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TindallWoodman, Sara.K. (DBR)

From: Suzanne Da Silva Jerzyk <teachingthefuture@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2018 10:20 AM
To: TindallWoodman, Sara.K. (DBR)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : comment on hemp regulations

To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I support growing the hemp industry in our state as it has a huge future in RI for farmers, manufacturers and for the future of 
medicine.   
 
I have friends and family members who treat with CBD for medical problems relating to ADHD, Anxiety and Severe Pain. Hemp 
products such as CBD should be allowed to be sold to members of the public.  The proposed regulation 1.10 does not specifically 
allow for sales to members of the public and this should be changed to specifically allow for it.  Overall, RI businesses should be able 
to sell hemp products to the public with as little government intervention as possible. 
 
Thank you for taking my comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
Suzanne Da Silva 
 
‐‐  
"Education costs money, but then so does ignorance."  
-- Sir Claus Moser  
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TindallWoodman, Sara.K. (DBR)

From: Tara Devany <taradev2@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 29, 2018 7:47 AM
To: TindallWoodman, Sara.K. (DBR)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Hemp regulation in RI

To whom it may concern, 
 
Thank you for the work you’re doing in this area. It’s my hope that in the near future we will be seeing a 
thriving hemp industry in RI. The use of CBD to support individual health and well being is becoming more 
common and there is a need for locally grown and sourced materials in Rhode Island. The farm to table 
movement is booming and the potential for Rhode Islanders to locally source their CBD products gives a sense 
of pride and generates business. We have become a destination for our great food, microbreweries, and it’s time 
for us to have a hand in the healing field of hemp derived products. Please consider the statements below, 
written by someone with greater knowledge of the laws than myself.  
 
Kindly, 
Tara Devany 
  
1.  Hemp has a huge future in RI for farmers, manufacturers and for the future of medicine.  We support 
growing the hemp industry in RI. 
2. We support clean, simple hemp regulations like our neighbors in New England such as Maine, Vermont and 
Massachusetts. 
3. Hemp growers and handlers should be able to sell hemp products to the public with as little government 
intervention as possible. 
4. Many of these proposed regulations are over the top and resemble the requirements of the medical marijuana 
program but since hemp is NOT marijuana, these requirements should be eliminated.   
5. The packaging and labeling requirements should be deleted as no other state requires this. 
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TindallWoodman, Sara.K. (DBR)

From: krystle macdonald <krystlelmacdonald@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, August 30, 2018 1:16 PM
To: TindallWoodman, Sara.K. (DBR)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : industrial hemp ruling letter
Attachments: krystle123.pdf

Hello Sara, 
 
Please see attached letter regarding the proposed rules and regulations being set forth on industrial hemp. 
 
I appreciate your time and consideration on this matter. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Krystle MacDonald 
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TindallWoodman, Sara.K. (DBR)

From: Bill Cotton <bill@bandbconsultingri.com>
Sent: Thursday, August 30, 2018 1:28 PM
To: TindallWoodman, Sara.K. (DBR)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Proposed Hemp Regulations

Dear Sara, 
 
I am writing regarding the proposed regulations on the growing and manufacturing of hemp. Though I believe the 
regulations are too strict and pricey for the average Rhode Islander, I believe we have to start somewhere. 
 
I’m in favor of this regulation proposal, however, I do not believe that people who have been convicted of a crime and 
have completed their sentences should be left out. Maybe there should be a cap of 20 years after their sentence, they 
can qualify for a permit, provided that they meet all other criteria. 
 
I also believe that the regulations are missing information regarding the wholesale and retail sales of hemp/CBD 
products. This should be included to make the regulations more clear and concise. 
 
