boat for the past eighteen years-primarily targeting striped bass. I don't often fish in Rhode Island waters, but I can see the
silhouette of the Newport Bridge from the Aquinnah cliffs on a clear day. No doubt, a portion
of our striper stocks is shared.    
Not long ago, the Vineyard was a haven for large stripers that rivaled even Block Island and
Montauk. This is no longer the case. Our large summer-resident stripers have been nearly
decimated--seemingly a result of relentless harvest of large fish by recreational, commercial
and for-hire fisherman. I fear that Rhode Island, among other areas, may soon suffer the same
fate.
Predictably, some in Rhode Island's for-hire fleet fear that the "low slot" option would
preclude participation in the Block Island fishery and hurt business. I can tell them from
experience that the fate of a for-hire fleet with no large striped bass to catch is far worse.

Best Regards,
Thomas J. Rapone
Edgartown, Massachusetts

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

valio dimitrov
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Striped Bass regulations
Friday, February 14, 2020 4:06:50 PM

Hi Peter,
I'm a spear fisher man and would like to point out that it would be extremely difficult for us to
judge the length of a striped bass under water in the murky conditions we often encounter in
RI.
Therefore I think it will make more sense to make the sloth limit 32 to 40 inches so option 2.
Or maybe allow spearos to purchase a ticket for one fish a year over the limit.
Thank you!
Valio Dimitov

Mr. Duhamel,
I support option 3: 28” to 35” slot, 1 fish per day proposed regulation. I emphatically do not support any
split mode regulation.
I am a shore fisherman with 30 years of experience in the surf. I also have extensive boat experience.
One season’s catch from my 24’ CC had 2 stripers over 50 lbs, 14 fish over 40 pounds, and over 100 fish
over 30 pounds. I sold my boat, shortly after that season, citing not enough of a challenge to target big
fish by boat. My entire surf career I have 8 fish over 40 pounds, with the largest being 47lbs.
This past season I landed and released over 50 fish over 35”. They included 30 fish over 20 pounds and 2
over 30 pounds largest being 39 pounds.
I believe the level of commerce generated in the state of Rhode Island from striped bass fishing can be
maintained with allowing shore anglers to keep a fish 48” and a minimum of 50 pounds. Boat anglers
would be allowed to keep a fish over 48” and weighing a minimum of 60 pounds, (the minimum weight
must be maintained at any point the fish might be weighed before it is mounted or consumed), which
would even the playing field for shore and boat anglers. This would allow anglers to pursue “ The Holy
Grail” of striped bass fishing without any impact on the spawning stock biomass. In essence, I am
proposing an additional measure that will allow the recreational fisherman to pursue the largest trophy
fish at a sustainable level. The additional harvest would be less than 30 fish in Rhode Island waters and
have no impact on the reproductive output during the spawning cycle. Thousands upon thousands of
dollars go into our state’s economy, every year, for the pursuit of this benchmark.
Respectfully,
Robert Celico.

Hi Mr. McNamee
Please do submit my email in support of the 28”-35” slot.
Thanks,
Vincent Rizzo

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Valentine Thomas
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Striped bass
Friday, February 14, 2020 7:46:56 PM

Dear Mr. Duhamel,
When I’ve heard about the legislation about to be modified to create protection for the big
breeders, I was really happy.
However, I disenchanted rather quickly when I realize that your new legslislation was only
applying to recreational fishermen but not commercial ones.
Recreational fishermen are harvesting fish to feed themselves (even if they have fun while
doing it) and the discrimination towards them is outrageous.
If you want to create a law to protect the reproduction of a species, it is hard to give it credit
when the largest amount of harvesting (commercial) isn’t being regulated the same way.
While I support the protection of the fish over 35+ pounds, your selective regulation makes it
derisory.
It is not without sadness that I vote for the split mode, as a matter of fairness towards people
who are looking to harvest their own food and trying to provide for their families, fighting
every year discriminating regulations with hidden agenda benefitting monetary purposes rather
than the actual well-being of the fish stock.
Kind regards,
Valentine

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Yanni Peary
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Striped Bass regs
Sunday, February 23, 2020 5:18:23 PM

Hi Peter As an avid fisherman in RI waters, I recommend the following for regulations on striped bass.

