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INTRODUCTION

The Rules and Regulations for the Licensure and Discipline of Physicians (R5-37-MD/DO) are
promulgated pursuant to the authority conferred under Chapter 5-37 of the Generd Laws of Rhodeldand, as
amended, and are established for the purpose of adopting standards governing the licensure and discipline of
physiciansin Rhode Idand.

Pursuant to the provisions of section 42-35-3(c) of the Genera Laws of Rhode Idand, as amended,
consderation was given in ariving a the amended regulations as to: (1) dternative gpproaches to the
regulations; (2) duplication or overlgp with other state regulations, and (3) significant economicimpact on small
business as defined in Chapter 42-35 of the General Laws, which could result from these regulations. No
known overlap or duplication, no dternative approach, nor any significant economicimpact wasidentified based
on available informeation.

Theserules and regul ations shall supersede any other regulations governing the licensure and discipline

of physicians previoudy promulgated by the Department of Hedlth and filed with the Secretary of State.
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PART | LICENSURE REQUIREMENTSFOR PHYSICIANS
Section 1.0 Definitions
Wherever used in these rules and regulations, the termslisted below shdl be congtrued in thefollowing manner:

1.1  “Acupuncture’” meanstheinsertion of needlesinto the human body by piercing the skin of the bodly,
for the purpose of controlling and regulating the flow and baance of energy in the body. For the
purposes of the rulesand regulations herein, “ medical acupuncture’ meansacupuncture aspracticed
by physicians licensed under the provisons of Chapter 5-37 of the Rhode Idand Genera Laws, as
amended.

1.2  "Act" refersto Chapter 537 of the Generd Laws of Rhode Idand, 1956, as amended, entitled,
"Board of Medica Licensure and Discipline.”

1.3 "Board" refersto the Rhode Idand Board of Medicd Licensure and Discipline or any committee or
subcommittee thereof established under the provisons of section 5-37-1.1 of the Act.

14 " Chief Administrative Officer" means the administrator of the Rhode Idand Board of Medica
Licensure and Discipline.

15 "Director" refersto the Director, Rhode Idand Department of Hedlth.

1.6  “Doctor of Acupuncture’ meansaperson who hasbeenlicensed under the provisionsof Chapter 5-
37.2 of the Rhode Idand Generd Laws, as amended, to practice the art of healing known as
acupuncture.

1.7 "Foreign Medical Graduate" means a physcian (individua) whose basc medica degree or
gudification was conferred by an alopathic medica school located outside the United States, Canada
and Puerto Rico.

1.8  "License" issynonymous with regisration certificate.

19 "Person" means any individud, partnership, firm corporation, (including, but not limited to,
associaions, joint stock companies, limited liability companies, and insurance companies), trust or
edtate, state or political subdivision or instrumentdity of a date.

1.10 "Physician" meansany person licensed to practice alopathic or osteopathic medicine pursuant to the
provisions of Chapter 5-37 of the General Laws of Rhode Idand, 1956, as amended.

1.11 " Practice of Medicine", pursuant to section 537-1 (1) of the Act, shal include the practice of
dlopathic and osteopathic medicine. Any person shal be regarded as practicing medicine within the
meaning of the act who holds himsdf or hersdf out as being able to diagnose, treet, operate, or
prescribefor any personill or aleged to beill with disease, pain, injury, deformity or abnormd physica



or mental condition, or who shdl either professto hed, offer or undertake, by any meansor method, to
diagnose, treat, operate, or prescribe for any person for disease, pain, injury, deformity or physical or
menta condition. In addition, one who attaches the titte M.D., physician, surgeon, D.O., osteopathic
physician and surgeon, or any other smilar word or words or abbreviation to hisor her nameindicating
that he or sheisengaged in the treatment or diagnosis of the diseases, injuries or conditions of persons
shdl be held to be engaged in the practice of medicine.