Thank you, 
 
William Cotton  
Ashaway, RI 
 
 
Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone [overview.mail.yahoo.com] 
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TindallWoodman, Sara.K. (DBR)

From: nate d <nateislegend247@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, August 30, 2018 2:04 PM
To: TindallWoodman, Sara.K. (DBR)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Hemp/CBD Testimonial
Attachments: A brief testimonial.docx

Good afternoon, 
Attached is a brief testimonial about my experience with Hemp and CBD products. I hope it is of good use to your 
efforts. 
 
Thank you, 
Nathan DeSalvo 



A brief testimonial about my experience with Hemp: 
  
I began using Hemp-based CBDs in 2017 in the latest attempt to take control of my 

health with an equal amount of skepticism and open mindedness. I am the type of guy to believe 
none of what I hear and only half of what I see, as the saying goes, but based on my experience it 
would be hard to overstate the positive impact that the use of CBD has had on my life in a 
relatively short time. 

Years of being severely overweight and yo-yo dieting, while working as a commercial 
fisherman and laborer had really taken a toll on my body. Additionally, PTSD related symptoms 
often made normal tasks into feats of will. Despite all of that, I never saw myself as broken 
beyond repair and I added CBD to a lifestyle where nutrition, exercise and self care were 
paramount. I am currently off of all medication including complete elimination of any NSAIDS 
like Tylenol or ibuprofen. Subsequently, my ability to function and excel has been boosted 
significantly by using CBD products by reducing pain and inflammation to a point where my 
recovery time from intense physical tasks is now measured in hours instead of days. This in 
combination with greatly improved sleep has translated into weight loss and improved health, 
including my blood pressure normalizing. I have used tinctures, capsules, topicals and 
vaporizers; all effective in their own context. 

As a student of psychology, I often ruminate on the calming effects of CBD especially in 
direct response to anxiety issues. My therapist sometimes implored me to try anti anxiety 
medication which I was always unwilling, largely as a result of a generalized distrust of 
overprescribed pharmaceuticals. I was happy to report that the mitigating effects of CBDs on my 
fight or flight anxiety response was so significant that the medication became a moot point in our 
sessions. The sheer fact that I have been able to attend classes and excel in academia as well as 
professionally is something that I attribute a good portion of to the use of CBDs. 

I give this background not only as anecdotal evidence in support of Hemp products, but 
also for context for how important it is that this industry not be mired or stagnated by well 
meaning but misdirected regulation. Anybody can look up the countless articles, peer-reviewed 
and otherwise, stating that CBD is great for one thing or the next and at first I found it almost 
overwhelming or too good to be true. I even give CBDs to my 12 year old dogs and their 
absolute vitality is irrefutable! Hemp has a huge future in RI for farmers, manufacturers and for 
the future of medicine.  That being said, as I continue to use and benefit from CBD and hemp I 
am sure I will gather more data and form more opinions about their effects. 

I certainly hope and expect that those tasked with the regulatory matters involving Hemp-
based products are educated on the benefits and future potential of this vastly underutilized crop. 
Furthermore, I think it is important to make the distinction between the Medical Marijuana 
Industry and the Hemp industry. Conflating the two would be an unnecessary regulatory 
roadblock. Proper regulation is good for business and the interest of the public.  Effective and 
simple hemp regulations like our neighbors in New England such as Maine, Vermont and 
Massachusetts, are paramount for harnessing the economic potential of this industry that will 



bring prosperity by means of an ethical and environmentally responsible industry. Hemp growers 
and handlers should be able to network and take advantage of the supply chain locally and 
nationally as with any other agricultural product. A rare opportunity exists in Hemp at the 
intersection of a growing profitable industry and the numerous social benefits derived from hemp 
products and I look forward to Rhode Island being a leader in the field, pun intended! 

  
Sincerely, 
Nate DeSalvo 
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TindallWoodman, Sara.K. (DBR)

From: Dave Ursillo <dave@daveursillo.com>
Sent: Thursday, August 30, 2018 4:24 PM
To: TindallWoodman, Sara.K. (DBR)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : In support of industrial hemp in Rhode Island

Dear Ms. Tindall‐Woodman,  
 
As Legal Counsel to the Rhode Island Department of Business Regulation, I understand that you are receiving comments 
on legislation regarding Rhode Island's growing hemp industry.  
 