split mode 1 fish, 32 to 40 private/shore and 1 fish, 30 to 40 for-hire
Yannick

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Joseph Papa
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Commercial stripers
Thursday, January 30, 2020 9:44:56 AM

I am submitting this request to try to change the proposed days of fishing from Sunday thru
Wednesday to Monday thru Thursday. I have been commercial fishing since 1970 and have
seen things change a lot over the past 50 years. Every one of the fishermen that I know is
against fishing on Sunday. We all have families that mostly have the weekends off and we
want to spend that day with them. In my case it’s not only my wife and children but my
grandchildren also. As far as the 18 percent cut in quota I see that almost every commercial
fisherman doesn’t have a problem with the reduction. We see the decline in larger fish over
the past 4 to 5 years and we also see the very strong future in the huge numbers of undersized
fish. We are confident the future will return the numbers of larger fish so we can return the
quota that is being cut. No fisherman wants to fish himself out of business. We are not against
recreational fishing but find that on weekends that there tends to be excessive boat traffic and
recreational fishing that interferes with commercial operations. We are more than happy to let
them have the waters to themselves. There are petitions out there that will find their way to
you at some point before the next meeting on the 10th of February. They are trying to effect
the same change. Please entertain these proposals and allow this change to take place so we
can live a better family life. Thank you for your time and consideration on this important
issue. Joseph Papa. multipurpose license #564

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Kenneth Booth
Duhamel, Peter (DEM); McNamee, Jason (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Public Hearing Comment
Thursday, February 20, 2020 3:58:44 PM

Peter,
   In regards to the recent public hearing held on February 10, 2020, I would like to provide the
following comment on behalf of RICRRA.
Commercial Striped Bass - RICRRA recommends Option 1, with a modification to reflect
Friday, Saturday and Sunday as the three days closed to fishing.
Thank you,

Ken

Peter:
Regarding the proposed commercial striped bass rule, I am in favor of a five fish daily
possession limit with four days open - Friday, Saturday and Sunday closed. I also support the
60/40 split. I agree with Joe Macari’s comments regarding Sunday. Also, if the daily limit is less
than five fish, it becomes difficult to justify the financial feasibility of targeting Stripers.
Thank you
Bill Barbour

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Nancy Christensen
Duhamel, Peter (DEM); Lengyel, Nicole (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Striped bass proposed regulations
Wednesday, February 12, 2020 4:56:12 PM

Peter, Nicole,
After talking with a number of fishermen, I would like to propose opening on May 20 with the 4 days/5 fish
schedule (Monday through Thursday) and simply keep the quota open and run the season continuously until the
quota is met.
Thank you,
Bo Christensen
Sent from my iPad

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David Fewster
lengyel@dem.ri.gov
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Status
Thursday, January 9, 2020 2:17:06 PM

Good afternoon.
My name is David Fewster. Im a licensed Rhode Island multi purpose commercial fisherman. I am in full support
of status quo for the upcoming 2020 commercial striped bass season. Thankyou David F.
48 Eastern Ave
East Providence RI
                  02914
Sent from my iPhone

My name is Greg Renzulli and this letter is to comment on the
regulation change #250-RICR-90-00-3. I would like to support the
proposal establishing a schedule for striped bass permitting commercial
fishing on Monday thru Thursday closed Friday, Saturday, Sunday with
a limit of 5 fish per person/vessel per day. At 35 years old, this year will
be the start of my 18th season making a living full time in RI waters.
Therefore this topic is very important to me and makes a difference in
how I can run my business, and as a result support my family. In my
opinion these rules and regulations need to be geared towards those
who depend on this fishery for income, otherwise you do not need to
hold a commercial endorsement.
It is clear change is coming with striped bass and the mandated 18%
reduction is understood by those who have noticed the decreased
stock of larger fish. So by eliminating a day of fishing instead of
eliminating 1 fish/day you will still be able to achieve this reduction and
the fisherman can operate cost efficiently. By opening for 5 days with a
4 fish/day limit I will now lose profit each day by eliminating a fish but I
will still have to fish 5 days and endure more overhead costs of fuel,
bait and tackle. When I am not rod and reel fishing I am either
bullraking quahogs or fishing whelk pots. Eliminating Sundays will now
give me the option of participating in another fishery, a result being
more variety of seafood going to market. Furthermore, eliminating a
day will mean one less day a week the commercial fleet is putting
pressure on these schools of fish. Pressure such as, the release of
undersized fish, which is a vey large concern currently in striped bass
management.
Another issue that has been going on for a long time is the
overcrowding and reckless fishing that takes place on Sundays
combining the commercial fleet with the most popular day for the
recreational fleet. Everyone has the right to use this resource and we of