Section 2.0 License Requirements

21

No person, unless licensed to practice medicine in this state, shall practice alopathic or osteopathic
medicine or surgery or attempt to practice alopathic or osteopathic medicine or surgery, or any of the
branches of alopathic or osteopathic medicine or surgery after having received therefore or with the
intent of recaiving therefore, ether directly or indirectly, any bonus, gift or compensation or who shall
open an office with intent to practice alopathic or osteopathic medicine or shdl hold himsdf or hersdlf
out to the public asa practitioner of allopathic or osteopathic medicine, whether by appending to hisor
her name the title of doctor or any abbreviation thereof, or M.D., or D.O. or any other title or
designation implying a practitioner of alopathic or osteopathic medicine.

Practice of Medical Acupuncture

2.2

Any physician licensed in Rhode Idand under the provisions of Chapter 5-37 who seeks to practice
medica acupuncture as a thergpy shdl comply with the following:

221 Mest the requirements for licensure as a doctor of acupuncture set forth in the Rules and
Regulations for Licensing Doctors of Acupuncture and Acupuncture Assistants
promulgated by the Department of Hedlth; or

2.2.2  Successfully complete a course offered to physicians that meets the requirements set forth in
these regulaions and includes no less than the following:

a) aminimum of three hundred (300) hours of forma ingtruction;

b) a supervised clinica practicum incorporated into the forma ingtruction required in
subsection 2.2.2(a) (above).

Section 3.0 Qualifications For Licensure

31

Allopathic Physicians:

3.1.1 Graduates of Schools Located inthe U.S.A. and Puerto Rico:
An applicant seeking licensure to practice medicine in this state must:

a) be of good mora character;



b) have graduated from a medical school accredited by the Liaison Committee for Medica
Education (LCME);

) have satisfactorily completed two (2) yearsof post graduate training in aprogram accredited by
the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education;

d) have satisfactorily passed an examination approved by the Board; and
e) meet such other requirements as set forth by regulation or as may be established by the Board.

3.1.2 Graduates of Schools Located in Canada
An gpplicant seeking licensure to practice medicine in this state must:

a) be of good mora character;

b) have graduated from a medical school accredited by the Liaison Committee for Medica
Education (LCME);

) have satisfactorily completed two (2) yearsof post graduate training in aprogram accredited by
the Accreditation Committee of the Federation of the Medical Licensing Authority of Canada
or the Royd College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada;

d) have satisfactorily passed an examination approved by the Board; and

e) meet such other requirements as set forth by regulation or asmay be established by the Board.

3.1.3 Foreign Medica Graduates

An gpplicant seeking licensure to practice medicine in this sate who is a Foreign Medicd Graduate
must:

a) be of good mora character;

b) have graduated from amedica school located outside the United Stateswhichisrecognizedby
the World Hedlth Organization;

) have received certification by the Education Commission for Foreign Medicad Graduates
(ECFMG);

d) on or after 30 September 1986, applicants must have satisfactorily completed three (3) years
internship or residency in atraining program accredited by the Council for Graduate Medica
Education. Prior to the above date, two (2) years internship or residency in such atraining
program must have been satisfactorily completed;



3.2

€)

)
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have satisfactorily passed an examination approved by the Board; and
meet such other requirements as set forth by regulation or asmay be established by the Board.

Foreign Medica Graduates/United States Citizens (Fifth [5th] Pathway)

An gpplicant seeking licensure to practice medicinein thisstate and who isaForeign Medica Graduate
and aUnited States citizen at the time of attendance at said foreign school and who has completed dll of
the forma requirements of said medica school except internship and/or socid services must:

a)

b)

)

o)

be of good mora character;

have successfully completed acourse of study from amedical school located outsidethe United
States which is recognized by the World Hedlth Organization;

have satisfactorily passed the Educationd Commisson for Foreign Medicd Graduates
Examinations,

have attained a score satisfactory to amedical school approved by the Liaison Committee on
Medicd Education on a qudifying examination acceptable to the State Board for Medicine;

on or after 30 September 1986, applicants must have satisfactorily completed three (3) years
internship or residency in a training program accredited by the Accreditation Council for
Graduate Medica Education. Prior to the above date, two (2) years of internship or resdency
in such atraining program must have been satisfactorily completed.

have satisfactorily passed an examination approved by the Board; and

meet such other requirements as set forth by regulation or asmay be established by the Board.