While I am still educating myself on just some of the many considerations in play for industry expansion and to protect 
all interests of Rhode Island residents, I believe that Rhode Island is in a rare excellent position to be a leader in this 
rapidly growing industry, and I ask for you to help support forthcoming legislation that can help Rhode Island farmers, 
manufacturers, and residents in a thriving and open help industry. 
 
While the State has never fully recovered from the disappearance of its historic textile industry, hemp could lift the 
State's economy to a position of significance again.  
 
I believe you should consider: 
 
‐ Allowing hemp products such as CBD to be sold to members of the public. The proposed regulation 1.10 does not 
specifically allow for sales to members of the public and this should be changed to specifically allow for it. 
 
‐ That packaging and labeling requirements should be omited as no other state requires the labeling of agricultural 
products. Hemp is an agricultural product. 
 
‐ Rhode Island hemp handlers should be allowed to import hemp from other states and have it be defined as "certified" 
if the hemp that is being imported is in compliance with that state's hemp programs' rules. 
 
You should also know that I was never a consumer of hemp based products until this very year to treat myself with the 
likes of CBD oil, which is currently an unregulated hemp‐derived product that contains no psychoactive properties but 
has been consistently shown to help people deal with anxiety, sleeping disorders, and general stress. 
 
Beyond providing residents with an alternative to dangerous prescription medications (amid an absolutely devastating 
opioid crisis, at that), hemp related products have been shown to be largely safe, non‐addictive, and something that the 
general public could continue to benefit from. 
 
I hope to encourage you and the Department of Business Regulation to follow the lead of our neighbors in 
Massachusetts, Maine and Vermont to allow for clean and simple hemp regulations. Hemp growers and handlers should 
be able to sell hemp products to the public with as little government intervention as possible, as over‐regulation would 
greatly hamper business growth, industry leadership, and the innovation that our state is really desperate for.  
 
I believe in state regulations and that standards in‐state should be established to protect consumers and residents. But 
until we in Rhode Island have our own laboratories up and running, I believe that we should allow out of state testing to 
be done so that the growth of the industry (and benefits provided to hemp consumers) can be maximized. 
 
With great thanks for the work that you do, 
 



2

Dave Ursillo Jr. 
Warwick Resident 
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Dave Urs i l l o  
Healer ,  Teacher ,  Wr i ter  
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DaveUrs i l lo .com/Now [daveurs i l l o .com]  
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TindallWoodman, Sara.K. (DBR)

From: Anne Szymanski <annefszymanski@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, August 30, 2018 9:03 PM
To: TindallWoodman, Sara.K. (DBR)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Hemp Regulations statements

Anne Szymanski  
Lincoln, RI 
 
1) Hemp is a federally legal and safe, natural healing medicine that can benefit human kind. We need to take it seriously 
and have set regulations for this healing drug. Hygiene, standards, testing, safety, licensing, regulations; these are all 
things that we, and industrial Hemp, need to break ground here in our state.  
 
2) With these new regulations Rhode Island will be a part of a new growing industry and be open and connected back to 
our history and roots. Promoting agricultural businesses and relying on nature and our earthly blessing is how we, as a 
civilization began. Let’s embrace our history! If our historic state could set regulations for wholesale and retail Hemp 
companies, Rhode Island will be the home of new opportunities for jobs, careers, and passions.  
    