course need to share. The commercial fishermen understand that for
many recreational fishermen the weekend is the only time available to
pursue these fish, so as far as Sundays the recreational fleet can have it
all to themselves. There are many Sundays throughout the season that I
quit early or choose to not even go due to the lack of etiquette I have
experienced on those days. It is my belief eliminating that day for the
commercial schedule will actually protect the resource and the
fisherman.
My final reason I fully support this proposal is that Sundays are
generally a day for family or religion for some fishermen and seafood
dealers. There are many seafood dealers that are either closed or have
altered hours on that day. This is quite an inconvenience to us
fishermen because we either have to skip the day or cut our day short
to make it into the shop on time. I feel that we face enough variables
each day as it is and these extra details can cause stress and financial
loss on these fishing days.
I hope you will consider this proposal and implement it for this
upcoming season. Going forward I think this schedule is a great solution
for the reduction required and efficiency of managing this season and
futures season quota. I know for a fact a large portion of the industry
feels similar on this proposal. Fish smarter not harder.

Sincerely,
Greg Renzulli
PEL #1554

Proposed alternative for commercial striped bass management for public
hearing on February 10, 2020
Submitted by Joe Macari
I propose that the fishery be closed three days each week, with days closed to include Friday, Saturday,
and Sunday. I do not support the proposal to close on Thursday.
1. A lot of commercial rod and reelers trailer their boats; weekend traffic at most boat ramps in RI
are quite congested.
2. There is a large amount of boat traffic in Narragansett Bay and Block Island Sound on Sundays,
i.e., creating somewhat dangerous conditions for fishermen. Also, striped bass are quite wary
and do not feed when there is heavier boat traffic on the water.
3. User conflicts between recreational and commercial fisherman over “territory” can become an
issue.
4. I would think law enforcement would be able to perform their tasks more efficiently when there
is segregation among the user groups, regarding size limits, bag limits, etc.
5. I discussed Sunday openings for striped bass sales with the seafood dealer I do business with
(Sea Fresh); they prefer to stay closed on Sundays with regards to buying fish. In fact, their
policy for several years has been to stay open only till 12 noon on Sundays. It can be hard on
fishermen who deal with Sea Fresh to meet that time frame.
6. Also, I am in favor of the 60/40 percent striped bass allocation that has been proposed by
RIDEM. This is much fairer to ALL fishermen THROUGHOUT the State, that fish for striped bass. I
believe it also gives RIDEM a much better policy for staying within the Rhode Island striped bass
general category allocation.

Thank You
Joe Macari

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Kenny Landry
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : 2020 commercial bass
Monday, February 3, 2020 7:51:25 AM

This is in regards to the upcoming 2020 commercial bass season..I am in favor of 4 days a
week 5 fish a day closed fri-sat-sun..anything less than 5 fish cuts into profits and Sundays are
not good due to weekend traffic on the water from recreational fishermen and boating..on the
70-30 or 60-40 split I'd rather see 60-40 if it helps manage the quota better and it gives guys
who fish outside the bay and block island a Lil more time..some guys want 70-30 cause they
only fish the bay and no where else..thank you.. Kenny Landry mpurp lic#1342

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Lee Papa
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : 250-RICR-90-00-3
Friday, January 31, 2020 8:26:57 AM

I am writing this email to try to effect a change in the proposed rules concerning fishing days for striped bass. I have
been married to a fisherman for 40 years and it is difficult to have him away from home on weekends and holidays
when his family is home. We have children and grandchildren that all have weekends off. If you can change the
fishing days from Sunday through Wednesday to Monday through Thursday that would truly be appreciated. Lee
Papa
Sent from my iPad

-------- Original message -------From: mlanni1956 <mlanni1956@gmail.com>
Date: 1/9/20 1:38 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: nicole.lengyel@dem.ri.gov
Subject: Striped bass
Hi Nicole
I would like to go on record as supporting the current status quo season regarding the
commercial harvest of striped bass. Specifically, I am in support of harvesting 100% of the
allowed quota during the spring season with no fall seasonal harvest.
Thank you,
Mike Lanni, lic #984

