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T  he Depar  tm  ent of Chi  ldr  e  n, Youth an  d Fam  ilies  , in a  cc  or  danc  e wi  th t  he f  eder  a  l Ado  pti  on and 
Saf  e Fam  ilies Ac  t of 199  7 (  PL 1  05-  8  9) an  d Rh  ode Is  la  nd G  en  er  al La  w14-  1-  3  0.2, pr  ov  ides   

not  ic  e to f  os  ter par  en  ts and r  el  ativ  e c  ar  egiv  er  s with whom c  hil  dr  en i  n th  e c  ar  e of the   

Dep  ar  tm  ent ar  e plac  e  d, of an  y r  e  vi  e  w or he  ar  ing he  ld in Fam  il  y Co  ur  t with r  es  p  ec  t to thos  e   

c  hi  ldr  en.   T  his inc  lu  des a  ll he  ar  ings sc  hed  ule  d bo  th pr  ior to an  d s  ubs  eque  nt t  o c  om  m  itm  ent   

r  es  ulti  ng f  r  om depe  nde  nc  y/  neg  lec  t/  abus  e peti  tio  ns an  d a  ll hear  ings r  e  late  d to ter  m  inatio  n of   

par  e  ntal r  igh  ts peti  tio  ns  .   Car  egi  ver  s ar  e i  m  por  tant to th  e c  hi  ld and c  an pr  o  vi  de va  lu  abl  e   

i  nf  orm  atio  n to the Fam  il  y Cour  t.   T  he  y ha  ve t  he r  ig  ht t  o att  end th  es  e c  ou  r  t pr  oc  eed  ings and to   

pr  es  e  nt v  er  ba  l r  epor  ts or f  ile wr  itt  en r  e  por  t  s with t  he C  our  t r  e  gar  d  ing t  he c  hi  ldr  e  n i  n th  eir c  ar  e.

R  e  l  a  t      e  d     Pr  o  c      e  du  r  e

Fo  s  t      e  r     P      a  r      e  n  t      s     a  nd     R      e  l  a  t      iv      e     C  are  gi  v      e  r      s     -     No  t      i  c  e     of     C  ou  r  t     Pr  o      cee  din  g      s  



Foster   Par  ents and Rel  ati  ve   Car  egi  ver  s -   Noti  ce   of 
Cour  t Pr  oceedi  ngs
Proc  edure f  rom Pol  ic  y 70  0.00  95: Fo  s  t      e  r     P  a      re  n  t      s     a  n      d     R  ela  t      i  v      e     C  a      re  g  i  v      e  r      s     -     N      o  t      ic  e     of     Cou  r  t  
Pr  o  c      ee  d  i  ngs  

A. T  he Depar  tm  ent’s pr  im  ar  y s  er  vic  e wor  k  er notif  ies f  os  ter par  en  ts and r  el  ati  ve c  ar  e  gi  ver  s of 

an  y c  our  t pr  oc  e  ed  ings r  e  ga  r  ding c  h  i  ldr  en in the  ir c  ar  e.

1. Pr  im  ar  y s  er  vic  e wor  k  er s  ends a Not  ic  e of Co  ur  t Pr  oc  e  edi  ngs (  DC  YF #0  83) a  nd 
the Fos  ter Par  e  nt C  our  t He  ar  ing Rep  or  t For  m (  DCYF #  083  A) to t  he c  ar  e  gi  ver   
t  wo week  s pr  ior to th  e d  ate of sc  hedu  led pr  oc  ee  din  gs  .

2. Pr  im  ar  y s  er  vic  e wor  k  er f  iles a c  op  y of eac  h not  if  ic  atio  n lett  er in the
Dep  ar  tm  ent c  as  e r  ec  or  d, an  d s  en  ds a c  op  y to t  he D  epar  tm  ent’s O  f  fic  e of
Leg  al Cou  ns  el f  or the leg  al f  il  e.

3. Sit  uat  ions ar  is  e i  n wh  ic  h c  o  ur  t pr  oc  ee  din  gs ar  e sc  he  du  led wit  h l  itt  le a  dv  anc  e
notic  e  .   If it is not poss  ib  le t  o pr  o  vid  e wri  tten not  if  ic  ati  o  n to t  he c  ar  e  gi  ver with  in 

two we  ek  s of a c  our  t pr  oc  eedi  ng, t  he wor  k  er notif  ies th  e c  ar  egiv  er ver  bal  l  y   

onc  e the pr  im  ar  y wor  k  er is inf  or  m  ed of a c  our  t date.   W  ork  er doc  um  ents this   

ver  ba  l notif  ic  at  ion to c  ar  e  gi  ver in a Cas  e Ac  t  iv  it  y No  te.

B. T  he Notic  e of Co  ur  t Pr  oc  ee  din  gs (  DC  YF #08  3) not  if  ies c  ar  egi  ver  s of the  ir r  ig  ht to atten  d 

Fam  il  y Cour  t pr  oc  ee  di  ngs r  egar  d  ing c  hi  ldr  en in the  ir c  ar  e an  d th  eir ri  ght to f  il  e a wri  tten or 

ver  ba  l r  e  por  t with the Cour  t to c  on  ve  y inf  or  m  ation r  ele  v  ant t  o th  os  e c  hi  ldr  e  n.

C. T  he Fos  ter Par  en  t Co  ur  t H  ear  in  g Re  por  t For  m (  DCYF #083  A) a  ll  o  ws c  ar  eg  iv  er  s who ar  e   
unab  le   or do not wis  h to a  tt  end t  he Fam  il  y Co  ur  t pr  oc  e  edi  ngs to pr  o  vid  e i  nf  orm  ation to   

the C  our  t o  n th  e   we  ll-  b  ei  ng of the c  hi  ld in t  he  ir c  ar  e.

D. In acc  or  danc  e wi  th R  hod  e I  s  land G  ener  a  l La  w 1  4-  1-  30  .2, f  os  ter par  e  nts an  d r  el  ati  ve   

c  ar  egi  ver  s   ar  e not deem  ed to be par  t  ies to the pr  oc  eed  ings a  nd t  her  ef  or  e ar  e not enti  tle  d   

to:
1. Pr  es  ent tes  tim  on  y t  hr  oug  h t  he pr  es  e  ntat  io  n of wit  ness  e  s  .
2. Q  ues  tio  n or cr  oss-  ex  am  ine witn  ess  es in an  y s  uc  h Co  ur  t pr  oc  eed  in  gs  .
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