3)Just as important as producing and providing this healing plant to the people, it is vital to cultivate, research, and 
continue to study it further. With Institutions of higher learning our state will be at the top of its “game” in production 
and possibly a leader in the future of Hemp as a medicine.  
 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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TindallWoodman, Sara.K. (DBR)

From: marsfarmer75@gmail.com
Sent: Friday, August 31, 2018 12:33 PM
To: TindallWoodman, Sara.K. (DBR)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Comments on Industrial Hemp Regulations

Hello Sara, 
 
I am a Rhode Island farmer writing to offer comment on the industrial hemp regulations currently being crafted 
by the Department of Business Regulation. 
I have owned and operated a commercial vegetable farm in Johnston for the past 14 years, and it seems to me 
that this versatile new crop would be a welcome addition to my operation. The more I learn about industrial 
hemp, the more I’m convinced that it has the potential to provide great returns for many Rhode Island farms, 
whether in the production of fiber, oil, or as a cover crop fir building soil health. I would like to see as many 
farmers as possible be given the opportunity to freely grow it in coming years.  
The Rhode Island farm community  is threatened on a daily basis by the twin economic forces of real estate 
development and low prices for many of the crops that we produce. The way we counteract these challenges is 
by growing the most profitable mix of products possible and by pursuing opportunities to add value. By all 
accounts, hemp promises to fit this bill. Hemp can literally help to preserve more RI farms and farmland for 
future generations. 
Overall, I think these regulations are overly cautious and potentially burdensome to growers. Below I will 
attempt to succinctly list my main concerns:  
 
1. These regs do not appear to allow growers  of industrial hemp to sell their product to the general public. I 
would like to see clear language making it legal for licensed farmers to sell hemp to the public without a lot of 
red tape.  
2. Farmers are not set up for complicated packaging and labeling requirements. We are here to grow the hemp 
and sell it the same way we do with other harmless crops. Please remove these requirements. I’m not aware of 
similar rules in other states, so why should RI farmers be at a disadvantage?  
3. If you are going to require testing, please make it as easy and cheap as possible for growers to keep up with. 
We don’t have a lot of local labs set up for this. If a farmer is trying to grow hemp, they cant have their growing 
season or harvest delayed or disrupted by lack of access to testing facilities. At the very least, Regs should allow 
for testing by out-of-state labs [section 1.8(D)] 4. The whole section about ID cards, and requiring everyone and 
their uncle to get one, is awful. This is a non-psychoactive product that people use to make clothing and 
cooking oil. We don’t need criminal background checks or ID cards, security cameras or fences to grow it. 
Please delete all that stuff.  
5. The cost of licensure is way too high. Industrial hemp is good new potential revenue source for farmers, but it 
is a totally nascent industry. License fees should be severely decreased or waived for the first 5 years, should be 
payable in installments, and should be scaled to income.  
6. It seems to me that more should be done to work with Rhode Island farmers to develop these regs further. 
The current proposed system is not attractive to any farmers I’ve talked with, and very little information on the 
process of crafting the rules has been made available to the agricultural community, as far as I know. I would 
suggest that DBR work more closely with farmers and the DEM Division of Agriculture to achieve a result that 
will be more conducive to the success of this great new agricultural opportunity. 
7. These regs should probably be more in sync with those passed in other northeastern states to make sure our 
farmers are not at a competitive disadvantage.  
 
All the Best,  
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Matt Tracy 
Red Planet Farm 
redplanetvegetables.com 
Cell: 401-481-6115 



1

TindallWoodman, Sara.K. (DBR)

From: Nora Alexander <wholesale@noondesignshop.com>
Sent: Friday, August 31, 2018 1:52 PM
To: TindallWoodman, Sara.K. (DBR)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Recent hemp regulations in RI

To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I'm writing in support of the recent hemp regulations that the Department of Business Regulation issued. My business had been waiting for 
these regulations for quite some time and we were thrilled when they came out! 
 
While I cannot speak to how these regulations will be received by farmers, I did want to submit some issues as it relates to my business. I 
own and operate Noon Designs located in Pawtuxet Village, as well as several other store locations in California and New Jersey. We make 
and sell handmade goods, local art and essential oils.  
 
My concern with the regulations is that it appears point of sales for hemp/hemp derivatives will only be allowed between licensed growers 
and handlers ‐ and does not speak to sales to members of the public.  
 