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Steve Winters
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
[EXTERNAL] : Striped Bass
Friday, February 21, 2020 2:28:23 PM

Dear Peter, I am a Block Island resident since 1982. I have been an extremely active fisherman in this state and have
done so commercially and recreationally. Block Island’s Southwest ledge is a embarrassment to all things related to
the conservation of Striped Bass. This area is a staging area for some of the last great fish, It attracts vessels from as
many 4 near by states. From my surf casting perches, it resembles the lights from a great city there are so many
boats. The decimation and carnage created by ripping the last breeder bass from those depths must be unbelievable.
How many never regain and survive? I would be in favor of a total moratorium, but I realize this would not keep the
highly paid lobbyist of the for hire fleet satisfied.     There is an amazing amount of small fish now. This is
encouraging. Please don’t let them be picked to death with changing slot limits. At least we should try to stay in line
with our neighbors, and not let greedy for hires set the limit. So I will ask you to please consider a 28” to 35” slot,
because everything else is just awful. Close it down for the fish, and my children. Thank you for giving me this
opportunity to voice my feelings.
Sincerely, Steve Winters P.O. Box 41 Block Island
Sent from my iPad

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Mike Mcelroy
Duhamel, Peter (DEM); nicloe.lengyel@dem.ri.gov
[EXTERNAL] : Commercial striper options
Monday, February 17, 2020 4:00:58 PM

Hi Peter & Nicole .
           Just wanted to put in words my choice for the commercial season .
           May 29th , 4 days ,5 Fish   with Friday, Saturday & Sunday as off days
           I don,t know why we don,t have a weekly quota of 25 fish ….I think it would you time to see
what,s what & for us with smaller boats actually fish . We lose a fair amount of time to weather &
seeing most of us arn,t kids our bodies take a beating .   and some days ya can,t buy a fish & the
next day you have to quit , Be nice to even them out .    Block Island is another world , which is
another sad story .
Thankyou    Mike McElroy

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Mark Sherer
Duhamel, Peter (DEM)
Mark Sherer; Joe Macari
[EXTERNAL] : 2020 comm stb
Thursday, January 30, 2020 7:14:19 AM

Peter:
I am in favor of five fish, four days with Friday, Saturday and Sunday closed. I also support the 60/40 split. I agree
with Joe Macari’s comments regarding Sunday. Also, if the daily limit is less than five fish, it becomes difficult to
justify the financial feasibility of targeting Stripers.

Kenneth T Murgo
RI MP License #001365
F/V Johnny B
57 Woodlawn Avenue
Bristol, RI 02809
Kenneth.Murgo@gmail.com
(401) 368-4397
February 11, 2020
Subject: Comment on 2020 Finfish Regulations
Dear Marine Fisheries Council,
I urge you to recommend Option 2 (42.5%, 15%, 42.5% sub period
allocations) for 2020 commercial tautog management as this option is fair and
equitable to all the fisherman of Rhode Island. The spring sub-period is vital to fulltime fixed gear and Narragansett Bay fishermen as this is the time of year when
tautog interact with fixed gear and are accessible to Narragansett Bay fishermen. By
the time the fall sub-period opens the fish are moving south and leaving the Bay.
Also, as tautog are the first fish to return to our waters every year in late April/early
May the spring tautog sub-period is vital to full time fishermen as other fisheries do
not pick up until later in May and we are coming off a long winter with minimal
earnings.
Therefore, giving a higher quota allocation to the fall sub-period (option 1) is
unfair to a large potion of RI fishermen as it favors one user group (Newport and
South County rod&reel) while being detrimental to others that rely on the spring
sub-period for early season profitability (Bay and fixed gear fishermen). Historically
the spring and fall sub-periods have had equal allocations and should be kept that
way for 2020(in 2017 it was 33%, 33%, 33%; in 2018 it was 40%, 20%, 40%; in
2019 it was 50%, 0%, 50%).
Thank you for your consideration,
Ken Murgo

Pete,
I propose 15% to come from the spring sub-period. Unfortunately I will be unable to attend the
meeting.
Amended Proposal: Reinstate the August 1st-September 15th opening of commercial tautog,
with 15% of yearly quota taken from the spring sub-period.
Sean

