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	3. Burial at sea services and locations are changing rapidly, and underwater cemeteries are growing in popularity. Traditionally in the U.S., ashes have to be scattered at least three miles (4.8 km) from shore, and bodies can be given to the sea if the location is at least 600 feet (200 m) deep. Special regulations may also apply to urns and coffins. Local laws may differ; for example, in the Great South Bay, New York it is legal to drop ashes right from the dock. Underwater cemeteries are being constructed. Ashes of the deceased are mixed with concrete. Concrete blocks are dropped to the seafloor to form artificial reefs. Cremated remains are mixed to form different reef structures and columns. The Neptune Memorial Reef, also known as the Atlantis Memorial Reef, is an underwater cemetery located 3.25 miles off the coast of Key Biscayne, Florida. It is the world’s largest man-made artificial reef (covering over 56,000 m² of seafloor). Phase I of the underwater cemetery holds an estimated 850 remains, with a goal of accommodating at capacity more than 125,000 remains. The Neptune Memorial Reef is designed as both an artificial reef and as a destination for divers (Nolin 2009).
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