I have watched dozens and dozens of stores here in Rhode Island advertise the sale of CBD. I made the decision to wait for these 
regulations to be issued, as not to operate my business under and legal ambiguity. To now read the release of the regulations and see that 
sales to members of the public is not allowed for is extremely disappointing. 
 
Again, while I believe these regulations are a step in the right direction, I respectfully ask that you allow for businesses to sell directly to the 
public. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Nora Alexander 

 
‐‐  
 
Noon Designs, Inc 
18 Post Road. Warwick. RI. 02888 
[goog_337515454]www.noondesignshop.com [noondesignshop.com] 
{P} 401 . 455 . 1222 
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TindallWoodman, Sara.K. (DBR)

From: Sarah Turkus <sturkus@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, August 31, 2018 3:54 PM
To: TindallWoodman, Sara.K. (DBR)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : comments on hemp growing regulations

Dear Ms. Tindall-Woodman, 
 
My name is Sarah Turkus and I have been farming organic vegetables in Rhode Island for 7 years, running my 
own business for 5 (Sidewalk Ends Farm). I am also the lead organizer for the Young Farmer Network of 
Southeastern New England, an established and well respected non-profit organization supporting farmers in 
our area. I have some comments to offer for the industrial hemp regulations currently being crafted by the 
Department of Business Regulation. 
 
It is well understood in the sustainable farming community that hemp is a versatile and exciting crop that can fit 
smoothly into the systems of small farms. Small farmers (and ALL farms in Rhode Island are necessarily small, 
due to our farmland scarcity) need to be savvy with their businesses and seek to grow crops that will benefit 
them the most in a variety of ways - high value at point of sale, low labor input, appealing to intended clients, 
and ideally, beneficial to the soil system. Industrial hemp has the potential to meet all of these criteria, and 
therefore is potentially an important crop for Rhode Island farmers to grow if they are to be successful in our 
region.  
 
In general, the regulations as they are currently written seem way over the top burdensome. They put far too 
many unnecessary limitations and barriers on the growers - it seems as if they are written to regulate some 
highly dangerous crop, which hemp is NOT.  
 
The RI Division of Agriculture has been very involved over the years with the farming community, and they 
know what their community needs. The best possible scenario would be to involve a panel of active farmers, 
from a variety of backgrounds (not just the older established farmers, but also the younger farmers, the first 
generation farmers, the new American farmers, etc) in the regulation writing process.. Second best would be to 
rely heavily on the guidance of DEM Division of Ag, in conjunction with modeling after other states’ regulations 
so that the region has cohesive systems. 
 
As the regulations stand now, the biggest concerns I have are with the testing requirements (who will do the 
testing? Where? How much will it cost?), the labelling and packaging requirements (no other crops we are 
growing require these and it doesn’t make any sense), the ID card insanity, and the license fee (no one except 
the biggest farmers, or new farmers who are getting into the industry entirely to try hemp, would ever be willing 
to pay that much money to experiment with a brand new crop!). 
 
Thanks for your consideration. 
 
Sarah Turkus 
Sidewalk Ends Farm 



Lucille Vega,MD 

962 Warwick Ave 

Warwick, RI  02888 

 

August 24, 2018 

 

Dear Leonard Lopes,  

 

 I have had the privilege of seeing more than one hundred patients benefit from the medical 
benefits of certain particular Hemp CBD products.   These incredible products have transformed 
people’s lives without the worry of getting them “high.”  I personally have conducted a private feedback 
session on my own time and dime to see how a certain Hemp CBD oil compared to standard 
medications for Migraine, Insomnia, Pain, PTSD, and IBS.  I was pleasantly surprised that this Hemp 
product do very well without major side affects.    