Osteopathic Physicians:

3.2.1 Graduates of Schools of Osteopathic Medicine:

An applicant seeking licensure to practice Osteopathic Medicine in this sate must:

a)

b)

be of good mora character;

have graduated from an osteopathic medica school located in the United States thet is
accredited by the American Osteopathic Association;

have satisfactorily completed two (2) years of post graduate training in aprogram approved by
the American Osteopathic Association or the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medica
Educstion:



d)

€)

have satisfactorily passed an examination approved by the Board; and

meet such other requirementsas set forth by regulations or asmay be established by the Board.

Section 4.0 Application For License & Fees
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4.2

Application for licensure shal be made on forms provided by the Board which shdl be completed,
including the physician's signature, notarized and a recent identification photograph of the applicant,
head and shoulder front view, gpproximately 2 x 3 inchesin size submitted to the Board.

Such application shal be accompanied by the following documents and fee (non-refundable and
non-returnable):

a)

atota of four (4) references attesting to your character and professond abilities on aform
supplied by the Board mailed directly to the Board from the following individuas

i) the chief of staff or department chairperson in the hospitad where gpplicant currently
holds gteff privileges,

ii) the hospita adminigtrator in the hospital where applicant currently holds staff privileges

iif) two (2) additiond practicing physicians.

If the applicant does not currently hold staff privileges, references must be obtained, on the form
described above, from the following individuds:

b)

d)

iv) the chairman of the department where the gpplicant has had amgority of traning;
V) the director of the resdency or fellowship training programs,

Vi) two additiond practicing physicians.

the gpplicant must submit a salf-query of the National Practitioner Data Bank.

al license gpplication mugt incdlude a completed Federation Credentias Verification Form
(FCVS) from the Federation of State Medica Boards of the United States, Inc.
agatement from the Board of Examinersin Allopathic or Osteopathic Medicinein each satein
which the gpplicant hasheld or holds licensure to be submitted to the Board of this state attest-
ing the licensure status of the gpplicant during the time period applicant held licensurein said
date;

the application examination fee, as determined by Statute, made payable by check to the
Genera Treasurer, State of Rhode Idand (non-refundable);



f) such other information as may be deemed necessary and appropriate by the Board.

4.3  TheBoad, a its discretion, reserves the right to require any or al applicants to appear before the
Board for an interview.

Section 5.0 Examination

5.1 By Examination for Allopathic & Osteopathic Physicians:

Applicants shdl be required to pass such examination as the Board deems necessary to test the applicant's
knowledge and skillsto practice medicinein this state pursuant to the statutory and regulatory provisonsherein.

5.1.1 For written examinations, the Board requires gpplicants to successfully pass the following:

D

)
3
(4)
Q)

(6)

()

(8)

The Nationa Board of Allopathic or Osteopathic Medica Examination (NBME) or
(NBOME); or

The Federation Licensing Examination (FLEX examination);
The United States Medica Licenang Examinaion (USMLE);
The Licentiate Medica Council of Canada (LMCC);

Or any combination of examinations acceptable to the Board and as recommended by
the United States Medicd Licensang Examination;

The passing score for each section of the above examinations must be 75 or more
(The Board does not accept averaging of the separate components.)

FLEX — If taken between 1 January 1972 and 1 July 1985, the applicant must have
successfully passed a FLEX in one gtting and have attained a passing score of

seventy-five (75) or more. (FLEX weighted average). If taken after 1 July 1985 each
component of the FLEX must be passed with a score of (75) or more. (Thereis no
overal averaging of grades from Part | and Part I1).

Applicants for licensure in Rhode Idand must pass each section of the required
examination by the 3" atempt. In the event of a fifth failure, opportunity for re-
examination(s) shdl besubject to the applicant’ scompletion of additiona requirements
as recommended by the Board on a case by case basis.