I have some patients and their families willing to try alternative pathways for their health.  I am very 
happy to report that they are doing very well with the power of Hemp CBD.  My latest adult patient with 
Autism Spectrum Disorder was classified as “non-verbal” and mostly homebound.  That is why I was 
called to take him on as a Primary Care- Concierge patient since I do house calls.  Within the first 10-15 
minutes of this patient taking a very specific Hemp CBD oil that I am familiar with, he reduced his 
rocking movements, grunts, pounding his head, and kicking under the table about 70%.  His family was 
shocked that it had worked so quickly.  His sister was overjoyed with emotion to see that she may finally 
have a solution to help her brother with his physical, emotional, and socially debilitating condition.   

After 2 weeks of taking the Hemp CBD oil, he was able to speak his first words by copying “go to bed” 
after his sister said it.  Now it has been several months, the family is now able to sleep at night without 
this patient waking up in the middle of the night having an emotional outburst.   Also, the family can 
take him out of the house and enjoy the summer weather for the first time in decades.  This patient can 
go for a walk in the park on a family outing without emotional outbursts.   This patient’s communication, 
temperament, and verbal cues are easier to understand.  Recently, the sister told me that she can 
actually hear her brother talking to himself in his room (like a toddler babbling when they are playing).  
This makes her so happy and excited that her brother is learning how to speak on his own by copying 
words that he hears in the house conversations.  The sister is very happy to see the progress in her 
brother and she is witnessing her brother become more communicative as the weeks go by.  The patient 
has been prescribed many medications for Autism Spectrum Disorder from his Pediatrician, but nothing 
had really worked for him over the years- according to the sister.   She is relieved that finally there is an 
answer for her brother with the power of a Cannabis product.  His previous medications would kind of 
make him seem “drugged” or he would suffer from a lot of side effects.  She expressed her frustration 
because these prescribed medications that were supposed to help Autism Spectrum Disorder but 
somehow, she didn’t see them helping him much.     



I couldn’t believe it myself but as the days go by, I am standing firm on this request because I have seen 
way too much evidence that this really has worked well with barely any side effects. 

This is only one example of the many that I have.   I do believe that Hemp CBD products should be 
allowed to be sold to the public in Rhode Island- but to folks older than 18 years of age.  Also, I believe 
the public would also like clarification on how these Hemp products will be sold- both wholesale and 
retail.   The fact that the Hemp laws in progress are about growth and production, it would most likely 
save the state time and money to also include how these products are to be sold (wholesale and retail).  
Thank you for you time.   

 

       Sincerely,  

 

       Lucille Vega, MD 
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TindallWoodman, Sara.K. (DBR)

From: Mary Banfield <wetoumuck@aol.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 29, 2018 1:34 PM
To: TindallWoodman, Sara.K. (DBR)
Cc: Birenbaum, Norman  (DBR); rossba@mindspring.com; throwwater@gmail.com; Richards, Claire (GOV)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : PROPOSED HEMP GROWTH ACT REGULATIONS - WRITTEN COMMENT
Attachments: Hemp Growth Act Regulation Comments.pdf

Hi Sara,  
 
After my phone conversation with you late last week I spoke with Norman Birenbaum.  Please find 
attached my  Written public Comments for the proposed regulations implementing the Hemp Growth 
Act.    Thank you for your assistance.  
 
Sincerely, 
Mary T Banfield 
NICE, LLC 
(401) 330-9985 



Written public Comments for the proposed regulations implementing the Hemp Growth Act 

by Mary T. Banfield, August 29, 2018. 