Section 6.0 Continuing Education



6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

6.5

Every physician licensed to practice dlopathic or osteopathic medicine in Rhode Idand under the
provisons of the Act and the regulations herein, shal on or before the first day of June of every third
year after the 1999 regidration, apply to the Board for certification of triennia registration of continuing
alopathic or osteopathic medica educetion.

The gpplication shall include evidence satisfactory to the Board of completion of aprescribed program
of continuing medica education established by the appropriate medical or osteopathic society, and
approved by the Board.

6.2.1 Sad continuing medicd education shal include a minimum of two hours relaed to current
information on universad precautions, infection control, modes of transmission, OSHA and other
regulatory requirements.

The Board, may extend for only one (1) six (6) month period such educationa requirements pursuant to
the provisons of section 5-37-2.1 of the General Laws.

It shdl bethe sole responghbility of theindividua physician to obtain documentation from the approved
SPONSOring or Co-§ponsoring organizations, agencies or other, of hisor her participation in alearning
experience and the number of dated credits earned.

6.4.1 Those documents must be safeguarded, for a period of three (3) years, by the physician for
review by the Board if required. Only asummary list of those documents, not the documents
themsdlves, shdl be submitted with the application for renewd of the certification.

Licensure renewa shdl be denied to any applicant who fails to provide satisfactory evidence of
continuing medica education as required herein.

Section 7.0 Issuance and Renewal of License and Fee
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1.2

7.3

Upon completion of the aforementioned requirements and upon submission of theinitid licensurefeeas
determined by the Director in consultation with the Board, the Director may issue a license to those
goplicants found to have satisfactorily met dl the requirements herein.  Said license unless sooner
suspended or revoked shal expire annudly on the 1st of July of the following year.

Every physician licensed during the current year who intends to practice alopathic or osteopathic
medicine during the ensuing year shdl filewith the Board, beforethe 1t of July of each year, arenewd
gpplication, on such forms as the Chief Adminidirative Officer deems appropriate, and duly executed
together with the renewd fee as determined annually by the Director in consultation with the Board,
made payable by check or money order to the General Treasurer, State of Rhode Idland on or before
thefirst day of July in each year. Payment shall be postmarked on or before July 1.

Upon receipt of arenewal gpplication and payment of fee, alicenserenewd, subject to thetermsof the
Act and the regulations herein, shadl beissued, effectivefor thefisca year, unless sooner suspended or
revoked.



74

7.5

7.6

1.7

The licenses (regidration certificates) of dl dlopathic or osteopathic physicians whose renewds,

accompanied by the prescribed fee, are not filed on or beforethe firgt day of July shall be automaticaly
lapsed. The Board may in itsdiscretion and upon the payment by the physician of the current licensure
(regidration) fee as determined annudly by the Director in consultation with the Board, plus an

additiond fee of one hundred dallars ($100.00) reinstate any license (certificate) lapsed under the
provisons of section 5-37-10 of the Act and section 7.4 herein.

Every person to whom a license to practice medicine in this sate has been granted by the duly
condtituted licensing authority in the state and who intends to engage in the practice of medicine during
the ensuing year, shdl register hisor her license by filing with the board such gpplication duly executed
together with such regigtration form and fee as established by the Director.

7.5.1 Any registrant who is registering to practice medicine between the period of July 2 and
December 31 will pay the entire annud regigtration fee.

7.5.2  Any registrant who registers after December 31 of therenewa year will pay one-twefth (1/12)
of the annud fee for each of the remaining monthsin the year.

7.5.3 No pro ratafee schedule will gpply to portions of a month.

A physician licensed in the state who shal | have attained the age of not lessthan severty (70) yearsasof
July 1 of theyear of licensure, who shdl continueto maintain al current Continuing Medica Credits, dl
other requisites of licensure, and who shdl have been afully licensad physician in Rhode Idand for not
less that fifteen (15) years, shdl, subject to dl other provisions of applicable Rhode Idand statute or
regulation, be licensed upon payment of an annua fee equd to ten (10) percent of the annud fee
edtablished for that year for physician licensure.

Each physician Icensed in Rhode Idand shdl be required to provide pertinent information to be
included inanindividud physician profilethat shal be compiled by the Board and made availableto the
public, as described in section 5-37-9.2 of the General Laws of Rhode Idand, as amended. This
information will be collected through a questionnaire provided by the Board and completed by each
licensed physician.

7.7.1 Through this questionnaire, each Rhode Idand licensed physician shdl provide the following
information to the Board for incluson in the profile:

a) Name(s) of medical school(s) and date(s) of graduation;
b) Graduate medica education;

) A decription of any find disciplinary actions by licensing boardsin other sateswithin
the most recent ten (10) years,



1.7.2

7.7.3

d)

A description of any crimind convictions for felonies within the most recent ten (10)
years. For the purpose of this subsection, aperson shal be deemed to be convicted of
acrimeif he or she pleaded guilty or if he or she was found or adjudged guilty by a
court of competent jurisdiction; or hasbeen convicted of afelony by theentry of aplea
of nolo contendere;

A description of revocation or restriction of hospita privileges for reasons related to
competence or quality of patient carethat have been taken by the hospital’ sgoverning
body or any other officia of the hospital after procedura due process has been
afforded, or the resgnation from or non-renewa of medicd staff membership or the
redtriction of privileges at ahospita during the course of an investigation. Only cases
which have occurred within the most recent ten (10) years shal be disclosed to the
public; and,

All medica mapractice court judgements and al medica mapractice arbitration
awards in which payment was awarded to a complaining party since September 1,
1988 in any dtate in which the physician was licensed since September 1, 1988 or
during the most recent ten (10) years, and al settlements of mapracticeclamsinwhich
payment was made to acomplaining party since September 1, 1988 or within the most
recent ten (10) yearsin any statein which the physician was licensed since September
1, 1988 or within the most recent ten (10) years.

In order to update for the profile theinformation initidly supplied to the Board by the physician
a initid gpplication for licensure, each physician shdl providethe following information through

the questionnaire:

a) Specidty board certification;

b) Number of yearsin practice in any state;

) Name(s) of the hospita(s) where the physician has privilegesin any date;

d) The location of the physician’s primary practice setting; and,

e) The identification of any language trandation services that may be available a the

physician’s primary practice location.

The following information may be provided by the physcian through the questionnaire
digtributed by the Board for inclusion in the profile;

a)

Appointment(s) to medicad school faculty(ies) and indication as to whether the

physician has responsibility for graduate medication education within the most recent
ten (10) years;



b) Information regarding publications in peer-reviewed medicd literature within the most
recent ten (10) years, and,

C) Informeation regarding professona or community service awards.

Section 8.0 Refusal of License

8.1

The director at the direction of the Board, after due notice and hearing, in accordance with the
procedures set forth in 5-37-5.2 to 5-37-6.2 of the Genera Laws, may refuse to grant the origina
license to any physician and/or gpplicant who:

A.

B.

is not of good moral character;

does not meet the requirementsfor licensure set forth in Chapter 5-37, regulations established
by the Board, and/or regulations promulgated by the director who has violated ay lavs
involving mora turpitude or affecting the ability of any physician and/or gpplicant to practice
medicine; or

has been found guilty in another state of conduct which if committed in Rhode Idand would
condtitute unprofessona conduct, as defined in Section 5-37-5.1 and regulations adopted
thereunder.

Sad director shal serve acopy of hisor her decison or ruling upon any person whoseorigina
certificate has been refused.

Section 9.0 Inactive List

9.1

A physician licensed to practice dlopathic or asteopathic medicine who doesnot intend to engageinthe
practice of medicine during any year, may upon written request to the Board have his or her name
transferred to an inactive list and shal not be required to register annudly or pay any feeaslong ashe
or sheremainsinactive. During said period of inactive Satus, the physician may not practice medicine,
as defined in section 1.11 of these regulations.