	
From	page	1	of	the	proposed	regulations		
	
230-RICR-80-10-1  

TITLE 230 – DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS REGULATION  

CHAPTER 80 – MARIJUANA  

SUBCHAPTER 10 – INDUSTRIAL HEMP  

PART 1 – Rules and Regulations Related to the Industrial Hemp Agricultural Pilot Program Administered 
by the Department of Business Regulation (the Hemp Growth Act does not provide for a “pilot” program so 
the term ‘pilot’ should be stricken throughout the regulations.)  
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1.5 Definitions  

B.   "Certified seed source" or "certified" means a source of industrial hemp 
seeds that: 

1.  Is certified according to the Association of Official Seed Certifying 
Agencies (AOSCA) standards or alternative certification standards 
approved by the Department; and   

2. Is produced from plants that were tested during the active growing 
season and found to produce industrial hemp having a THC 
concentration that does not exceed 0.3% on a dry weight basis as set 
forth in §2-26-3; and  

3. Pursuant to  2-26-5(c)(2), are of a type and variety that do not exceed the maximum 
concentration of delta-9 THC, as set forth in §2-26-3. 

4. Any seeds that are obtained from a federal agency are presumed not to exceed the 
maximum concentration and do not require a certificate of analysis pursuant to  



2-26-5(c)(2). 
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1.6 Application Process  

D.      The applicant must provide:   

1.     Name, address and other contact information of:   

c.      The applicant's employees and, if the applicant is an entity, the 
applicant's officers, directors, owners, shareholders, managers and 
members;   

Paragraph c is not necessary since it is not required by the HGA law. The law 
specifically requires contact information for “the applicant who will supervise, 
manage, or direct the growing and handling of hemp and the same 
information for any person or entity partnering or providing consulting 
services regarding the growing or handling of hemp.”  Requiring the contact 
information for employees who do not supervise, manage or direct the 
growing and handling goes beyond what the law requires. 

From	page	5	

4.     A signed statement that the applicant is the owner of the growing area, 
land area and any building to be used for cultivation or handling of industrial 
hemp or a copy of the lease agreement, or signed statement  by the owner of 
the growing area, land area and any building consenting to that use;   

5.     A copy of the certificate of analysis showing the industrial hemp, hemp 
seed or plants obtained for cultivation or production are from a certified seed 
source and are of a type or variety that do not exceed the maximum 
concentration of delta-9 THC as set forth in the Act, as applicable, or the 
name of the federal agency from which the seeds were obtained; 
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1.8 Inspection, Sampling and Testing  

B.    Inspection   

1.     Pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws § 26-6-6 all licensees are subject to                     
periodic inspection to verify compliance with the requirements of the Act and 
these regulations including inspection during sowing, growing season, harvest, 
storage, and production processing.  

     D.    Testing  
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2.     A sample test result greater than 0.3% THC shall be prima facie 
evidence that at least one cannabis plant or part of a plant in the licensee’s 
location contains THC above the allowable limit and that the licensee is may  
not be in compliance with the Act and these regulations.   

It is possible for a single marijuana plant to accidentally cross pollinate with a 
hemp plant.  The result would be a hemp plant that has a greater than 0.3% 
THC.  There are no fences to eliminate this from happening.  Only indoor 
cultivation of hemp would guarantee a one hundred percent, 0.3% THC hemp 
plant crop. The minor changes suggested here would allow growers to present 
evidence that any slight increase in THC was the result of accidental  
pollination. 

 

1.9 Agricultural Pilot Program Registry Identification Cards  

B   Registry Identification Card Definitions  

  1.  Licensed cardholder" includes all “the applicant who will supervise, 



manage, or direct the growing and handling of hemp and the same 
information for any person or entity partnering or providing consulting 
services regarding the growing or handling of hemp.” officers, 
directors, owners,        shareholders, managers, members, 
employees, and agents who have been issued a registry identification 
for their association with the licensee.   

 2.   "Agent" of a licensee shall include, but not be limited to, "testing 
agents."   

 3.   "Testing Agent" shall mean an employee of an approved testing 
facility who performs independent testing of hemp of the licensee in 
accordance with § 1.8(D)(1) of this Part.   

Any requirements for obtaining a registry identification card should follow 2-
26-5(c)(1) of the HGA.  Regarding 2 and 3 above: How can a grower be 
required to get a Registry Identification Card for an employee of an 
independent testing facility? 