9.1.1 Any licensed physcian whose name has been transferred to an inactive list pursuant to section

9.1 above, may apply to the Board for restoration of his or her license to active status to
practicemedicine. Heor shemust submit to the Board an gpplication including achronology of
professiond activitiesduring hisor her inactive satus, areport of Continuing Medica Education
for the preceding three (3) years, accompanied by the licensure fee as determined annually by
the Director in consultation with the Board, made payable by check to the Genera Treasurer,
State of Rhode Idand. Furthermore, at the discretion of the Board, the applicant may be
required to appear before the Board for an interview.

Section 10.0 Unprofessional Conduct

10



10.1

10.2

The Director isauthorized to deny or revoke any licenseto practice alopathic or osteopathic medicine
or otherwise discipline alicensee upon finding by the Board that the person is guilty of unprofessona

conduct which shal include, but not be limited to thoseitems, or combination thereof, listed in section 5-
37-5.1 of the Generd Laws.

Licenses that have been revoked by the Director shdl not be digible for consderation for re-
ingtatement for aperiod of five (5) years. Re-ingatement of revoked licensesshdl beat the discretion of
the Board.

Section 11.0 Services

111

All aspects of mammography services shal be managed in accordance with the provisons of theRules
and Regulations Related to Quality Assurance Sandardsfor Mammography (R23-1-MAM) dfthe
Rhode Idand Department of Hedlth.

Medical Records

11.2

Medica recordsand medica billsmay be requested by the patient or an authorized representative. All
medical record requests to physicians shal be madein writing or upon receipt of a properly executed
Authorization for Release of Hedlth Care Information. Reimbursement to the physician for copying of
medical records shall not exceed 25 cents per page for the first 100 pages. After 100 pages, the fee
shall not exceed 10 cents per page. A maximum fee of $15.00 may be charged for retrievad regardless
of the amount of time necessary to retrievetherecord. A specia handling fee of an additiona $10.00
may be charged if the records must be delivered to the patient or authorized representative within forty-
eight (48) hours of the request.

The physician may not require prior payment of chargesfor medica servicesasacondition for obtaining
acopy of themedica record. The physician may not require prepayment of chargesfor duplicating or
retrieving records as a condition prior to fulfilling the patient's request for the medica record if the
request is for the purpose of continuity of care. Copying of Xrays or other documents not

reproducible by photocopy shdl be at the physician's actua cost plus reasonable fees for clerical

service not to exceed $15.00. Charges shal not be madeif the record is requested for immunization
records required for school admission or by the applicant or beneficiary or individua representing an
gpplicant or beneficiary for the purposes of supporting a clam or appeal under the provison of the
Socia Security Act or any federd or state needs- based benefit program such asMedica Assistance,
Rite Care, Temporary Disability Insurance and Unemployment compensation.

No fees shall be charged to an gpplicants for benefits in connection with a Civil Court Certification
Proceeding or a claim under the Worker's Compensation Act R.I.G.L. 28-29-38 as reflected in
R.I.G.L.23-17-19.1(16).

Reguested records must be provided within thirty (30) days of the receipt of the written request or

sgned authorization for records. Requests for medical records made by attorneys or apatient's estate
on behdf of the patient shal be hilled in the same restricted manner as described herein. Electronic

11



11.3

114

medica record downloading and copying shdl be billed in the same manner and terms as described
above.

Shouldingtances ariserelating to theretrieva and copying of medica recordswhich are not specificaly
covered by these regulations, a fee structure consistent with that described above shdl apply.

Medica Recordsshal be stored by physicians or their authorized agentsfor aperiod of &t least five (5)
years unless otherwise required by law or regulation.

Medica Records shal be legible and contain the identity of the physician or physician extender and
supervisng physician by name and professond title who is responsible for rendering, ordering,
supervisng or hilling each diagnogtic or treatment procedure. The records must contain sufficient
information to justify the course of treatment, including, but not limited to, patient histories, examination
results, test results, records of drugs prescribed, dispensed, or administered; and reports of
consultations and hospitalizations.