C.      Registry Identification Card Requirement, Eligibility, Annual Fee and 
Application   
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1. All officers, directors, owners, shareholders, managers,    
 members, employees, and agents of the licensee must apply 
for Agricultural Pilot Program registry identification cards.   

See reasoning above. 

D.          Criminal Background Checks  

 

1.      Pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws § 2-26-5(c)(7), all applicants are subject to a   



national criminal background check. This shall include all officers, directors, 
owners, shareholders, managers, members, employees, and agents of the 
licensee (hereinafter also referred to in this section as "applicants").  The 
second sentence goes beyond what the law states.  

2.     Pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws § 2-26-5(c)(7)(iv), disqualifying information is 
defined as a conviction for any felony offense under R.I. Gen. Laws Chapter 
21-28, or murder, manslaughter, first-degree sexual assault, second-degree 
sexual assault, first-degree child molestation, second- degree child 
molestation, kidnapping, first-degree arson, second-degree arson, mayhem, 
robbery, burglary, breaking and entering, assault with a dangerous weapon, or 
any assault and battery punishable as a felony or assault with intent to commit 
any offense punishable as a felony.   

2a.   (v) For purposes of this section, "conviction" means in addition to judgements 
of � conviction entered by a court subsequent to a finding of guilty, or plea of guilty, those 
instances �where the defendant has entered a plea of nolo contendere and has received a jail 
sentence or a �suspended jail sentence, or those instances wherein the defendant has entered into 
a deferred sentence agreement with the Rhode Island attorney general and the period of 
deferment has not �been completed. � 

The language in 2a is required and is in the HGA at 2-26-5(c)(7)(v). By not 
including this paragraph you are changing the law through this regulation.  
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E.      Issuance of the Agricultural Pilot Program Registry Identification Card   

1.  Once the licensee application is approved by DBR, each approved officer, 
director, owners, shareholder, manager, member, employee, or agent of the 
licensee is responsible for getting a registry identification card.   

Again, this is NOT REQUIRED BY the LAW. 
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1.10 Operational Requirements  
 

C.       Inventory Tagging   

This entire section, C.   Inventory Tagging, needs to be reconsidered as it is not 
feasible to put into practical use.  Also, 2-26-5(c)(3) does not state that every 
hemp plant must have a tag.  

A more feasible inventory system could be drawn from the system adopted by 
the Future Farm Technologies Inc.  Please see below a portion of an article 
published November 1, 2017 that offers a realistic calculation of inventory 
control highlighted in yellow vs the tagging of each plant.     

Future Farm to Ramp Up Hemp 
Production 
By futureadmin On November 1, 2017 · Add Comment · In News 
November 1, 2017 – Future Farm Technologies Inc. (the “Company” or “Future Farm”) (CSE: FFT) 
(OTCQB: FFRMF) recently announced its plans to acquire a 120-acre industrial hemp farm in Amity, ME. 
Derek Ross the farm operator and Future Farm partner has already harvested the farm’s first crop of 
5,000 hemp plants and is now currently drying and preparing for CBD oil extraction. In 2018, Future Farm 
plans to perform extraction onsite by creating a vertically-integrated, highly efficient large-scale CBD oil 
production business. 
“We have worked hard in 2017 to become established in Maine and our goal is to be the largest hemp 
farm in the northeast in 2018,” says Derek Ross.  “To achieve this goal, we are actively looking for more 
land to acquire so that we may rapidly scale production as the market demand for CBD oil continues to 
expand.” 

In 2018, Future Farm expects to grow hemp on at least 120-acres of land, harvesting 1,700 plants per 
acre, which translates into approximately 10-kilos of CBD distillate per acre.  Current prices for CBD 
products vary, but the majority of CBD products fall within the $9-12 per gram range.  With 120-acres 
already under contract, and with the possibility of acquiring additional farmland, Future Farm is 
anticipating a significant increase in 2018 revenue from CBD oil sales. 
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