Section 12.0 Patient Disclosure

121

In accordance with section 5-37-22 of the Rhode Idand Generd Laws, as amended, physicians shdll
comply with the following provisons

12.1.1 Any physcian who is not a participant in a medica insurance plan shal pogt a notice, in a
conspicuous place in his or her medical offices where it can be read by his or her patients,
which shal read, in substance, asfollows. "To my patients: | do not participate in a medica
insurance plan. Y ou should know that you will be responsible for the payment of my medica
fees”

Any physician who failsto post such anotice shal not be entitled to charge hisor her patients
any amount, for medica fees, in excess of that dlowed had the physician participated in such a
medica insurance plan.

12.1.2 Every physcianshdl discloseto patientsdigiblefor Medicare, in advance of trestment, whether
such physician accepts assgnment under Medicare reimbursement as payment in full for
medica services and/or trestment in the physician's office. Such disclosure shdl be given by
posting in each physician's office in aconspicuous place asummary of the physician'sMedicare
reimbursement policy. Any physician who fails to make the disclosure as required herein shdll
not be alowed to charge the patient in excess of the Medicare assgnment amount for the
medica procedure performed.

12.1.3 When a patient requests in writing that his or her medical records be transferred to another
physician, the origind physician shdl promptly honor such request. The physician shdl be
reimbursed for reasonabl e expenses (as defined in section 11.2 above) incurred in connection
with copying such medica records.

12



12.1.4

12.1.5

12.1.6

Every physician shdl, upon written request of any patient (or his or her authorized
representative as defined in 85-37.3-3(1)) who has received hedlth care services from such
provider, at the option of the physcian either permit such patient (or his or her authorized
representative) to examine and copy the patient'sconfidentia health careinformation or provide
such patient (or his or her authorized representetive) a summary of such information. If the
physician decidesto provideasummary and the patient isnot satisfied with asummary, then the
patient may request and the physician shal provide a copy of the entire record. At thetime of
such examination, copying or provison of summary information, the physcian shdl be

reimbursed for reasonable expenses (as defined above) in connection with copying such

information. If in the professond judgment of the physician, it would beinjuriousto the mental

or physicd hedth of the patient to disclose certain confidentid hedth care information to the
patient, the physician is not required to disclose or provide asummary of such information to
the patient, but shall upon written request of the patient (or hisor her authorized representative)
disclose such information to another physician designated by the patients.

Every physician who has ownership interest in hedth facilities, or laboratories, including any
hedlth care facility licensed pursuant to Chapter 17 of Title 23, any resdentid care/asssted
living facility licensed pursuant to Chapter 17.4 of Title 23, and any adult day care program
licensed or certified by the Director of the Department of Elderly Affairs, or any equipment not
onthe physcian'spremisesshdl, in writing, makefull patient disclosure of hisor her ownership
interest inthefacility or therapy prior to utilization. Thewritten notice shdl sate that the patient
has free choice ether to use the physcian's proprietary facility or therapy or may seek the
needed medica services dsawhere,

A physician who practices medicad acupuncture asathergpy shdl providefull written disclosure
to his’her patient receiving medica acupuncture that the physician’s quaifications to practice
medica acupuncture are not equivaent to those of doctors of acupuncture licensed in
accordance with Chapter 5-37.2 of the Rhode Idand General Laws, asamended. Further, a
physician integrating nmedical acupuncture into hisher medica practice shdl disclose to the
patient the type of pathway (i.e., pain management, primary care) in which the physician was
trained.
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PART I PRACTICES AND PROCEDURES/SEVERABILITY
Section 13.0 Rules Governing Practices and Procedures

13.1  All hearingsand reviewsrequired under the provisonsof the Act and rulesand regulationsherein, shal
be held in accordance with the provisons of the rules and regulations of the Rhode Idand Department
of Hedlth, entitled Rules and Regulations of the Department of Health Regarding Practices and
Procedures Befor e the Department of Health and Accessto Public Records of the Department of
Health (R42-35-PP).

Section 14.0  Severability

14.1  If any provison of therulesand regulaionsherein or the gpplication to any facility or circumstances shdll
not effect the provisions or application of the rulesand regulationswhich can be given effect, and to this
end the provisions of the rules and regulations are declared to be severable,
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